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The crisp color-on-white 
vertical stripes have a 
trimming, slimming effect!
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in side elastic in the waist
to g-i-v-e a little (& forgive
that extra dessert!)

Terrific with a sport shirt,
they go to the office with
equal aplomb — just add a
blazer and tie! Expertly 
tailored with all the quality
benchmarks you expect:
• Tough, durable nylon zipper
• Four big No-Hole pockets
• Premium woven cotton/

polyester seersucker fabric
• Tropical weight for 

summer comfort
• 100% automatic machine

wash and dry. Imported.
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elastic inserts
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3-button front placket, neat
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keeps you cool all day and
is 100% Wash & Wear!
Imported. Hurry!
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cate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and compassionate
care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth.
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Torn in two
It hurts to do this, but it hurt

even more when I opened the
February issue
and saw that
you provided
Sarah Brady a

forum to
spread her

anti-gun poison
and left-wing in-

terpretation of the
Second Amendment.

I hope the next issue
is less offensive to me.

– John Earhart, Osage City, Kan.

Brady makes sense
It was a pleasure to read Sarah

Brady’s comments on gun control
(“The Second Amendment: A Clos-
er Look,” February). I hope
Legionnaires read her account
with an open mind, for it’s loaded
with common sense – unlike
Charlton Heston’s article, with its
tunnel-vision conclusions. Just
read in tomorrow’s paper about
gun-related tragedies that could
have been avoided had a few sim-
ple gun-control laws been enacted
and enforced. It’s hard to accept
the Legion’s support of the Nation-
al Rifle Association’s position.

– Curt Humphrey, Portage, Wis.

Hands off
A proud salute to The American

Legion for Resolution No. 335,
which affirms the right of Ameri-
can citizens to keep and bear
arms. As a police officer for many
years, I’ve watched local firearm
laws become more restrictive with
little effect on crime. A person has
only to look to the states with
“right-to-carry” laws and their de-
creasing crime rates to see the con-
nection. Lawmakers should focus
on the revolving door of the crimi-
nal-justice system and keep their
hands off the Second Amendment.

– Joe Lubomski, Chicago

Rude awakening
Surely Sarah Brady’s not old

enough to have been present
when the Second Amendment
was written and thereby qualified
to interpret the meaning of our
forefathers. She believes the ma-
jority of people who are sitting

back and waiting for her to dry up
and blow away are pro gun con-
trol. She’s in for a rude awaken-
ing. Thank God for The American
Legion’s resolution supporting the
Second Amendment.

– Ed VanDerGinst, Scottsdale, Ariz.

Greater danger
Sarah Brady claims a child

born in the United States is 12
times more likely to die from guns
than one born in 26 other major
industrialized nations. How many
children are killed by government-
mandated automobile bags in this
country? Where is her outrage
over that?

– Bob Weinshenker, Chesterfield, Mo.

Back off, Brady
Sarah Brady and her anti-gun

activists need to read the history
books. Had it not been for “the
people” owning guns, we’d have
never won the Revolutionary War.
The organized militia was losing
the war until private gun owners
came to arms. If not for them,
Brady wouldn’t have the freedom
of speech to say anything. Instead,
she’d be hanged in the town
square. 

“The right of the people to
keep and bear arms shall not be
infringed.” Who does Brady think
“the people” are? The Second
Amendment is clear. It’s time for
the anti-gun crowd to back off.

– Paul Maddy, Morrison, Ill.

Short on facts
Charlton Heston makes a much

better argument for the Second
Amendment. Sarah Brady sounds
whiny and has little fact to base
her opinions on. She tries to con-
vince the reader that the Second
Amendment was put into place
only for a militia such as our Na-
tional Guard, emphasizing that the
amendment doesn’t provide for
individual gun ownership. Later,
she claims that the law known as
the Brady Bill has done so much
to stop criminal use of guns with-
out infringing on the rights of le-
gal, law-abiding gun ownership.
Which way does she want it?

Brady also claims the Brady
Bill has stopped more than
690,000 prohibited purchasers
from buying guns. Are these
690,000 people now in jail for at-
tempting to purchase a firearm
fraudulently? Where do these fig-
ures come from? Brady and her
husband are misguided.

– Rod Kehlenbeck, Springfield, Neb.

Defense our job
I just finished reading the arti-

cle “Defending the Homeland”
(February) and am amazed that in
the days since Sept. 11, no one has
bothered to mention the most ob-
vious means of providing for our
defense: dusting off the Article I,
Section 8 militia clauses in the
Constitution. “We the people” are
ultimately responsible for our own
safety and security. We should be
insulted that the government acts
as if American citizens are dumb,
helpless sheep in need of a federal
shepherd. 

I hope The American Legion
will take up this cause and urge
Tom Ridge to revitalize and utilize
a modern militia. Such a thing
could be an active component of
the new volunteer program men-
tioned by the president in his State
of the Union address. 

With proper organization and
training, the entire population of
this country could be ready at a
moment’s notice to meet any
threat. We can no longer afford to
hide behind a protective outer
shell. We must be strong all the
way to the core.

– Brian Bloedel, Parksley, Va.

vet voice

WE WANT
YOUR OPINIONS

The American Legion Magazine wel-
comes letters concerning articles
that appear in the publication. Be

sure to include your hometown and
a daytime phone number for verifi-
cation. All letters are subject to edit-

ing. Send your opinions to:

The American Legion Magazine
P.O. Box 1055

Indianapolis, IN 46206

You can also contact us via 
e-mail directly or through the

World Wide Web:

e-mail: magazine@legion.org
Internet: http://www.legion.org

4 April 2002
The American Legion Magazine
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Stop the spin
Amir Taheri’s article is right on

(“Islam Can’t Escape Blame for
Sept. 11,” February). I’m tired of
political hacks spinning this doc-
trine of hate by blaming it on a
misguided few. Any religion
whose teachings promote terror-
ism and disregard for human life
and property rights is not worthy
of being called a religion.
Afghanistan is but a stepping
stone in what promises to be a
new era in costly defense against
criminals masquerading as mar-
tyrs. Sadly, few Muslims will side
with Taheri’s condemnation. I wait
eagerly for one who will resign the
credo and urge others to join him. 

– Frank McGeary, Melbourne, Fla.

Challenge dogma
Amir Taheri is correct in his

recommendation that Islam
should be subjected to rational
analysis, but I would go much fur-
ther. All religions should be sub-
jected to rational analysis, includ-
ing our own predominant Christ-
ian religion. History is replete
with religion vs. religion violence,
with Sept. 11 only a sad continua-
tion of the irrational calamity. 

Ordinary mainstream support
for religion gives credibility to its
extreme fundamentalist
fragments. While we should live
peacefully respecting each other’s
beliefs, we also should use our
brains to challenge accepted reli-
gious dogma. I think we’ll find
that all religions are simply histor-
ical figures twisted into mytholog-
ical characters and dramas adopt-
ed to structure their followers’ be-
haviors. Unhindered, we can build
a world free from religious
violence and persecution, one that
rationally and equally benefits
each of us. 

– Michael R. Judge, Sicklerville, N.J.

Keep funding Amtrak
Sen. John F. Kerry’s article sup-

porting federal funding for Amtrak
makes sense (Big Issues,
February). If we’re to remain a
mobile society enjoying the
economies of mass transport, it’s
fitting that the government contin-
ue to subsidize the various trans-
port elements, including Amtrak.

vet voice
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It would defy logic to cut Amtrak
subsidies and continue
government funding of other
forms of transportation.

– Fred P. Lollar, Chico, Calif.

Stop subsidies
Liberals such as Sen. John F.

Kerry believe big government is
the answer to all problems. The
railroads are crybabies who want
Americans to subsidize a passen-
ger rail system because we’ve al-
ways given in to their demands.
Provide the American people with
a first-class passenger service or
find out the facts of doing
business under a capitalistic sys-
tem. A number of alternatives can
be brought to bear on the railroads
to help them see the light.

– Richard J. Bonner, Seattle

Worth the effort?
I read the February article

“Sucker Punched.” I’ve been
watching these so-called environ-

mentalists for
years and am
firmly
convinced
they’re over-
run with the
political far
left, which
uses the Envi-
ronmental Pro-
tection Act to
nationalize as
much property

as possible and to override individ-
ual rights. We had eight years of
an administration that was in bed
with these people, and now we
have a president who is afraid to
act. As a World War II veteran, I
sometimes wonder if it was worth
the effort.

– R.E. Jones, Woodside, Calif.

Grave threat
Apparently the American Civil

Liberties Union didn’t have offices
in the World Trade Center. It’s in-
tent on protecting the rights of
suspected terrorists. Frustrated by
our government’s decision to
round up and interrogate people
who might have conspired with
the terrorists behind the Sept. 11
attacks, the ACLU is contacting
the consulates of those countries

that have citizens being held for
questioning, in an attempt to grant
them legal protection.

While John Ashcroft and Don-
ald Rumsfeld try to round up po-
tential terrorists, the ACLU wants
to give them creature comforts and
the protection of our legal system.
Come on, guys; these men were
living in caves. A cell, clean floors,
sanitary conditions and warm sea
breezes are like the promised land
to them. It was a smart move not
to bring them to America. The
dumb move is to give them access
to our legal system.

– F.H. Hoon, Southport, N.C.

Lack of proof
The point-counterpoint feature

“The Heat is On” (January) was
timely and informative. However,
Ralph Nader doesn’t address the
issue of global warming at all. He
expects the reader to make that
leap of faith. 

He says technologies exist that
provide alternative sources of en-
ergy. True. He says the govern-
ment has done little to encourage
changes in that direction. True. He
says our dependence on fossil and
nuclear fuels results in ongoing
pollution. True. But nowhere does
Nader cite evidence that global
warming exists or that all of the
above are the cause.

– William Vietinghoff, Thousand Oaks, Calif.

His own fault
The biggest contributor to glob-

al warming is the hot air put out
by Ralph Nader.

– Louis T. Moffatt, Ingram, Texas

Warming a fact
Sallie Baliunas misrepresents

mainstream opinion within the
scientific community. It has been
broadly stipulated even by oppo-
nents of the Kyoto Protocol that
man-made greenhouse gas emis-
sions have increased 30 percent
over pre-industrial levels and that
the late 20th century experienced
the most dramatic warming
recorded on a global scale as far
back as 1,000 years.

The dire economic impact of
Kyoto compliance that Baliunas
imagines need not come to pass.
Carbon-dioxide intensive coal sup-

plies 55 percent of U.S. electricity
generation. Switch to carbon-free
fission, which now supplies only
20 percent of U.S. electricity. This
is an easily achievable goal that
would provide economic and envi-
ronmental benefits.

– Aaron Rizzio, Peterborough, N.H.

Put ’em to work
It’s appalling to me that mili-

tary housing is in such a sad state
(“Fighting for Peanuts,” January).
The only manpower needed is al-
ready bought and paid for – the
active-duty personnel themselves.
Commanders should organize
base maintenance crews, and mili-
tary facilities should be tip-top. 

As for building new units, use
the Seabees and the Corps of Engi-
neers. And an awful lot of National
Guard and reserve units have
monthly and yearly training pro-
grams that are a farce. They
should do real work by contribut-
ing to the quality of life for active-
duty personnel. Have the military
take care of its own. 

– Tim Susengill, Hollidaysburg, Pa.

Fake dog tags?
It’s true that Florida business-

men Rob Stiff and Jim Gain
bought up a bunch of military-
style dog tags during a trip to Ho
Chi Minh City and that they are
attempting to deliver these tags to
the people whose names appear
on them or their families (“Dog
Tags Fill Void for Vietnam Vets’
Families,” January). What’s proba-
bly not true is that the dog tags
they’re attempting to return were
actually lost by servicemen. 

Because dog tags are difficult
to authenticate and relatively easy
to manufacture – and because in-
formation about Vietnam-era ser-
vicemen is simple to obtain – the
sale of counterfeit, artificially aged
dog tags to gullible American
tourists is a cottage industry in
Vietnam. Stiff and Gain seem to
be honest in their endeavor, but
the media are so lost in applaud-
ing the men’s effort that they
don’t want to consider the
unpleasant reality that most or all
of the dog tags purchased are
probably imitations.

– Jack McDonald, Angeles City, Philippines
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commander’s message

Since 1944, many of our nation’s veter-
ans have been getting the short end of
the stick from the government. At that

time, Congress reaffirmed a law more than
100 years old that prohibited any retired
military personnel from receiving
retirement pay and disability compensation
at the same time. 

The law mandates that the veteran’s re-
tirement pay is offset by any VA disability
compensation. Veterans are the only feder-
al employees so treated.

For years, The American Legion has lob-
bied to rectify this unfair and unjust appli-
cation of law and permit veterans to
receive retirement and disability payments
concurrently – “concurrent receipt.” 

Military retirement longevity pay is for
years of honorable service. VA disability
compensation is for medical conditions
incurred or aggravated during that serv-
ice. The distinction is clear and simple.

Unfortunately another clear distinction
exists in Congress. That is the difference
between saying you support concurrent
receipt and backing that up with the fund-
ing to make it happen.

Support for concurrent receipt has
grown through the years. As of this writ-
ing, the House’s concurrent-receipt legisla-
tion has 380 cosponsors. The Senate ver-
sion has 76 cosponsors. Despite this over-
whelming support, neither bill has received
a congressional hearing.

Concurrent receipt was included in the
National Defense Authorization Act for fis-
cal 2002. The act authorized a “member or
former member (of the armed forces) who
is entitled to military retired pay and veter-
ans disability compensation to be paid
both concurrently.” 

But there is a catch. 
No money was allocated to pay for it. 
Congress dropped the ball into the presi-

dent’s lap. President George W. Bush must
include funding for concurrent receipt in his
fiscal 2003 budget request, and Congress
must approve it. Rep. William “Mac” Thorn-
berry, R-Texas, a cosponsor of the House
version, introduced a resolution to send
concurrent receipt back to the Department
of Defense for further study. In Washington
politics, “further study” is the kiss of death.

Those senators and representatives who
say they support concurrent receipt must
also demand funding for it. Otherwise,
their words and support are hollow.

While Congress “searches” for ways to
fund concurrent receipt, it throws money
toward projects that can only be defined as
pork-barrel politics. For example, according
to watchdog organization Citizens Against
Government Waste, Congress earmarked
$73 million in fiscal 2002 for transportation
projects in Alaska, including $20 million
toward Alaska Railroad Rehabilitation. Oth-
er examples include:

� $7 million for Hawaii Volcanoes Na-
tional Park.

� $5 million for the Palace of Governors
in Santa Fe, N.M. ($10 million already went
to this project in fiscal 2001.)

� $4 million for bicycle paths. 
� $1 million for infrastructure improve-

ments, new multi-purpose room, and event
center for the Dona Ana County Rodeo and
Fair in New Mexico.

� $740,000 to complete the Lancaster
National Soccer Center in California.

� $190,000 for the Motor Racing Muse-
um in Spartanburg, S.C.

Pork-barrel politics have been going on
as long as this country has had an elected
form of government. But this type of
spending is harder to swallow when the
nation’s veterans continue to get the shaft.
While railroads and volcanoes get funding,
veterans continue to get only part of what
is due to them. 

Veterans are forced to wait months at a
time to see doctors in understaffed VA hos-
pitals. Veterans using the GI Bill to help
pay for their education are finding that it
does not go nearly as far as it did in the
past. The American Legion’s GI Bill of
Health, which would provide ample care
for all of the nation’s veterans, continues
to be only partially implemented.

It is vital that Legionnaires let the pres-
ident and Congress know that this prac-
tice must not continue. It is one thing to
support concurrent receipt; it is another
matter to back up that support with the
necessary funding. 

Enough grandstanding and posturing
have been heard. It is simply a matter of
doing the right thing and setting appropri-
ate priorities. It is time for the government
to fulfill its obligation to America’s service-
connected disabled military retirees. It is
all about setting and funding the right pri-
orities. We have heard enough of “when
we can pay for it.” It is all about concur-
rent receipt, not “concurrent deceit.”

National
Commander 

Richard J. Santos
Chase Studios

“Those
who say

they support
concurrent

receipt 
must also

demand
funding 

for it.”

End ‘concurrent deceit’

8 April 2002
The American Legion Magazine

National
Commander 

Richard J. Santos
Chase Studios
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Service Ribbon and the
words “Vietnam Veteran”

framing a piece of genuine
granite like that used in the

Vietnam Memorial Wall. Your
choice of 10 karat gold Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marine or Coast Guard Service Branch
Emblem is set atop the granite.

The sides of the ring are highly detailed original
artistic sculptures of the Vietnam Memorial

Wall on one side and the Vietnam Service
Medal on the other. The ring body is crafted
of pure sterling silver, richly finished in 
22 karat gold, antiqued and polished by

hand. Your have earned the right to wear this
exclusive Vietnam ring. Just $ 199.* See order

form for details.

NEW FOR VIETNAM, KOREAN & WORLD WAR II  VETERANS

Or, Mail to: Veteran’s Commemorative Rings
1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044

❑ YES. I wish to order the following. Check (�) choices:
❑ VIETNAM VETERANS RING
❑ KOREAN VETERANS RING
❑ WORLD WAR II VETERANS RING

SERVICE BRANCH
Army ❑ Navy ❑ Air Force ❑ Marine ❑ Coast Guard ❑     

Initials Desired (3) Service Yrs: to 

I need send no money now. Bill me in four monthly installments of
$49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. A custom ring
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❑ Shipping Address (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes)

Name                                                                                   _     

Address                                                                              _       

City                                 ______ State Zip               _       

Signature                                                                      _              

Phone #                                                                       __             
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.                  ' ICM 2002
* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling.

PA residents add 6% ($12.54) sales tax.

EXCLUSIVE U.S. VETERANS
MILITARY RINGS
Personalized With Your Service Emblem, Your Initials & Year Dates of Service

EXCLUSIVE U.S. VETERANS
MILITARY RINGS
Personalized With Your Service Emblem, Your Initials & Year Dates of Service

ARMYENGRAVED WITH YOUR
INITIALS & YEARS SERVED

ORDER FORM

FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO  ORDER:

1-800-255-3048
Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST 

Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering.

VIETNAM RING

WW2RIN-ALM-04/02

HONRIN-ALM-04/02

KORRIN-ALM-04/02

NAVY AIR FORCE MARINE COAST GUARD

The words “World War II
Veteran” are deeply

sculpted on the top of
the ring. Your choice
of Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marine or 
Coast Guard Service

Emblems are cast in
genuine 10 karat gold

displayed atop a piece of
black onyx.

Original sculptures of the new WWII
Memorial and the WWII Victory Medal are

cast in high relief on the sides of the ring. 
The ring body is solid sterling silver, heavily plated 

in 22 karat gold, antiqued and polished by hand. You deserve 
to proudly wear this special WWII ring. Just $ 199*. 
See order form for details.

Original sculptures of the Korean War
Memorial and new ROK

Korean War Service
Medal are displayed in
high relief on the sides
of the ring. The ring

body is crafted of 
sterling silver, richly 

finished in 22 karat gold,
antiqued and polished 

by hand.

The words “Korean War Veteran” are
boldly sculpted on the top of the ring. Your

choice of Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine or
Coast Guard 10 kt. gold Service Emblems are set atop a

piece of gleaming black onyx. The new Korean War Service
Ribbon, in enameled colors, completes the top of this historic
ring. Wear it with pride.  Just $ 199*. See order form.

With sculpted images of the Vietnam Memorial Wall and Service Medal, 
Service Ribbon and 10 Karat Gold Service Emblems set on a “Piece of the Wall.”

KOREAN 
WAR RING

WWII
RING

Sculpted images of the WWII Memorial  and
the WWII Victory Medal, plus gold Service
Emblems set on genuine Black Onyx.

Featuring the Korean War Memorial
and Service Medal, Service Ribbon
and gold Service Emblems set on 
genuine Black Onyx.

ICM 3 Rings 0402  2/14/02  3:45 PM  Page 1



big issues

When one looks at America’s
energy production, we resemble
a tightrope walker with vertigo.
We need to quickly restore our
balance in energy production.

Today we import 57 percent
of our oil. In a decade we’ll be
two-thirds dependent on foreign
sources, even after we spend
billions to improve energy effi-

ciency. Such dependence threatens not just our
economy but our national security.

Veterans who fought in the Gulf War, and who
after Sept. 11 fight in Afghanistan, know how im-
portant it is for America to develop its own

resources. And the likely
greatest source of new
U.S. oil lies under a tiny
sliver of Alaska’s arctic
coastal plain. Some say
the area will yield only a
six-month supply at the
cost of a pristine wilder-
ness. That is false.

According to the U.S.
Geological Survey, 16 bil-
lion barrels of oil are at
stake – an amount suffi-
cient to replace all of our
imports from Saudi Ara-
bia for 30 years. But just
as important is that this

oil can flow to Americans without harming any
wildlife. More than 25 years of experience at nearby
Prudhoe Bay has shown that energy production and
environmental protection can coexist.

In that time the resident caribou herd has more
than tripled. There is no reason to believe develop-
ment of just 2,000 acres of the 40 million acres of
coastal plain in Alaska will harm the nearby cari-
bou herd. Far larger oil development in Canada cer-
tainly hasn’t affected it. And with new technology,
from directional drilling that allows wells to be
spaced 10 miles apart to ice roads that disappear in
summer, no harm will come to the bears or birds.

A Los Angeles Times poll in early February
showed that Americans
favor development in
ANWR by a 48 to 43 per-
cent margin. Most Amer-
icans realize we must
straighten out our energy
policies and produce jobs
for Americans before our
economy and security
come tumbling down.

Drilling for oil in the ANWR
Sen. Frank Murkowski
R-AlaskaSUPPORT

As the Senate considers ener-
gy policy, the debate over
drilling for oil in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge will draw
a lot of attention.

The notion that drilling in
the refuge can solve our energy
problems does not square with
the facts. America uses a quar-
ter of the world’s oil but has
only 3 percent of known reserves. We can’t drill our
way to energy independence. We import more than
half of our oil – much of it from unstable parts of
the world – and will continue to do so until we im-
prove the efficiency of oil use in transportation.

To hear the debate,
one might think that
ANWR is the only place
left in the United States
to find oil. That is far
from true. 

About 32 million
acres in the Gulf of 
Mexico are leased but
not yet developed.

There also are
outstanding prospects in
Alaska, to the west of
ANWR in the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska,
where industry recently has made major discover-
ies. No new laws need to be passed to drill in
these areas.

If the problem isn’t finding areas to lease, what
is it?

This year, major oil companies plan to reduce
drilling budgets in the United States by 20 percent
while increasing investment abroad, financed by
earnings in this country. 

Our bill calls for a review of U.S. royalty and tax
policies, in comparison with other producing coun-
tries. We also, among other initiatives, boost fund-
ing for agencies that issue energy permits, and we
expand support for America’s smaller, independent
oil producers.

Before we open a wildlife sanctuary to oil activi-
ties, we need to fully develop those areas already

open for oil and gas pro-
duction and look at bet-
ter, cheaper, faster and
more responsible
solutions to our energy
dilemma. Our national
security, our future eco-
nomic prosperity and the
jobs of millions of Ameri-
cans are at stake.

Sen. Jeff Bingaman
D-N.M.

“With new 
technology, from
directional drilling
that allows wells to
be spaced 10 miles
apart to ice roads
that disappear in
summer, no harm
will come to the
bears or birds.”

“One might
think that ANWR
is the only place
left in the United
States to find oil.
That is far from
true.”

OPPOSE

YOUR OPINIONS COUNT
Senators and representatives are interested in 

constituent viewpoints. You may express your views 
in writing at the following addresses:

The Honorable (name) The Honorable (name)
U.S. Senate House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 224-3121 Phone: (202) 225-3121
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The time was 6:42 p.m. Sept.
11, and with the nation teeter-
ing somewhere between

shock and panic, Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld stepped in front of
the cameras. “The United States
government is functioning in the
face of this terrible act against our
country,” he announced. “I should
add that this briefing is taking place
in the Pentagon.” His voice
conveyed a mix of grit and defiance. 

The location of a press confer-
ence is usually irrelevant, but on
Sept. 11, it made all the difference
in the world. Just nine hours be-
fore Rumsfeld began his briefing,
an American Airlines 757 smashed
into the side of the Pentagon, carv-
ing a 200-foot-wide gash into the
building and erasing a then-
unknown number of lives. But as
Rumsfeld declared, “The Pentagon
is functioning. It will be in busi-
ness tomorrow.”

The message was unmistakable,
and it was intended as much for a
domestic audience as a global one:
the United States is scarred but
standing, bruised but unbowed.

In the long months since then,
most media outlets have limited

What we lost at the
Pentagon – and
what we gained.
BY ALAN W. DOWD

A sea of flags wave as “God Bless Amer-
ica” plays during the Oct. 11 memorial
ceremony at the Pentagon. U.S. Army
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their Pentagon coverage to military
briefings while scouring the World
Trade Center ruins for stories of
horror and hope. Perhaps that’s
understandable, given the magni-
tude of the carnage in Manhattan.
In sheer numbers, the human toll
at the Pentagon pales in compari-
son to what happened in New
York City. Likewise, the swath of
destruction in lower Manhattan
dwarfs what the terrorists did to
the Pentagon. But in another sense
– one that cannot be measured in
lives or dollars or debris – the Pen-
tagon attack was just as profound,
and the story it has to tell is just as
important. The wound may be
smaller, but for the U.S. military it
goes much deeper.

A Sturdy Symbol. To understand
why the wound cuts so deep, it
may help to look at the Pentagon
through the eyes of history. The
Pentagon is a national landmark,
a workplace for 23,000 people, a
military command center – and
after Sept. 11, a combat zone, a
crime scene and a patch of hal-
lowed ground.

It was built during World War II.
In fact, construction of the massive
29-acre building began on Sept. 11,
1941, exactly 60 years before al-
Qaida terrorists tried to destroy it.
The brainchild of Brig. Gen. Brehon
Sommervell, the roofed city consol-
idated a War Department spread
across 17 different buildings. It was
completed in January 1943 at a cost
of $83 million, which included the
construction of some 30 miles of
roads and highways.

For the next 27 years, the Penta-
gon was the largest building in the
country and one of the largest on
earth. However, the World Trade
Center would wrest that title from
the Pentagon in the early 1970s. Of
course, in one of the grim ironies
of the Sept. 11 attacks, the Penta-
gon regained that distinction.

Like the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon was targeted because of
what it represents. It is a symbol of
America’s freedom, diversity and,
yes, power. No other country in
history has so often or so freely
used its military power to help oth-
ers. As a consequence, the U.S. mil-
itary has made its share of friends –

and enemies. Within those five
walls, Americans have planned
peacekeeping operations for Koso-
vo, Bosnia and Lebanon; humani-
tarian efforts to save Berliners,
Bangladeshis, Somalis and Kurds;
far-flung rescue missions to defend
Korea, Vietnam, Panama and
Kuwait; and the defeat of German
fascism, Japanese militarism and
Soviet communism. As Rumsfeld
concluded on the one-month an-
niversary of the attacks, “It is no
exaggeration of historical judgment
to say that without this building
and those who worked here, those
regimes would not have been
stopped or thwarted in their oppres-
sion of countless millions.”

Unlike the World Trade Center,
the Pentagon is not particularly
pretty. It doesn’t gleam in the sun
or turn many heads. It’s squat and
rather bland from ground level. It’s
functional, not formal, sturdy and

stoic rather than sleek or sexy.
When Flight 77 hit the old build-
ing at 350 mph, it was the plane’s
skin that peeled away like a
banana – not the Pentagon’s. In
fact, the exterior of the 757 sheared
off at the impact point, pieces of it
strewn across the heliport, while
the interior of the plane bored into
the building.

The Pentagon burned and
buckled, but like America it en-
dured. And like America, it stands
today, in open defiance of its ene-
mies and attackers. In this way,
the Pentagon may be a more ap-
propriate metaphor for the nation
than the twin towers that once
soared over Manhattan. 

One Building, Many Missions.
Even as the Pentagon smoldered
on that dark September morning,
the men and women who walk its
labyrinth of halls and tunnels were
racing to defend the country from
another wave of terror. It’s a testi-
mony to their strength – and the
building’s – that they were able to
do their jobs amid the chaos.

In fact, even before the first
plane slammed into the World
Trade Center, the military had
scrambled two F-15s from Otis Air
National Guard Base in Massachu-
setts. They were airborne just af-
ter the first tower was hit, but
they were still eight miles away
when the second plane delivered
its blow. Soon, fighter jets were

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld returns to his Pentagon office Sept. 11, after survey-
ing damage from the hijacked American Airlines plane that crashed into the building. DoD

Despite the
immeasurable loss of
Sept. 11, we gained
something when the

Pentagon was attacked.
We gained a new

confidence and an old
sense of patriotism.
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hurtling skyward all across the
eastern seaboard. A pair of F-16s
out of Langley Air Force Base
screamed toward the Pentagon,
but they arrived too late to save
its western wall.

Almost immediately after the
first wave, the North American
Aerospace Defense Command be-
gan combing the skies over North
America, the Pacific and the At-
lantic for erratic or hostile
aircraft. Dubbed “Noble Eagle,”
this mission of homeland defense
continues today. U.S. warplanes
are flying an average of 1,875 sor-
ties per month to protect us from
another terrorist attack.

However, that represents only
half the Pentagon’s post-Sept. 11
mission. In October, the president
ordered the military to launch
America’s counterstrike against
terrorism. As Rumsfeld put it,
“The only way to deal with these
terrorist threats is to go after them
where they exist.”

Conceived inside the severed
skin of the Pentagon, the first phase
of the war on terrorism was enor-
mous in its reach and fearsome in
its effects. In the span of four
weeks, the Pentagon assembled
and deployed a massive task force
of warplanes, aircraft carriers, Spe-
cial Forces troops and Marines
halfway around the world. Then, in
a matter of five weeks, that force
erased what it took the Taliban and

al-Qaida five years to build.
Simultaneously, U.S. forces

swooped in to rescue the war-
weary innocents of Afghanistan
from starvation. In the final three
months of 2001, the United States
provided $187 million in relief to
the friendless Afghanis, air-dropped
2.4 million meal rations and helped
deliver another 127,000 tons of
food and water over land.

With the first phase now be-
hind it, the Pentagon is swinging
its sights to the other spawning
grounds of terror: the Philippine
jungles, the deserts of Yemen and
Somalia, and the familiar terrain
of Iraq.

Final Roll Call. Remarkably, the
Pentagon team did – and contin-
ues to do – all of this without the
services and expertise of 235 of
its best and brightest. The attack-
ers killed 125 Pentagon employees
and injured 110. (Another 64 peo-
ple died aboard Flight 77.)

The Army bore the brunt of the
dead, losing 22 soldiers, 46 civilian
employees and six contractors. The
Navy lost 33 sailors and nine civil-
ians. As the Chicago Sun-Times re-
ported days after the attacks, the
Pentagon dead also included offi-
cials from the Defense Intelligence
Agency and other subagencies of
the Department of Defense.

We’ve heard a great deal about
the heroes at Ground Zero, and

rightly so. But there were also he-
roes at the Pentagon. As Rumsfeld
reminds us, “The people who work
in this building do so voluntarily –
they’re brave people.” In Navy Sec-
retary Gordon England’s view, their
acts of bravery were among “the
first acts of defiance against the ene-
mies of freedom.” At this writing,
22 sailors and Marines have been
awarded medals; four have received
Purple Hearts. The Army has
awarded 25 Purple Hearts and 25
medals for bravery. The Air Force
has given two Purple Hearts. In ad-
dition, dozens of civilian employees
have been honored with various
commendations and awards,
including the newly commissioned
Defense of Freedom Medal, a civil-
ian equivalent of the Purple Heart.

The roll call of those who died
in the Pentagon attack, like the
military itself, is a reflection of
America – a computer technician,
an engineer, a writer, a designer, an
accountant, a lawyer, a lieutenant
general, a sailor, a soldier, a Viet-
namese immigrant, a fifth-grade
teacher and her students, a Cub
Scout den leader who conducted
meetings at an American Legion
post. The list goes on; it includes
almost 200 names, each with a sto-
ry and a family. Indeed, family is
one of the many threads that con-
nects those who were left behind:
146 children lost at least one par-
ent in the Pentagon attack.

Even so, it could have been far
worse. Initial estimates were as
high as 900 killed and thousands
wounded. Lee Evey, head of the
Pentagon modernization program,
explained after the attack that the
hijacked jet hit a part of the Penta-
gon that had just undergone major
renovations, which strengthened
the building’s outer skin. New

14 April 2002
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Family members of those killed in the Sept. 11 attack on the Pentagon created a
makeshift memorial dedicated to lost loved ones outside the building. U.S. Army

The Pentagon burned
and buckled, but like
America it endured.
And like America, it
stands today in open
defiance of its enemies
and attackers.
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sprinkler systems con-
tained a fire fed by
20,000 pounds of jet
fuel. Blast-resistant
windows, Kevlar-lined
walls and fresh beam-
work withstood the
guided-missile Flight
77 had become. “Had
we not undertaken
this effort in the build-
ing,” Evey concluded,
“this could have been
much, much worse.”

Equally important,
with the renovations
barely complete, a
large portion of the
targeted area
remained empty. Evey
said, “We were in the
process of moving al-
most 5,000 people
into wedge one,”
which turned out to
be the impact site.

“Brick by brick,”
President Bush has
vowed, “we will quick-
ly rebuild the Penta-
gon.” Reconstruction is
expected to cost at
least $700 million.
Evey’s army of con-
tractors and builders
intends to finish the
job by spring 2003.
However, the Pentagon
will dedicate a memo-
rial to its fallen on the
one-year anniversary
of the attack.

A Fearful Thing. Most of us can-
not begin to grasp the personal
loss of Sept. 11, but given its trail
of death and destruction, it’s not
particularly difficult to understand
why those who survived the at-
tack are so committed to avenge
their dead. Indeed, they are driven
by an anger that burns white-hot
– the kind of anger that unleashed
Gettysburg and Dresden and Na-
gasaki, the kind of anger that
doesn’t flicker or smolder until
victory is won.

You can hear anger in their
words, which remind friend and foe
alike that a wounded America is
something to be feared, not pitied:
“We won’t forget these people …

Their deaths shall have meaning …
We will remember their lives … We
will retell their stories, again and
again … We will finish the job …
We will relentlessly pursue the ter-
rorists … The wound to this build-
ing will never be forgotten … We
will take the battle to the terrorists
… We will fight and we will win …
We will not fail.”

Their words give us a sense of
what President Woodrow Wilson
must have felt as America marched
into World War I: “It is a fearful
thing to lead this great peaceful
people into war.”

Their anger reminds us, too, that
despite the immeasurable loss of
Sept. 11, we also gained something
when the Pentagon was attacked.

We gained a new confi-
dence and an old sense
of patriotism. As
Rumsfeld intoned in
his eulogy at the Penta-
gon, the victims died
because they were
Americans. “They died
because of how they
lived – as free men and
women, proud of their
freedom, proud of their
country and proud of
their country’s cause.”

We gained a new
appreciation for men
and women in uni-
form, whether they
serve overseas, behind
a desk, in a squad car
or on a fire truck. And
with our cities trans-
formed into battlefields
and pyres, we have
gained a bitter under-
standing of the price of
freedom. Perhaps now
we understand what
veterans mean when
they say, “Freedom is
not free.” 

The Task Ahead.
Sept. 11 altered much
more than the Penta-
gon’s façade and Man-
hattan’s skyline. What
was once a splintered
country is now a unit-
ed people. What was
once a global financial
center is now a heap

of rubble. What was once a heli-
port is now sacred ground.

As President Lincoln said of an-
other piece of fire-scorched earth,
“We cannot hallow this ground.
The brave men, living and dead,
who struggled here have consecrat-
ed it far above our poor power to
add or detract.” To paraphrase Lin-
coln, it is left to us to finish the
great task ahead of us. Thanks in
no small part to those who lost their
lives that day, America is function-
ing today – and it will be in busi-
ness tomorrow. I

Alan W. Dowd is a freelance
writer living in Indianapolis. 

Article design: Doug Rollison
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Military servicemembers render honors as fire and rescue workers unfurl
an American flag over the side of the Pentagon following the terrorist
attack. U.S. Navy
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Rob Krott quit the active-duty
U.S. Army in 1988. But
more than a decade later, he

still has not left the battlefield.
The former infantry officer is a
genuine soldier of fortune,
although he’ll tell you the fortune
part of the job is mostly myth.
Krott can point to hotspots on the
map, from Europe to the Middle
East to Africa, where he’s hauled
a sleeping bag and fatigues and
plied his combat trade as either a
freelancer or American corporate
employee.

“I was bored,” Krott says. He
recalls the moment in 1993 when
he decided to join the Croatian
army. “It was a European ground
war. When was the last time we
saw one of those? It was some-
thing I wanted to do. It’s what
some other ex-American soldiers
are doing now. They’re bored and
they want to put to use what they
learned.”

Hard numbers don’t exist on
how many American mercenaries
roam the world looking for action.

Army Special
Forces soldiers at
Fort Bragg, N.C.,
say perhaps 200
ex-Green Berets
work for foreign
governments today.
Most, if not all, work for pri-
vate U.S. companies under license
from the State Department. They
teach combat skills rather than
directly participate in violence.

A precedent exists for what they
do. The job of mercenary is as old
as the nation-state itself. Foreign
soldiers helped expand and main-
tain nearly every great empire. The
ancient Romans, Greeks and Chi-
nese all used mercenaries. Today,
only the chaotic African continent
provides steady work for soldiers-
for-export, most often former com-
mandos from Britain and South
Africa. The French Foreign Legion
stands alone among Western pow-
ers as a reminder that armies used
to be regular places of employment
for foreign combatants.

“I don’t think there are a lot of
freelancers out there,” says Ken
Silverstein, author of the 2000

book “Private Warriors.” “I don’t
think there is enough opportunity.
I did a lot of research, and I could
never turn up big numbers here.
My impression is the South
Africans, the Israelis and the
British export more of that type of
professional than we do. There’s
not a big community.”

A Natural Progression. In the
five-year-old civil war in
Afghanistan, no reports exist of
ex-American soldiers joining the
opposition Northern Alliance and
fighting the Taliban. The best op-
portunity for ex-military people

BY ROWAN SCARBOROUGH

Foreign nations lure
ex-military adventurers
to teach war tactics.

Soldiers

SALE
Soldiers

SALE
forfor  
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came from the CIA. It
assembled a paramilitary
force of several hundred
field officers to aid the
rebels.

The job of mercenary,
however, is not so much a
dying art as an evolving
one in a natural progres-
sion – from exported sol-
dier to corporate employee,

with health and pension
benefits to boot. Being a merce-

nary has gone legit.
The U.S. State Depart-
ment issues scores of

permits annually to
U.S. security compa-
nies to train and ad-
vise friendly foreign
armies. The Cold
War’s end 12 years
ago, along with
America’s status as
the world’s most
efficient military
power, opened up
new opportunities
for these companies
in places like Taiwan,

the Balkans and Saudi
Arabia without Soviet

protests.
“It has become more

institutionalized,” says
Dwight Swift, managing edi-

tor of the Colorado-based Sol-
dier of Fortune magazine, a forum
for rugged, gun enthusiasts like
Krott to read and write about
mercenary adventures. “A lot of
us grew up on the idea of forming
groups and joining causes and
actually building our own units.
That’s changed a lot. I think now
companies have taken the role
over. They are not forming armies
as we did, but they are certainly
in the business of training govern-
ment troops.”

MPRI, an Alexandria, Va., firm
founded by retired Army generals,
is credited with turning a ragtag
Croatian military into a top-notch
group able to handily defeat Slo-
bodan Milosovic’s Yugoslav Ser-
bian army and keep their country
independent and democratic.

Another Northern Virginia
company, Vinnell Corp., supplies
to Saudi Arabia a cadre of ex-
American servicemembers who

train the oil kingdom’s National
Guard. The Guard is the country’s
elite force charged with protecting
the House of Saud from assassi-
nation and insurgency.

Aside from U.S. citizen John
Walker Lindh, who had no mili-
tary experience but reportedly
joined the Taliban for ideological
reasons, few Americans “go na-
tive” and join bad guys like a
Mexican or Colombian drug cartel
or an African henchman. Ex-Spe-
cial Forces soldiers maintain there
are few Frank Terpil types in the

business. Terpil, an ex-CIA ana-
lyst, ran guns for Ugandan dicta-
tor Idi Amin and sold intelligence
to Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi in
the 1970s.

Soldiers of Fortune. The last ex-
American GI known to have died
violently while engaged as a mer-
cenary is retired Army Col. Bob
MacKenzie in 1995. He went to
the West African nation of Sierra
Leone on the payroll of the ruling
government council, whose forces
were battling the rebel Revolution-
ary United Front. British press re-
ports said RUF fighters killed
McKenzie while he was scouting
for a live-fire training range.

Another former GI, Michael
Echanis, was killed in a plane
crash in Nicaragua in 1978. Weath-
er is listed as the official cause for
the crash, but witnesses said the
weather was clear and the Aero
Commando in which Echanis was
a passenger exploded before plum-
meting into Lake Nicaragua. Echa-
nis was serving as chief military
adviser to Nicaraguan President
Maj. Anastasio Samoza.

Krott says that whether his
urge for excitement takes him to
Somalia, Kuwait or the Balkans,
he makes sure he sides with the
“good guys.” He views his service
in the Croatian army in 1993 as
an example. The Yugoslav army
invaded the Croatian Republic in
1991, and Krott and about a
dozen other ex-GIs saw their roles
as helping an emerging nation
beat back an evil force.

“Most of us were not merce-
naries,” he says. “‘Mercenary’ has
a connotation that you fight for
money and will fight for anybody.
To a lot of us, this was just plain
old adventuring. ‘Soldier of for-
tune’ is a much better term.”

In Croatia, Krott was paid $250
a week in German currency. “I
taught them light infantry, every-
thing from small-unit patrolling to
rappelling to rubber-boat inser-
tion,” he recall. It was a time
when newly independent Croatia
was forming a defense force to
emulate an American-style mili-
tary. “We did everything from
hand-to-hand combat to mine war-
fare, long-range patrolling,

April 2002 19
The American Legion Magazine

Former Marine Rusty Rossey’s résumé
includes aid to the Nicaragua Contras
and the Guatemalan Army. Rusty Rossey

“People have a
misconception of what a
mercenary really is or

what an American
soldier might be involved
in.These little countries
where all these wars are

going on all the time
don’t need trigger-pullers.
They need people who are
valuable as instructors to
show them how to carry
out their desire or intent.”

– Rusty Rossey
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reconnais-
sance, com-
munications
and map
reading. It
was sort of
like Ranger
school,
without the
starvation
and stress.”

Asked if he
participated in

combat against
the Yugoslav

army, Krott – who
likes to talk and write

about his experiences –
is suddenly reticent. “Yes,

basically some small-unit
actions. Patrolling-type stuff. I
went off and did some sniping.”
He declines to be more specific.

For a lifelong soldier like Krott,
the best pay lies in corporate
America, where a grunt can make
$50,000 teaching basic tactics. An
ex-soldier skilled in weaponry can
earn more than $100,000 teaching
tank warfare or signals intelligence.
He says he earned $10,000 a
month in Somalia in 1993 working
for an American company. “The
most money I ever made is when I
was paid by my own government,”
he says. “If you go to work for cor-
porate entities, you’re much better
off. You’re not going to do the sexy
stuff or be in combat. 

“The people who are making
the big money are technicians,
especially the guys in avionics.
Foreign governments are not go-
ing to pay you thousands and
thousands of dollars to be a trig-
ger-puller. They have their own
trigger-pullers.”

Asked to sum up his soldier-of-
fortune career, the 38-year-old

Krott pauses, then says, “It’s not
as glamorous as people believe.”

A Risky Business. Rusty Rossey, a
former Marine who specialized in
survival training and desert war-
fare, aided anticommunist Contras
in Nicaragua from bases in Hon-
duras. In the early 1990s, he ad-
vised the Guatemalan army on
counter-insurgency tactics. “I did-
n’t do any of this for more mon-
ey,” says Rossey, who lives in the
United States making precision
rifles and teaching marksmanship.

Rossey declines to say whether
he engaged in combat in Central
America, or in Burma in the late
1980s, where he traveled to teach
rebels fighting an oppressive
regime.

People like Rossey are reluctant
to discuss their overseas adven-
tures for a reason. It is risky busi-
ness not just from a physical stand-
point, but also from a legal one.
The U.S. Criminal Code generally
prohibits an American citizen from
serving in a foreign military. A
warning is stated clearly on page 4
of every U.S. passport. “Under cer-
tain circumstances you may lose
your U.S. citizenship by perform-
ing any of the following acts.” One
act listed is “serving in the armed
forces of a foreign state.”

William Woodruff, a former
Army lawyer and now a professor
at Campbell University School of
Law, says any American joining a
foreign army is legally at risk. “It
would certainly raise the issue,
especially if in some way, shape
or form that foreign force came in
hostile contact with elements of
the United States,” Woodruff says.

U.S. statutes single out those
who enlist as commissioned offi-
cers in foreign armies, Woodruff
says. “The law is assuming some
sort of leadership. When you are
a commissioned officer, you are
an officer of the United States.
When you are a private, you are
not. It is not a constitutional of-
fice you are holding.” It is the ex-
Army judge advocate general’s
opinion the law does not cover
people who join non-institutional-
ized forces, such as the Central
American Contras, or who aid,
but do not join, foreign forces like
the Croatian army.

The rules for retired military
personnel are much stricter, says
Charles Gittins, a former Marine
Corps judge advocate general
who practices military criminal
law. Since retirees are still subject
to the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, they must get Congress’
approval to fight for, or with, a
foreign army he says.

Gittins also says that any
American who decides to fight on
his own overseas cannot expect
constitutional protections enjoyed
by the U.S. armed forces. “They
do not enjoy the status of United
States military personnel for pur-
poses of the Geneva Convention
because they are not armed U.S.
military personnel with a U.S.
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Robert MacKenzie is the last known ex-
American GI to have died violently as a
mercenary. Soldier Of Fortune Magazine

“There are very few
people from the

American Army or
Special Forces

community who have
gone off the reservation,
meaning they went to

work for someone bad.”
– Rob Krott, soldier of fortune
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military identification card,” he
says. “Whatever protections they
may or may not have are depend-
ent upon the status of the country
that they are fighting for and
whether or not they are members
of that country’s military. I would
expect that an American captured
fighting for another nation should
expect precious little in the way
of assistance from the State De-
partment or an embassy unless
they were being tortured or other
obvious human violations were
being visited upon them.”

Money to Be Made. A nonde-
script office building in Alexan-
dria, Va., best personifies the cor-
porate face of the modern-day
mercenary. It sits a few miles
down the Potomac River from the
Pentagon and contains some of
the brightest minds ever to wear
Army green. Former three- and
four-star generals created Military
Professional Resources Inc. 

“We were majors and lieutenant
colonels when the Vietnam War
ended,” said retired Lt. Gen. Ed
Soyster, an early MPRI executive.
“When the all-volunteer Army
came, we recognized it was going
to have to work. When people hire
us, they want U.S. military expert-
ise because of the status of the
army we left behind.”

MPRI’s president is Gen. Carl
E. Vuono, an ex-Army chief of
staff. Its executive vice president
is retired Gen. Ronald H. Griffith,
who led a division in the Gulf
War. Ex-generals founded the
company in 1988 chiefly to advise
the U.S. Army. Their brainpower
helped the Army devise new doc-
trine and training techniques,
leaving active generals free to stay
in the field with their combat
units. The fall of the Berlin Wall
created new opportunities, espe-

cially in the fractured, hate-filled
Balkans, where democratic mind-
ed Croatians and Bosnians need-
ed help breaking free from
Yugoslav Serbs.

Croatian officials were wise
enough to realize they had little
skill at building a civilian-run
armed force. “‘We don’t have the
foggiest idea how to do this,’”
Soyster recalls the Croatians telling
MPRI in December 1994. “‘We’re a
bunch of old communists.’”

The company decided money
was to be made in the Balkans and

won permission from the State De-
partment’s Office of Defense Trade
Controls to work overseas. Soyster
said the firms’ involvement in
Croatia spurred news stories that
the company was a shill for the
U.S. government and passed intel-
ligence to the Croats that helped
them defeat the Serbs in 1995. The
suspicions were fueled by the fact
that Soyster’s last posting was as
director of the Pentagon’s Defense
Intelligence Agency. But Soyster
calls the speculation “pure myth.”
He says, “In Croatia, we taught

April 2002 21
The American Legion Magazine

“The people who
are making the big

money are technicians,
especially the guys in

avionics. ”
– Rob Krott, soldier of fortune

ABOVE: Col. Lane Van de Steeg of the U.S. Department of Defense, working in con-
junction with MPRI, conducts a public-affairs seminar with Armenian information offi-
cers during the 2001 Exchange Program. MPRI

TOP: An MPRI Instructor discusses land-navigation techniques with Army of the Fed-
eration soldiers in Bosnia-Herzegovina as part of the U.S. State Department’s “Train
and Equip” program in 1999. MPRI
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democratic
transition
assistance.
You could
teach that
forever and
it would
not help
you on the
battlefield.

We were
very scrupu-

lous. No one at
MPRI has ever

carried a gun
while at MPRI.”
The 1995 Dayton

Accords provided a larg-
er market share. While the

U.S. Army went in to keep the
Bosnian Serbs, Croats and Mus-
lims apart, the State Department
needed a second party to teach
them to work as an effective
armed force. MPRI got the con-
tract, hired more than 200 ex-
Army soldiers and went to work
teaching the Bosnians how to or-
ganize and use the hundreds of
pieces of surplus armaments
flowing into the shattered coun-
try. “We trained on everything
from assembly and disassembly
of the M-16 rifle to establishing a
ministry of defense and a joint
command,” Soyster says.

Today, the company that began
as a consulting team for the U.S.
Army has employees working for
foreign governments in Africa, the
Middle East, Europe, Latin Ameri-
ca and Asia. In the newest Balkans
hotspot, Macedonia, MPRI has a
U.S. government contract to help
that struggling country erect a
ministry of defense. In Taiwan,
company technicians are helping
the Republic of China use U.S.-
provided communications equip-

ment. “The retired military
community is a national
treasure,” Soyster says. “And
if you can pull them together

and provide a structure they
can do anything.”

Soyster says that at first MPRI
was tight-lipped on its overseas
operations. This may have con-
tributed to what he terms
“myths” about the company’s
true involvement in the Balkans.
Today, officials readily grant press
interviews and invite journalists
to view headquarters.

A Close Eye. Not all companies
take an open-door approach. Dyn-
Corp generally doesn’t discuss its
consulting operation in the Latin
America drug wars. Vinnell Corp.,
a subsidiary of TRW, declined to
answer questions about its con-
tract to advise the Saudi royalty.
Company documents state that
Vinnell is “a leader in training for-
eign military forces to U.S. stan-
dards. Vinnell has been the con-
tractor for training and modern-
ization of the Saudi Arabian
National Guard.” It advertises for
ex-soldiers able to train the Saudis
in battalion operations, the
Bradley fighting vehicle, anti-tank
weapons and physical security to
guard against terrorist attacks.

The United States closely regu-
lates MPRI, Vinnell and other
“corporate mercenaries” for a rea-
son. The government does not

want its seal of approval on direct
military actions that it cannot con-
trol, and it does not want exported
soldiers to appear to be doing the
United States’ dirty work.

No company better illustrates
such pitfalls as the now-disband-
ed Executive Outcomes, which
tried to cash in on Africa’s cor-
rupt leaders and prolific insurgen-
cies. The South African-based
company closed shop in 1998 af-
ter media reports charged that its
cadre of apartheid-era ex-soldiers
directly participated in bloody
conflicts in Angola, Sierra Leone
and Papua, New Guinea. The As-
sociated Press quoted the firm’s
director, Nico Palm, as saying that
improved government-run armies,
not misconduct, forced Executive
Outcomes out of business. South
Africa was so alarmed by reports
of abuse it passed an anti-merce-
nary law.

But in the United States, corpo-
rate soldiers of fortune are thriving
with this country’s blessings. “Peo-
ple have a misconception of what
a mercenary really is or what an
American soldier might be
involved in,” Rossey says. “These
little countries where all these
wars are going on all the time
don’t need trigger-pullers. They
need people who are valuable as
instructors to show them how to
carry out their desire or intent.” I

Rowan Scarborough covers the Pen-
tagon for The Washington Times.

Article design: Doug Rollison
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An MPRI Kuwait observer-controller team
supports the U.S. deployed task force in
the Middle East region in 2001. MPRI

The job of mercenary,
however, is not so much

a dying art as an
evolving one in a natural

progression from
exported soldier to

corporate employee, with
health and pension

benefits to boot. Being a
mercenary has gone legit.
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point-counterpoint

Sow the seeds of freedom, and you may
be surprised where the wind will carry
them. When I announced my presiden-

tial campaign and flat-tax platform in 1995, I
had no idea how soon the flat tax would be-
come the law of the land – in Russia. 

My mission, as I saw it, was to win the
U.S. presidency and usher in a new era of
reform – or, at least, persuade the American
political class to resign our Jurassic-era tax
code and replace it with a new code that is
honest, simple and fair. 

Indeed, Russia’s tax code was so
complex, corrupt and unfair that by com-
parison ours looks as pure as snow. Massive
cheating and outright tax evasion is com-
monplace in Russia. Families struggle to
live, and the government was close to bank-
ruptcy. So President Vladimir Putin pushed
through the Russian parliament a radical
13-percent flat-tax plan designed to turn the
bear into a bull.

President George W. Bush couldn’t help
but note Putin’s political success when the

two recently met in Slovenia. “I was so im-
pressed that he was able to simplify his tax
code in Russia with a flat tax,” Bush said.
“I’m not so sure I’ll have the same success
with our Congress.”

The real question, as Bush implied, is
whether American political leaders under-
stand the increasingly urgent necessity of fun-
damental tax reduction and tax simplification. 

There’s no question that the American
people strongly support dramatic change, for
it is “we the people” – not they the
politicians – who shoulder the crushing and
growing burden of the current system.

Consider these facts:
� U.S. taxpayers must chart their course

through a maze of more than 1,000 federal
tax forms, publications and notices.

� Americans spend some 5.4 billion hours
each year filling out IRS paperwork and an
estimated $250 billion a year complying with
the tax code.

� Fifty-six percent of Americans now pay
someone else to complete their tax returns.

� The IRS now employs more than
100,000 employees with a budget of more
than $7 billion.

That’s the bad news. The good news is
there’s a better way.

24 April 2002
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Flat tax is fairer for all.
BY STEVE FORBES

Although most Americans feel the current tax 
system is too complex and in need of reform, experts
can’t agree on a solution. Former U.S. presidential
candidate Steve Forbes and Citizens for Tax Justice
Director Robert S. McIntyre address both sides of 
the flat-tax debate.

s see Forbes, page 26
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Is there anything new under the
sun to say about the flat tax?
The quirky idea of replacing

our current progressive income
tax with a flat-rate wage tax has
been around long enough that
countless words have been writ-
ten explaining why it would be
truly terrible for most taxpayers.
And yet, like Whack-A-Mole, the
flat tax keeps popping up every
time it’s beaten down.

You don’t have to be a rocket
scientist to figure out that getting
rid of graduated tax rates in favor
of a single rate – taxing more of
most workers’ incomes but giving
huge new loopholes to the
wealthy – has to mean a colossal
tax shift away from the richest
and onto everybody else. Occa-
sionally, even some flat-tax sup-
porters admit this obvious truth.

“Anything you do to flatten tax
rates will lead to lower taxes on
the rich and more to those on the
bottom,” flat-tax advocate Steve
Moore, then of the Cato Institute,
told The New York Times in 1999. 

Or listen to what the original
designers of the flat-tax plan,
Robert Hall and Alvin Rabushka,
said in 1982: “Now for some bad
news ... it is an obvious mathe-
matical law that lower taxes on
the successful will have to be
made up by higher taxes on aver-
age people.”

Those higher taxes are far from
trivial. This year, a typical couple
with two children making $50,000
will pay just under $2,100 in fed-
eral income taxes. If instead that
family had to pay the flat tax be-
ing pushed by publishing pluto-
crat Steve Forbes, the family’s in-
come tax would jump to more
than $3,500, even at the ridicu-
lously inadequate 17-percent tax
rate he proposes.

It gets even worse, because a
17-percent flat-tax rate is a pipe
dream. At such a rate, Forbes’
plan would cost upward of $260
billion a year
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Flat tax benefits
only the rich.
BY ROBERT S. MCINTYRE

s see McIntyre, page 28Th
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A Simple Solution.
We cannot tinker

with this tax-code monstrosity or
try to reform it around the edges.
The only thing we can do with
this hideous beast is kill it, bury it
and hope it never rises again to
terrorize the American people. We
must replace it with a flat tax
that’s simple, fair and honest, and
is a real tax cut. 

The greatest source of political
pollution and corruption in Wash-
ington is the complexity of the
federal income-tax code. With
17,000 pages and 7.5 million
words of rules and regulations,
the system invites lobbyists claim-
ing, “Hey, there are special one-
and two-sentence tax breaks for
all kinds of people and
companies. Why can’t we just
slip in another for my
client? And, by the way,
I’d be happy to make a
large cash donation to
your re-election
campaign.”

The strength of the
flat tax is that it is hon-
est. It does away with
loopholes, tax shelters,
and unfair favors for
the politically well-con-
nected and special-in-
terest groups. 

More than half the
lobbying in Washington
involves taxes. With some $2 tril-
lion in tax revenues flowing into
Washington each year, no wonder
some 67,000 lobbyists are trying
to carve out special deals for their
clients. But it is exactly this type
of system that favors the powerful,
wealthy and well-connected at the
expense of hard-working Ameri-
cans who can’t afford to hire a
lobbyist at $20,000 a month.

Make the system simple and
honest. Remove the clutter and
corruption. When you root out
corruption and complexity, you
make a system more equitable for
all. Under a flat-tax system, every
American would be treated equal-
ly and fairly. The wealthy would
not have any loopholes or shelters
in which to hide their money.
Thus, the less you make, the less
you pay. The more you make, the
more you pay. That’s fair. 

A Pro-Family Tax. Another great
case for the flat tax is that it is a
real tax cut for hardworking
American families. In my propos-
al, each adult would have an an-
nual exemption of $13,000 and
each child $5,000. That means a
family of four earning $36,000
would pay no federal income tax
– a tax cut of more than $1,600.
That’s real money that could be
used to pay off credit-card debts,
cover medical expenses, buy a
home computer or save for retire-
ment. Any money earned above
the general personal exemptions
would be taxed at a low 17 per-
cent. There would be no marriage
penalty; no discrimination against
having children; and no tax on
Social Security benefits, pensions
or dividends, to name a few.

The flat tax also will be a great
boon for the American economy
and businesses, especially small
businesses that fuel it. With a flat
tax, there will be no tax on basic
operating expenses. The costs of
doing business, such as wages
and materials, would be deducted
from gross revenues. So would
capital equipment. The remaining
income will be taxed at the sim-
ple, low rate of 17 percent. 

There are no complicated in-
vestment depreciation schedules.
Instead, there will be immediate
expensing, and unused expensing
can be carried forward. There
will be no complicated, anti-
growth alternative minimum tax
and no capital-gains tax. Experts
believe interest rates will fall.
Plus, the system is so simple it
will virtually eliminate the $250
billion we spend each year com-

plying with the tax code. If we
phase in such a system – with a
transition plan that is fair and
cost-effective to American busi-
nesses that have made major de-
cisions based on the current rules
– then we can truly position our-
selves for a new century of
tremendous growth.

Even critics of the flat tax agree
that such reforms will boost the
American economy. They disagree
only on the size of the boost.
Economist Dan Mitchell of the
Heritage Foundation says, “It’s
worth noting that an increase in
the growth rate of just one-half of
one percentage point would boost
the annual income of an average
family of four by more than
$5,000 after 10 years.”

What to Expect. What
will happen to charitable
giving, for example?
With a flat tax, we will
see a surge in charitable
giving. Americans don’t
need to be bribed by the
tax code to do what is in
their hearts. We are a
very generous people,
and history proves that
when people have more
money, they give more
to charity. With a flat
tax, people will be free
to give more to those

who need it most.
Elaine Chao is now the U.S.

Secretary of Labor in the Bush
administration. From 1992 to
1996, she was president and
CEO of United Way of America,
one of the largest charitable or-
ganizations on the planet. In her
essay “Why The Flat Tax Will
Boost Charitable Giving,” pub-
lished in “The IRS v. The Peo-
ple,” she writes, “Donations to
nonprofit organizations would
likely increase under a flat tax
with no charitable deduction.
And donations to religious
organizations and charitable or-
ganizations that are engaged in
direct human service and wel-
fare activities would likely
increase the most. The simple
reason is that under a flat tax,
Americans will see an increase
in economic
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point-counterpoint

[Forbes]

“The strength of the flat tax is
that it is honest. It does away
with loopholes, tax shelters, and
unfair favors for the politically
well-connected and special-
interest groups.”

s see Forbes, page 30
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and would throw
the federal gov-

ernment into deep deficit spend-
ing again. Our couple with two
children would see its $2,100 in-
come-tax bill jump to $5,200, an
increase of more than $3,000.

Even at Forbes’ budget-busting
17-percent rate, his flat tax would
increase taxes on every income
group below $100,000. At a break-
even rate of around 25 percent,
only the $200,000-plus crowd
would pay less. A lot less, one
might add. People making more
than $500,000 year would get an
average annual tax cut of
$240,000 each.

Windfall for the Wealthy. Why is
the flat tax such a bad deal for
most Americans and such a wind-
fall for the wealthy? Let’s look at
the details. Right now, about
three-quarters of all taxpayers pay
at most a 10-percent tax rate on
part of their taxable incomes and
15 percent on the rest. Another
fifth of us also pay as much as a
27-percent rate on a portion of
our incomes, scheduled to fall to
25 percent by 2006. That leaves
only a handful of taxpayers at the
top-paying higher rates, although
they produce so much income
that those higher rates raise a lot
of revenue.

Thus for the vast majority, the
combination of the current tax
rates is a lot lower than the rough-
ly 25-percent rate that the flat tax

would require to break even. In-
deed, for most of us, tax rates are
actually lower than the absurd 17-
percent rate that Forbes calls for.
On top of that, current taxes are
often reduced by some fairly hefty
tax credits – especially for families
with children – that would be re-
pealed under the flat tax.

But Forbes insists that impos-
ing a higher tax rate on most of
us won’t be a problem because
he’ll allow big exemptions in
computing taxable income –
equal to $36,000 for a family of
four, he says. Forbes doesn’t seem
to have noticed that under current
law, a family of four doesn’t start
paying income taxes until it
makes more than about $38,000.

Moreover, Forbes’ supposed
$36,000 exemption for a family of
four is a hoax. One “feature” of his
plan is that it would tax health-
insurance benefits and even the
Social Security payroll taxes that
employers pay on behalf of their
workers. For a couple making
$50,000 in wages, those “fringe
benefits” are typically about
$8,000 a year, and every dollar of
them would be taxed by Forbes.
(Forbes likes to claim that this is a
“business tax,” but everyone, in-
cluding his own top adviser,
agrees that workers will actually
pay the taxes.) That means even
low-income workers who make far
less than Forbes’ supposed “tax-
free” levels – and who now pay no
income tax – would be hit hard
under the flat tax.

At the top of the income scale,
the flat tax is a completely differ-
ent story. Forbes’ plan not only
sharply cuts the wealthy’s tax
rates – the current highest rate is
38.6 percent – but he also slashes
their taxable income, too. You see,
the flat tax only applies to earned
income, things like wages, fringe
benefits, self-employment income
and pensions. So people who get
most of their income from inter-
est, dividends and capital gains –
namely, the rich – will see their
taxable incomes plummet by al-
most 60 percent for the lucky few
who make more than $500,000 a
year. Although Forbes brags about
closing loopholes like the home-
mortgage interest deduction for

those at the very top, he wants to
vastly expand loopholes.

In other words, the flat tax of-
fers the wealthy a combination of
both lower tax rates and less tax-
able income that at a break-even
tax rate would cut taxes by $250
billion a year on people making
more than $200,000. That $250
billion would have to be made up
by people who make less.

Tax Filing More Complex. Forbes
and the rest of the flat-tax brigade
hate the fact that every serious
analyst from Ronald Reagan’s
Treasury Department on has
bashed the flat tax as a major tax
increase on most Americans. So
during his presidential campaign
in 1999, Forbes came up with
what he thought was the perfect
rebuttal. He promised that any
adversely affected taxpayers could
continue to fill out their taxes un-
der the old tax law if they want to.

Forbes may think this was a
clever ploy, but in fact it just
makes his true agenda even clear-
er. Vastly overstated claims about
“tax simplification” have hereto-
fore been the flat tax’s chief sell-
ing point, yet now Forbes has
thrown simplification out the win-
dow. In effect, he’s saying that as
long as he can get huge tax cuts
for people like himself, he’s hap-
py to make tax filing even more
complex than it is today. After all,
to figure out whether you want to
use the new flat tax or the old tax
law, you’d have to fill out your
taxes twice! And not surprisingly,
after doing the additional calcula-
tions, the vast majority of us
would choose to continue to file
under the old tax law.

In addition, making the flat tax
optional sends the revenue loss
soaring even higher. At Forbes’s
proposed 17-percent rate, an op-
tional flat tax would cost a stag-
gering $400 billion a year, with
most of the tax cuts going to a
tiny group of 856,000 people
making more than $500,000.

Does Forbes have any plan for
how he’ll pay for this enormous
hole in the budget? Not really.

Asked about this mammoth
budget shortfall, Forbes’ chief tax
adviser fatu-
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point-counterpoint

[McIntyre]

“For the vast
majority, the 
combination of the
current tax rates is a
lot lower than the
roughly 25-percent
rate that the flat tax
would require to
break even.”

s see McIntyre, page 30
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They dedicated their best years to keeping America strong... 
Decades later many would get sick from the
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From the 1930s to 1965 the
Brooklyn Navy Yard teemed with

activity. Thousands of men and
women worked there — and at hun-

dreds of other shipyards, facto-

ries, powerhouses and construc-

tion sites — to keep America strong
through times of war and peace.

They were unaware of the silent
danger that stalked them every
working day — asbestos.

For many, it would take decades
before the symptoms started show-
ing  — shortness of breath, a cough
that wouldn’t go away, chronic
fatigue.

And then the diagnosis —
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If you are a victim of asbestos-

related mesothelioma or lung 
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your rights and know what you are
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A free consultation with Weitz &
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your best course of action. Weitz &
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the United States for more than 
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To speak with one of our repre-
sentatives and to obtain a copy 
of our free booklet on asbestos 
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growth, personal
income, savings and

net wealth, all of which will en-
able them to donate more to char-
itable organizations.” 

Will the flat tax lead to a re-
turn to deficits? Just the opposite.
It will significantly boost
economic growth and help ward
off future deficits. 

Slower growth and runaway
government spending causes
deficits. Look at what’s happening
right now in Washington. Our sky-
high tax burden has contributed
to a significant slowdown in our
economy over the last year or so.
Now government revenues are be-
ginning to slow as well. 

By contrast, every time in
American history we have lowered
the tax burden, the American peo-
ple have responded with
energy, imagination and
innovation. President
Kennedy’s across-the-
board reductions took
the top rate down from
91 percent to 70 percent.
The economy boomed.
Despite the steep cuts,
federal receipts grew al-

most 40 percent within four years.
The same phenomenon happened
with the Reagan reductions, which
gave us a then-record peacetime
expansion. The problem during
the 1980s wasn’t tax cuts and eco-
nomic growth. It was the
insatiable congressional appetite
for ever more spending.

This gets to the dirty little secret
in Washington: what the politicians
really fear from tax relief and tax
simplification is not a loss of rev-
enue, but a loss of power.

The Future of Freedom. When
our founding fathers signed the
Declaration of Independence, they
pledged their lives, their fortunes
and their sacred honor to fight
successfully King George’s tyran-
ny, including his imposition of

taxes without our consent. Teddy
Roosevelt bolted from the Repub-
lican Party to form the “Bull
Moose Party” to oppose massive
new anti-growth tariffs imposed
by his fellow Republicans. Presi-
dent Kennedy squared off against
establishmentarians for across-
the-board tax cuts to “get Ameri-
ca moving again.” President Rea-
gan battled the Washington estab-
lishment to win bold, dramatic
tax relief for the American people.

The time has come to once
again debate the future of
freedom, to decide what sort of
tax code we want to govern us in
the 21st century. It is time, once
and for all, to tear down the cur-
rent tax code and replace it with a
flat tax that’s a tax cut – a flat tax
that’s honest, simple and fair. If

the Russians can do it,
so can we. I

Steve Forbes is president
and CEO of Forbes, Inc.,
and publisher of Forbes
magazine. He was a can-
didate for the Republican
nomination for U.S. pres-
ident in 1996.

ously
opined

in 1999 that “much of
the domestic welfare
state should be disman-
tled.” But with all
domestic appropriations
totalling less than $330
billion in fiscal 2001, you
couldn’t cover the cost of
Forbes’ optional flat tax
even if you wiped out every single
program from agriculture to trans-
portation to veterans.

The fact that the flat tax is a
fraud doesn’t mean that we don’t
need a much simpler, fairer tax
system. Over the past decade,
federal lawmakers – cheered on
by flat-tax advocates such as
House Majority Leader Dick
Armey, R-Texas – have larded the
tax code with tax break after tax
break. Some were well-
intentioned but misguided. Oth-
ers were designed to reward

wealthy corporations and politi-
cal donors.

As a result, taxpayers with
identical incomes now can pay
radically different amounts in
taxes – capital gains, for instance,
are taxed at a fraction of the rates
on wages. Many multinational
corporations use complicated
schemes to pay little or nothing
in income taxes on billions in
profits. And all of us have to
wade through tax forms that are
far more complicated than they
need to be.

There’s a straightfor-
ward answer to this
problem, and unlike the
flat tax, it doesn’t entail
a massive tax shift from
the rich onto everyone
else. Instead, we need to
put the pressure on
Washington to close the
most egregious
loopholes, so that people

and companies pay taxes on what
they really earn at progressive
rates based on their ability to pay.

President Reagan teamed up
with a bipartisan Congress to do
exactly this kind of real tax reform
in 1986. After an unfortunate
decade of undermining Reagan’s
legacy, it’s time to revisit genuine
tax reform. I

Robert S. McIntyre is director of Citi-
zens for Tax Justice in Washington.

Article design: King Doxsee
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point-counterpoint

[McIntyre]

[Forbes]

“Although Forbes brags about
closing loopholes like the home-
mortgage interest deduction, for
those at the very top he wants to
vastly expand loopholes.”

“The flat tax also will be a great
boon for the American economy
and businesses, especially small
businesses that fuel it.”
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Is the anti-American
dictator acting as a
nexus for terror groups
and rogue states?

The U.S. government’s
detainment of Taliban and
al-Qaida prisoners at Guan-

tanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba
was supremely ironic given Fidel
Castro’s longstanding support for
global terrorism. As we continue
our worldwide battle against ter-
rorists, the sly but significant ter-
ror-monger on our doorstep
should not be overlooked. Castro
is a bankrupt dictator with a
decades-long history of support
for violent and anti-American ter-
ror groups, an obsessive hatred of
the United States, sophisticated
spy rings operating on our soil
and the capability of biological
warfare. 

While he has not been directly
linked to the Sept. 11 attacks, con-
siderable circumstantial evidence
ties Castro to an international ter-
ror network extending from
Afghanistan to the Middle East
and South America.

According to an Associated
Press report, an Afghani al-Qaida
defector reported seeing Cubans
training in camps in the Kunar

province
of Afghanistan.
On Sept. 15, the
government of the
Cayman Islands publicly
reported that Afghan
nationals detained there in
the wake of Sept. 11 report-
edly transited through Cuba
carrying fake passports and
suspiciously large sums of
cash, in the amount of $2
million. Two others detained
after Sept. 11 in Panama for
their possible financial con-
nection to Osama bin Laden’s
network were reportedly en
route to Cuba. 

One story receiving wide-
spread coverage in the main-
stream press was a scandal in-
volving accused Castro spy
Ana Belen Montes. The
Washington Post reported
that the FBI arrested
Montes – the senior
Cuba analyst at the U.S.
Defense Intelligence
Agency – on Sept. 21
after only a few
months of surveil-
lance. The FBI
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believed she could pass American
war plans on to Castro’s intelli-
gence service, the Directorate of
General Intelligence, which might
in turn offer the plans to bin
Laden supporters. Following the
Sept. 11 attacks, Montes allegedly
transmitted classified information
to her DGI spymasters through
Cuba’s mission to the United Na-
tions. Castro, meanwhile, report-
edly ordered a military alert in
Cuba and called up reserves. In-
telligence specialists believe Cas-
tro may have had reasons to fear
a possible U.S. retaliation.

Montes is the highest-ranking
American ever accused of spying
for Castro. An influential analyst
with high-level access across the
entire U.S. intelligence community,
she had considerable input into
recent Defense Department reports
minimizing the Cuban threat. 

Cuba’s agents operating in the
United States also include a mili-

tary spy ring code-named
the “Wasp network,”

uncovered in Miami.
Dismissed by Cas-
tro apologists as
irrelevant,
evidence uncov-
ered during the
trial proves these
descriptions were
wrong. The FBI
has stated this
ring was direct-
ly involved in
orchestrating
the deliberate
1996 shoot-
down of two
small civilian
aircraft pilot-
ed by the
“Brothers to
the Rescue”
group over
the Florida
Straits, mur-
dering three
Americans.
It also
charges the
DGI with
conducting
espionage

against U.S.
military and

civil aviation

through a network of some 300
agents operating across the conti-
nent. Quoting federal law-enforce-
ment officials, Insight magazine
reported that “information which
Atta’s al-Qaida cells readily pos-
sessed on flight schools, airport
security and airline flight patterns
only could have been obtained
through an intelligence infrastruc-
ture already in place.” A Cuban
spy ring certainly fits that bill.

Questionable Company. The
Cuban intelligence service is one
of the most effective in the world.
According to one Pentagon
source, “only a highly sophisticat-
ed espionage network could have
cracked the code of Air Force One
in an apparent breach of security
that caused U.S. Secret Service
officials to fly the president out of
sight on the morning of Sept. 11.”
Additionally, Martin Arrostegui
said in Insight that al-Qaida ring-
leader Mohammed Atta – who
organized the Sept. 11 attacks and
crashed a hijacked airliner into
the World Trade Center – may
have met secretly with Cuban un-
dercover agents shortly after his
arrival in the United States last
year. Atta’s contacts also may
have included high-level officials
of Cuba’s biological-warfare pro-
gram. They allegedly spoke with
Atta at a Miami motel.

Arrostegui said federal investi-
gators suspect one of Atta’s
Cuban contacts may have been a
top defense-ministry officer with
personal ties to Castro. The man
is thought to have entered the
United States under cover of as-
signment to a Cuban-government
delegation visiting during the
Elian Gonzalez saga. The Czech
government has confirmed that
Atta similarly met with Iraqi intel-

ligence officers in Prague.
A Russian defector has said

that Castro also supplied critical
intelligence on U.S. military activ-
ities to Saddam Hussein during
the Gulf War, information gained
from spies in the United States
and through his Soviet-built sig-
nals-intelligence facility in Lour-
des capable of eavesdropping on
phone calls in Washington. Until
recently, the Russians paid Castro
more than $200 million a year in
much-needed hard currency for
access to Lourdes. In a surprise
move, though, Russian President
Vladimir Putin withdrew his sup-
port and 1,500 advisers in the
wake of the attacks on Washing-
ton and New York. Some analysts
speculate he feared Castro may
have been using the Lourdes facil-
ity to collect intelligence later fun-
neled to bin Laden, Iraq and other
terror groups. Castro enjoyed hav-
ing the Russian advisers as a
shield against a U.S. attack and
was furious at their removal.

Unfortunately, the Chinese
have seemingly supplanted the
Russians as Castro’s primary elec-
tronic espionage partner, building
a new sophisticated signals-intel-
ligence complex in Bejucal, Cuba,
operating under the cover of Ra-
dio China. In addition to their use
for espionage, these installations
are reportedly part of a robust cy-
ber-warfare capability Castro is
developing. The FCC has stated
the complex is capable of interfer-
ing with U.S. communications
and air-traffic control. The Chi-
nese also reportedly sent a mes-
sage to New York air-traffic con-
trol replicating U.S. military flight
codes and falsely identifying
themselves as U.S. military trans-
port planes, a chilling taste of
things to come. 

Castro the Puppeteer. Castro’s
current links to international ter-
rorism are all the more plausible
given his long-standing, obsessive
hatred of the United States and
track record of support for violent
radical extremists. Despite Cas-
tro’s recent protestations of inno-
cence, he has been an active
sponsor of terrorism since the
1940s and in many ways spawned

America must warn
Castro that it will
not tolerate Cuba’s
offer to be a haven
for international
terrorists.
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the current global terror network.
In 1958, Castro expressed his pas-
sionate belief that he was
destined to lead an anti-American
crusade. “I am going to launch
another much longer and bigger
war against them. I realize now
that this is going to be my true
destiny,” he wrote to trusted aide
Celia Sanchez. True to his word,
Castro dispatched terrorist merce-
naries to Africa, South America
and other locations in the 1960s.

According to various sources,
Castro’s terror effort mushroomed
in the 1970s and 1980s. As the
spearhead of the Soviet Union’s
global-subversion campaign, he
trained, equipped and advised an
alphabet soup of terror groups
and Latin American guerrillas
such as Faribundo Marti Libera-
tion Front in El Salvador, the San-
dinistas in Nicaragua, the Nation-
al Liberation Army and the Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces of
Columbia, the Shining Path and
European Red Brigades in Peru,
Carlos “The Jackal,” the Irish Re-
publican Army and the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Pales-
tine, among others. Thousands of
terrorists reportedly graduated
from Cuba’s training camps in
Matanzas and the Isle of Pines –
otherwise known as the Isle of
Youth – and spread like a cancer
worldwide. Castro’s military ad-
visers trained other terrorists in
dozens of war-torn countries and
left a trail of blood over several
continents. Many of these groups
also conducted attacks in the
United States. 

The Cuban dictator also direct-
ly supported violent domestic U.S.
terrorists such as the radical
Weathermen underground and the
Puerto Rican nationalist group
Machetero, responsible for numer-
ous bombings and murders. In
1979 and 1980, Castro-sponsored
Machetero terrorists destroyed
several Air National Guard jets in
Puerto Rico worth more than $45
million and murdered two U.S.
Marines. Cuban defector Jorge
Masetti, a former highly placed
Cuban intelligence officer, said
Castro also organized and partly
financed the 1983 Machetero rob-
bery of a Wells Fargo depot in

Connecticut. He later provided
safe haven for one of the terrorists
and received $4 million of the
stolen $7 million via diplomatic
pouch through Mexico.

Some argue that the aging Cas-
tro is now more interested in
tourism trade than the terror busi-
ness – a dangerous delusion. He
is interested in both. The Cuban
dictator has never wavered in his
ideological “jihad” against Ameri-
ca, even while wooing Western
investors. Following the Sept. 11
attacks, Castro followed the lead
of hard-line Muslim leaders by
blaming “this tragedy” on “the
terrorist policies of the United
States.” In recent months he has

been organizing a new anti-West-
ern alliance of rogue states, now
including Chavez’ Venezuela. As
recently as May 2001, Castro
toured Syria, Libya and Iran to
garner support for this effort. On
May 10 in Tehran, the Iranian
Press Service reported Castro as
saying, “Iran and Cuba together
can bring America to its knees.” 

Castro’s aggressive, overt terror
effort continued as long as the So-
viet Union provided him cover
and protection. After the fall of
the Soviet empire in the early
1990s, however, Castro exchanged
his open and active involvement
in terrorism for a subtler and easi-
ly disguised role as a mentor-facil-
itator, intelligence provider and
safe harbor. While Castro may no
longer be running active terror
training camps in Cuba, he still is
intimately connected to the inter-
national terror network he helped
create, acting as a critical nexus
for many disparate terror groups
and rogue states. Cuba is currently
one of seven nations  – along with
Iran, Iraq, Syria, Libya, North Ko-
rea, and Sudan – on the State De-
partment’s list of terrorist states. 

Despite a campaign in some
quarters to remove Cuba from
this list, Castro’s status is well-
deserved. In 2000, the State De-
partment reported that Cuba con-
tinued to provide safe haven to
several terrorists and U.S.
fugitives. Even since the Sept. 11
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In his first visit to Tehran just four months before the World Trade Center fell, Cuban
leader Fidel Castro met with Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and pub-
licly remarked how the U.S. mainland was vulnerable to attack. AP

According to one
Pentagon source,“only
a highly sophisticated
espionage network
could have cracked the
code of Air Force One
and caused U.S. Secret
Service officials to fly
the president out of
sight on the morning
of Sept. 11.”
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attacks, Castro has been discov-
ered hosting terrorist groups such
as the IRA, who are training
Marxist guerrillas – the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) – responsible for a savage
terror and urban bombing cam-
paign in their country. 

Twenty Cuban military advis-
ers are reported as currently oper-
ating with FARC, and Colombian
military intelligence has intercept-
ed guerrilla radio communications
in which senior FARC military
commanders discuss forming an
“anti-imperialist front” to launch
terrorist attacks against targets in
the United States. 

Biological Warfare. Increasingly
worrisome are Castro’s potential
chemical and biological weapons
development and proliferation.
Castro has long been suspected of
hiding a biological-chemical
weapons program within his so-
phisticated, Soviet-created
biotechnology industry. 

In May 1998, Secretary of De-
fense William Cohen testified be-
fore Congress that Cuba possesses
advanced biotechnology and is
capable of mass-producing agents
for biological warfare. High-level
Cuban defectors as well as Col.
Ken Alibek, former deputy chief
of the ex-Soviet Union’s biological
warfare program and author of
“Biohazard,” support that assess-

ment. Others have described his
secret labs in detail. Castro also
may be exporting this capability
to his rogue friends. The Miami
Herald reported that senior Cuban
officials inaugurated a new
“biotech” research plant near
Tehran in October 2000, despite
reports that the Iranians already
produce almost all their pharma-
ceutical needs domestically.

Castro may have exported bio-
logical and chemical weapons to
other regions as well, specifically
to FARC in Colombia. A FARC
bomb that burned out the lungs of
an entire police garrison in the
Colombian town of San Adolfo in
September reportedly contained
chlorine-based poison gas. Some
analysts believe that Cuban mili-
tary advisers may be helping de-
velop this chemical-warfare capa-
bility. Significantly, Cuban troops
are believed to have used chemi-
cal weapons against anti-commu-

nist guerrillas in Angola and
South African troops in the 1980s.
Exchanges between bin Laden’s
al-Qaida network and Cuban intel-
ligence could thus also involve the
provision of chemical weapons
and “weaponized” biological
strains produced by Cuba’s secret
biochemical warfare facilities.

Castro’s long-standing connec-
tions to terrorist groups are unde-
niable. Numerous indirect links to
bin Laden and other terror groups
are highly suspicious. His contin-
ued anti-American fervor, close
intelligence ties to rogue states and
terrorists, and potential bio-war-
fare capability make him a danger-
ous neighbor.

What should the United States
do? At minimum, America must
warn Castro that it will not toler-
ate Cuba’s offer to be a haven for
international terrorists. The Unit-
ed States also would be wise to
inform China that it will no
longer allow Cuba to be used for
intelligence collection or as a sub-
version site against America. Chi-
na must be urged to follow the
Russian example and withdraw its
advisers and technicians immedi-
ately. Additionally, the United
States should demand that Castro
shut down these facilities and al-
low for independent inspection
and verification. 

We must also insist on inspect-
ing all suspected chemical and bi-
ological research – better stated as
warfare – sites on the island. Fi-
nally, prudence dictates that rather
than considering removing Castro
from the State Department’s terror-
ist list, we should redouble and
refocus our intelligence efforts to
verify and confirm the details of
Cuban complicity with internation-
al terrorist groups. Castro is clearly
a player in this global terror net-
work. We need to discover quickly
just how deeply he is involved and
respond accordingly. I

Paul Crespo is a former Marine
Corps special operations and intel-
ligence officer and a member of the
Council on Emerging National Secu-
rity Affairs. His e-mail address is
pcrespo@washingtonpartners.net.
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commentary

Some argue that the
aging Castro is now
more interested in
tourism trade than the
terror business – a
dangerous delusion.

During a rally in Havana last summer, Castro described Cuban spies arrested in Miami
as “heroes.” AP
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HIS year, more than 75 mil-
lion Americans will suffer
some sort of food-borne ill-

ness. More than 325,000 will
require hospitalization, and
between 5,000 and 9,000 will die.

In recent years, an increasing
public outcry has led to measures
to further strengthen an already
strong food-protection system. And
yet, we live in a world where the
total biomass of the planet’s
microorganisms outweighs the bio-
mass of every other living thing on
the face of the planet.

“Food-borne pathogens are a
problem we share with all
countries,” says Dr. Ron Smith, a
food-safety expert at the University
of Illinois College of Veterinary
Medicine. “The United States is
probably better at detecting and re-
porting outbreaks than many other
countries, so our numbers might
seem [even] higher than some.” 

Even the most advanced technol-
ogy can’t guarantee a pathogen-free
food supply, says Dr. Bruce Chassy,
former head of the Department of
Food Science and Human Nutrition
at the University of Illinois. 

“Every square centimeter of the
world is covered with billions of mi-
crobes,” he says. “Most of them are
benign, even helpful (such as
strains of E. coli which live in the
human intestine and aid in diges-
tion), but it makes for an insoluble
statistical problem. You can process
foods in any fashion you want, from
heat treating to irradiation, but
you’re never going to kill them all.”

Faster, More Reliable Testing
Needed. It only takes a few
microbes among many to cause se-
rious illness, even death, so the
only way to stay ahead in this num-
bers game is to be able to detect
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Safe Food
Handling:
What You Can Do
According to most experts, 60
percent to 90 percent of all food-
borne contamination problems
occur in the home. A few simple
steps can prevent problems.
� Don’t cross-contaminate.
“That’s a serious problem,” says

Dr. Robert Gravani, food-
science professor at
Cornell University. “Too

many people will use the
same knife and cutting board

to prepare their salad greens that
they used to cut up raw chicken.
Proper cooking will kill most of
the microorganisms that might
be in the chicken, but they’ll be
alive and very well in the salad.”
� Cook foods to the proper
temperature. “There are a lot
of people who like raw or rare
foods,” Gravani says. “That’s a
real risk. Buy a meat thermome-
ter and cook the meat to the
recommended temperature.”
� Store foods properly. Don’t
let leftovers sit out to cool
down. A sustained warm envi-
ronment is paradise for bacterial
growth. Break leftovers down
into small portions that can be
chilled quickly.
� Pamper the perishables.
Buy perishables last and get
them into the refrigerator or
freezer quickly.
� Your mother was right.
Wash your hands. “I’ve seen
too many people cut up raw
chicken or beef, then go right to
work on something else,”Gra-
vani says. “Wash your hands
with soap every time you handle
uncooked meat. And use hot
water and soap, or an antibac-
terial soap spray, to clean
kitchen countertops wherever
juices might have run.”
For more information on 
food-borne illness and what 
you can do to prevent it, visit the
“Fight Bac!” Web site at
www.fightbac.org.

BY LANCE FRAZER

Technological
advances are 
closer to ensuring
food safety.
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these microorganisms in smaller
and smaller quantities.

Traditionally, the way to see if
a particular microorganism is
present in chicken, for example, is
to take a sample, process it and
put it on a plate with a medium
designed to help bacteria grow to
easily detectable numbers – a
process called “culturing.” It can
take several hours to days for bac-
teria to grow, and by that time,
the product may have been
shipped off to the consumer mar-
ket. The “Holy Grail” of the in-
dustry, then, is a fast, accurate
test for food contamination.

“Electronic Nose” Detection.
Most of us have been exposed to
the penetrating stench of spoiled
food, caused by the gaseous exha-
lations of millions of bacteria. It’s
something most people go out of
their way to avoid. Dr. Judy
Arnold, a research microbiologist
at the USDA Russell Research
Center in Athens, Ga., is develop-
ing an “electronic nose” that can
stand in for the human one and
detect bacterial presence at levels
well below the human threshold.

One of the biggest concerns for
the poultry industry is salmonel-
la, a bacterium that can be found
in poultry meat and eggs. Tradi-
tional testing can take a week,
Arnold says, but what the indus-
try needs is a way to check in a
much shorter time.

Enter the electronic nose.
Arnold’s device works by ana-

lyzing the gases present in the
“headspace” – airspace – at the
top of a closed sample vial. Gases
are drawn across a number of tiny
sensors, each designed to react
to different volatile substances
produced by a particular bac-
terium. When a particular
substance is detected, the re-
sult is a minute change in
electrical resistance, which is
recorded by the machine.

“We’re working on a hand-held
model of this device, which can
be taken right into a food-pro-
cessing plant,” Arnold says.
“It’s simple to operate; it’s not
affected by moisture or vibra-
tion; it’s sensitive (it should de-
tect bacteria at the level of around

100 cells); and you’ll have results in
minutes, rather than days.” Work
has been completed on a possible
commercial product, which must
now go through the USDA approval
process.

Biochip Technology. Purdue Uni-
versity professor Michael Ladisch
and his team are taking a differ-
ent approach. Ladisch, director of
Purdue’s Laboratory of Renewable
Resources, is working with a pro-
tein “biochip,” an exotic technol-
ogy combining biological proteins
with silicon computer chips.
Ladisch, who is focusing his cur-
rent work on Listeria, believes
this mating of two disparate tech-
nologies will yield pathogen-de-
tection devices of exceptional
speed and sensitivity.

“Listeria is a particularly trou-
blesome bacterium,” Ladisch
says. “It’s able to grow even at
refrigerator temperatures. It’s re-
sistant to heating, and it takes
three days or more to detect.”

Ladisch’s device works by tak-
ing an antibody – a protein organ-
ism used to identify and attack
invading bodies – for a specific

bacterium and attaching it to the
biochip. If a sample from a pro-
cessing line contains that bacteri-
um, it would detect the contami-
nation instantly.

“In theory,” Ladisch says, “this
method should detect a single or-
ganism. It should be useful for
detecting many different patho-
gens at once, and it will differenti-
ate between pathogenic and non-
pathogenic bacteria. The technol-
ogy is sophisticated, but it’s built
into the device so you won’t need
to be a Ph.D. to operate it. The
task for us now is to make the
technology portable and afford-
able, and take it through the
stages of testing needed to pass
the FDA and USDA.”

SCAT Scanner. This country pro-
duces 30 billion pounds of red
meat annually, and one of the in-
dustry’s biggest concerns is fecal
contamination. Tom Casey, a mi-
crobiologist with the USDA Agri-
cultural Research Service (ARS),
says this contamination most of-
ten occurs when the hides are
stripped from processed animals.
Carcasses are rinsed repeatedly in
the processing, but the current
inspection technique for identify-
ing fecal contamination is visual,
which is subject to human error. 

“The inspectors are checking
thousands of these carcasses every
day, leaving them subject to
fatigue and error,” Casey says.
“The FDA has established a zero-
tolerance level for fecal contamina-
tion, a source of E. coli bacteria,
but it’s very easy to miss minute
amounts. And testing takes hours
to days, and by that time, the car-

cass can be somewhere else.”
Casey is part of a
group that includes

Jacob Petrich from
the Iowa State Uni-
versity Department
of Chemistry and

Mark Rasmussen, an
ARS microbiologist,

that developed a real-time
scanner using a combination

of light at very specific wave-
lengths and electronic sensors to
detect fecal contamination in
amounts that would be invisible
to the human eye. The prototype
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This country produces
30 billion pounds of 
red meat annually,

and one of the
industry’s biggest 

concerns is 
fecal contamination.
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device, called the “SCAT
Scanner,” won a 2000
R&D Magazine “R&D
100” Award, and the
technology is being
developed for the mar-
ket by eMerge Interac-
tive, Inc. The device
targets a specific degradation
product of chlorophyll, found in
the plants on which cattle feed.

Georgia produced 6.2 billion
pounds of poultry meat in 1999,
making it the largest producer in
the country. Researchers at the
Georgia Tech Research Institute
have developed a biosensor, an
integrated device that uses anti-
bodies to target specific bacteria.
It has been tested to detect
pathogens at levels below 500
cells per milliliter. Current testing
methods only allow for detection
to 5,000 cells per milliliter and
take eight to 24 hours.

David Gottfried, principal in-
vestigator for the biosensor devel-
opment effort of the Agricultural
Technology Research Program,
says the device holds antibodies
for the bacteria they want to test
for. It has the unique ability to
measure how refraction of light
changes when the antibodies en-
counter a bacterium.

Gottfried said he believes the
device could be of value in
process control for the poultry
industry. “This industry uses a lot
of water to wash each chicken,”
he says. “One of the last steps is
to put all the carcasses into a
‘chill vat’ with extremely cold wa-
ter. We’d like to be able to test the
water at various places along the
line, or in the chill vat, and get a
real-time response to indicate
whether there are any bacteria
present at any of these steps.”

The goal, Georgia Tech
Research Center Director Craig
Wyvill says, “was to produce

tools for processors, to see if they
needed to stop the release of a
product. That would stop recalls,
and lessen the risk of a contami-
nated product getting through and
jeopardizing public health.”

Fiber Optics Option. “Fiber op-
tics” makes most people think of
the latest in telephone technology,
but it’s also on the cutting edge of
pathogen detection. David McCrae,
vice president of Florida’s Re-
search International, and Daniel
Lim, a professor of biology and
environmental and occupational
health at the University of South
Florida, developed the technology.

Like Ladisch’s biosensor, the
fiber-optics device relies on the re-
lationship between antibodies and
antigens. A thin optical fiber is
coated with an antibody. The probe
is then inserted into a sample, and
if the antigen is present, it will im-
mediately bond with the antibody.
At that point, a second antibody,
one that has been “tagged” with a
fluorescent molecule, then bonds
with the initial pair. When you
shine a light down the fiber, if the
bonding has taken place, the spe-
cial molecule reacts to the light.

“The mandated maximum for
something like E. coli, for instance,
is something on the order of one
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A Dangerous
Gathering
Common food-borne
pathogens
Listeria monocytogenes. These
pathogens cause listeriosis, a serious
infection that primarily affects preg-
nant women, newborns and adults
with weakened immune systems. Lis-
teria can be found in uncooked meats
and vegetables, as well as processed
foods that have become contaminat-
ed after processing, such as soft
cheeses and cold cuts. It’s also found
in raw milk and foods made from raw
milk. Listeria accounts for 2,500 cases
annually, one in five of which are fatal.
Escherichia coli O157:H7. One of
hundreds of strains of a primarily be-
nign bacterium, these are exception-
ally virulent, responsible for an esti-
mated 21,000 illnesses annually.
Mostly associated with undercooked,
contaminated ground beef, they also
have been found in lettuce, sprouts,
salami, unpasteurized milk and juice.
E. coli can be spread by person-to-
person contact.
Salmonella. A bacterium that caus-
es salmonellosis, salmonella can be
serious, especially for elderly and
immune-compromised individuals.
It’s usually transmitted by eating
foods contaminated with animal fe-
ces, including beef, poultry, milk and
eggs. One strain, Salmonella enteri-
tidis, can be found inside normal-
appearing eggs. It can cause serious
illness in the elderly, infants and
those with impaired immune
systems. The bacterium is found in
raw, undercooked or non-pasteurized
eggs. Salmonellosis makes up 10 per-
cent of foodborne illnesses, 25 per-
cent of all reported hospitalizations
and 30 percent of all deaths.
Campylobacter. This genus of bac-
teria causes potentially life-threatening
infections in those with compromised
immune systems. One strain, Campy-
lobacter jejuni, causes most Campy-
lobacter-related human illness. Most
cases of campylobacterosis are
caused by handling raw poultry or eat-
ing raw or undercooked poultry meat.
Large outbreaks are reported from
drinking unpasteurized milk or con-
taminated water. More than 10,000
cases of campylobacterosis are
reported to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention each year.
This information is courtesy of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. For more infor-
mation, visit the CDC Web site at 
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/diseaseinfo.

“To me, the value of a 
bio-sensor or other device 
is in keeping people
from dying.”

– David McCrae
Vice President, Research International

0402 food poisioning.qxd  2/14/02  10:07 AM  Page 5



bacterium in 25 grams (about two
tablespoons) of the food,” McCrae
says. “Most tests can’t detect that
low, so you have to culture a sam-
ple until bacteria grow to a de-
tectable level. The problem with
that is by then, the processor has
finished processing and packaging,
and the product has been shipped.”

McCrae’s device, which actual-
ly detects the presence of charac-
teristic bacterial protein toxins and
is easily operable by trained, non-
technical staff, is priced around
$45,000. McCrae expects future
commercialization will cause the
price to drop into the $15,000
range. He says the next-generation
device will involve changing the
shape of the fiber, allowing users
to test for five or six different
compounds on the same fiber.

Global Market Intensifies Prob-
lem. “We already have a safe food
supply,” says Jenny Scott, senior
director of food-safety programs for
the National Food Processors Asso-

ciation. “Where the disagreement
arises is in the best way to
approach safety.

“Some feel the best approach
is to test for a specific pathogen
and destroy any food where you
find that contamination, but what
they don’t realize is how difficult
it is to keep a pathogen out or
find it when it does happen, be-
cause they’re usually in such low
numbers.

“It would be nice to have tools
in place that can detect pathogens
all along the process, but those
are still a ways off. In the interim,
I think we need to work on public
acceptance of alternative process-
ing methods, like high pressure,
pulsed electrical field and irradia-
tion. Some of those, especially
irradiation, will take time and ed-
ucation, but they’re important
tools.”

“To me,” McCrae says, “the
value of a biosensor or other de-
vice is in keeping people from dy-
ing. Every year, millions of people

suffer from food poisoning, and
hundreds to thousands of those
die. What’s scary for me is that
we’re going to see fewer and few-
er big food processors handling
more and more of the food in this
country, so if one of them has a
breakdown anywhere along the
line, it can affect millions. It’s not
like it was 50 years ago when you
brought a cow into your butcher
to be butchered. If the butcher
wasn’t too hot, you and your fam-
ily got sick, but it didn’t affect the
rest of the city like it could today.
And the situation will only get
worse because we have become a
more global society. There truly
are no longer any borders.” I

Lance Frazer is a freelance
writer from Cameron Park, Calif.

Illustrations: Samuel A. Minick

Article design: Holly K. Soria
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In the late 1990s, a series of troubling health prob-
lems began to manifest themselves through-
out northern California. Dr. Janet Mohle-
Boetani, a medical epidemiologist for
the California Department of Health
Services, remembers as many as 60
cases trickling in from several counties,
one or two at a time, bearing the
hallmarks of some sort of food-borne
illness: nausea, extreme diarrhea and uri-
nary tract infections. Studies determined
that alfalfa sprouts were the source.

Subsequent investigation traced the
source of the outbreak to the farm where
the seeds had been grown, thus limiting
the outbreak to 60 confirmed cases.

“We’ve certainly had outbreaks that were much larger,”
Mohle-Boetani says. “In recent years, we’ve had one salmo-
nella outbreak that resulted in 417 confirmed cases, and an-
other that turned up 75 cases, both dealing with alfalfa
sprouts, and we had a large E. coli 0157:H7 outbreak from a
similar source. Because of the way they’re grown, and the
fact that they are usually served uncooked, things like alfalfa
and clover sprouts are a prime source of bacterial infection,
which is why we have a standing advisory out against serv-
ing sprouts to any at-risk person (hospitalized, immuno-com-
promised, the elderly or very young).

“You have to keep in mind that these numbers are only
the tip of the iceberg. National estimates indicate that only

one in 35 cases of
food-borne disease is

detected. People need
to be sick enough to go

to the doctor, their doctor
needs to order a stool

sample, people have to be
willing to provide that sam-
ple, and you have to find
the bacterium.”

Any break along there,
and the infection gets

missed.
“The only way to make the

food-safety system work is for industry and government to
work together to reduce pathogens from the farm to the
table – ‘from farm to fork,’ as the saying goes,” Mohle-
Boetani says. “We have to keep working to reduce the possi-
bility of initial contamination and the possibility of contami-
nation during processing so the consumer gets a product as
free of pathogens as possible. And we have to be willing to
consider different methods of processing, including radia-
tion, that will give us as clean and safe a food as possible.”

– L.F. 

Even health foods can get the bugs
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they had gained only moderate
popularity. This may soon
change, however, as millions of
baby boomers – with an estimat-
ed $1.3 trillion in home equity –
head into retirement.

Here’s how a reverse mortgage
works:

With a normal mortgage, home-
owners send money to the bank
each month and thereby increase
the equity in their homes. A reverse
mortgage does just the opposite.
The bank gives homeowners mon-
ey, which decreases equity in their
homes. In essence, the bank is lend-
ing them money, charging them in-
terest added to outstanding debt
and using their homes as collateral. 

While this may sound like a tra-
ditional home-equity loan, it is quite
different, because homeowners do
not have to repay the money until
they sell the house, move out or die.
This means that if a husband and
wife together own a home, get a re-
verse mortgage and continue to live
in the same home, the loan does not
have to be repaid until both have
died. Meanwhile, they are free to
take a trip, pay for the grandkids’
education or do whatever else they
wish to do with the cash.

To be eligible for a reverse mort-
gage, homeowners – all of them, in
the case of shared ownership –
must be 62 or older, and at least
one owner must use the house as a
principal residence. No income or
medical requirements exist. All sin-
gle-family houses qualify, as do
some two- to four-unit dwellings –
provided the owner lives in one of
the units – along with some condo-
miniums and manufactured homes.

The money from the bank can
come in a lump sum, via pre-
arranged monthly payments or on
demand as needs arise. With the
last option, chosen by 60 percent
of reverse-mortgage borrowers,
homeowners establish a credit line
with the bank and tap into that
credit whenever necessary. They
decide how much money to take
and when to get it. “The timing
can be very important,” says Ken
Scholen, director of the American
Association of Retired Persons
Home Equity Information Center.
“The more money you take soon-
er, the less you’ll have later.”
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With baby boomers heading toward
retirement, reverse mortgages are a
viable option for quick cash.

Pay YouPay You
Getting Banks

to

You’ve heard of having your
cake and eating it, too. Well,
now – for a price – you can

perform this kind of alchemy on a
much larger asset: your house. 

Many people in their 60s and be-
yond have paid off their homes but
have less cash than they would like.
Traditionally, these folks could turn
home equity into disposable money
only by selling their homes and

moving out or go the home-equity
loan route and make monthly pay-
ments to a bank. Both may be lousy
options for many people. Today,
however, senior homeowners can
tap into their home equity, make no
additional monthly payments and
remain in their homes as long as
they like. The key to this monetary
magic is a relatively new kind of
loan called a reverse mortgage.

Reverse mortgages have existed
since the 1960s, but by the 1990s

BY GARY TURBAK
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Restore your skin to its healthy clear state…
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The maximum amount of a
reverse mortgage depends on the
home’s value, its location, inter-
est rates and the homeowners’
ages. The percentage that can be
borrowed against the value of
the home varies, but the equity
cap is approximately $240,000.
“The older you are, the more
money you can get,” Scholen
says. “The typical reverse-mort-
gage borrower is about 75.” Inci-
dentally, reverse-mortgage interest
rates are almost always adjustable –
usually annually – and are typically
linked to the one-year Treasury bill. 

While reverse mortgages are de-
signed for people who own their
homes free and clear, it’s possible to
use some of the extracted equity to
pay off a small remaining traditional
mortgage. In addition, most stan-
dard costs of the reverse mortgage –
appraisal, title search or survey can
be folded into the loan, so home-
owners don’t have to come up with
lots of cash to close the deal.

Make no mistake: a reverse
mortgage is a loan, not a gift. The
interest meter starts ticking as
soon as money is received, and it
doesn’t stop until the lender has
been fully repaid. Although repay-
ment can come from other assets,
it typically occurs when the home
is sold, either because the owners
have moved to other quarters or
have died.

It’s important to note, however,
that the homeowner or heirs –
never the lender – decides when to
sell the house. “You cannot be
forced to sell your home to pay off
the mortgage loan even if the loan
balance grows to exceed the value
of the property,” according to the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD).

Indeed, it is possible for the ac-
cumulated debt to exceed the value
of a home. Perhaps housing prices
decline after a reverse mortgage is
in place. Or maybe a homeowner
defies the actuaries by exceeding
the normal life span. The monthly
payment homeowners receive – an
amount established at the time the
mortgage is arranged – is based on
remaining life expectancy. If a
homeowner survives long beyond
that date – say, to age 100 – the
reverse-mortgage balance could

exceed the value of the home. In
such cases, the lender loses. It can-
not collect the shortfall from other
assets the homeowner or his or her
estate might have.

More likely, however, the sale
of the house will generate more
money than what is owed on the
reverse mortgage. In this case, the
lender receives only the amount
of the loan – plus accumulated
interest, of course. The balance of
the sale proceeds belongs to the
homeowner, his or her estate, or
heirs. The house is simply the col-
lateral that ensures repayment.

Experts suggest that homeowners
shop around for a reverse mortgage.
Expenses can vary appreciably
among lenders. To help in the
search, lenders are required to dis-
close the total costs of their loans,
and most programs also require
homeowners to get free pre-mort-
gage counseling from an agency cer-
tified by HUD. “A reverse mortgage
is a complicated transaction, and it’s
important that seniors get a good
education and explore all of their
options,” says Bronwyn Belling, a
reverse-mortgage specialist at AARP.

Finally, a couple of tax facts are
relevant to reverse mortgages. First,
the homeowners are responsible for
paying the property taxes and insur-
ance until it is sold. Second, money
received from a reverse mortgage is
not considered income and is not
taxed by the IRS. However, reverse-
mortgage income may affect eligi-
bility for certain government pro-
grams, such as Supplemental Secu-
rity Income and Medicaid.

Reverse mortgages are available
in every state from a host of banks,
savings and loans, mortgage com-
panies and other lenders. Most such
loans fall into one of four product
categories, depending on the
amount of money being offered,

who insures the loan and other
factors. By far the most popular
kind of reverse mortgage is the
Home Equity Conversion Mort-
gage Program backed by the
Federal Housing Administration,
which guarantees that home-
owners will have access to the
full amount promised them by
the lending institution.

Not surprisingly, financial
predators sometimes lurk in the

reverse-mortgage arena. “Be very
suspicious of anyone who tries to
talk you into a reverse mortgage,
especially if that person has in mind
a way for you to spend the cash,”
Scholen says. Also, rip-off artists
sometimes try to charge homeown-
ers hefty fees for information about
these loans or for a referral to a
lender. But these scams are rapidly
disappearing as consumers become
more savvy.

While reverse mortgages have
many homeowner-friendly features,
they are not for everyone. Not all
seniors need extra cash. Some peo-
ple prefer to keep their home equity
intact for their heirs. And no one
can predict the future. Homeown-
ers who spend down their home
equity via a reverse mortgage might
regret it later if they need cash to
pay expenses for long-term health
care. Finally, reverse mortgages are
not cheap. Interest rates and loan
costs vary, but this can be an ex-
pensive way to borrow money.

Still, these loans are something
that any house-rich but cash-poor
senior might want to consider.
While they aren’t exactly a piece of
cake to set up, reverse mortgages
are truly money from home. I

This article is intended to provide
general information about one
personal-finance option. It is not,
nor is it intended to be, financial
or legal advice. To determine if a
reverse mortgage is in your best
interest, The American Legion
Magazine strongly encourages its
readers to consult a professional
financial adviser or an attorney.

Gary Turbak is a freelance writer
living in Missoula, Mont.

Article design and illustration:
Doug Rollison
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“Make no mistake: a reverse
mortgage is a loan, not a gift.

The interest meter starts ticking
as soon as money is received,
and it doesn’t stop until the

lender has been fully repaid.”
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living well

If you’ve seen the movie “A
Beautiful Mind,” you have an idea
of what life can be like for those
with schizophrenia. The film is
based on the true story of a Prince-
ton University math professor tor-
mented by delusions and halluci-
nations. He eventually overcomes
the disease through medication
and sheer determination. Many
experts say this is Hollywood’s first
realistic portrayal of this potential-
ly devastating illness. 

Though schizophrenia is the
most common form of psychotic
illness, affecting about 2.2 million
Americans, it is often misunder-
stood. Contrary to popular notion,
schizophrenia does not involve a
“split personality.” That is a rare
and separate condition. Schizophre-
nia does involve the following: 

� Delusions. Patients may be-
lieve others can read their thoughts
or are plotting against them. This
is the predominant symptom in
“paranoid” schizophrenia. 

� Hallucinations. Patients may
hear voices in their minds, often
warning them of danger or telling
them what to do. They may see
imaginary figures that seem real. 

� Disorganized thinking and
behavior. People with schizophre-
nia can’t think clearly. They may
have trouble carrying on a conver-
sation or focusing on a task. 

Flat emotions and facial expres-

sions as well as lack of
interest in life usually ac-
company symptoms.

Schizophrenia also is as-
sociated with earlier mortali-
ty. This is partly because of
the high suicide rate – about
10 percent – among those
with the disease. Other
reasons include automobile
accidents, medical problems
and homelessness, all of which
are more prevalent among schizo-
phrenia patients due to their dis-
tressed mental state.

Who’s At Risk? It’s important to
note that schizophrenia, much
like Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s
disease, affects how the mind
functions and should be seen as a
disease of the brain and not be
cast in the archaic concept of a
mental illness. Schizophrenia is
not, as once thought, caused by
psychological factors. Brain scans
show differences in structure and
chemical activity between normal
brains and those of patients with
the disease.

Schizophrenia most often devel-
ops between the ages of 16 and
30. Genetics appear to play a
strong role. When one parent has
the disease, a child has a 13-per-
cent chance of developing it, com-
pared to 1 percent for the general
population. When both parents
have the disease, the figure jumps
to 35 percent. 

Interestingly, VA
researchers in Denver

found during the past decade that
a gene that controls the body’s re-
sponse to nicotine is linked to two
symptoms common in schizophre-
nia: the inability to screen out
background noise and abnormal
eye movement. The findings indi-
cate that nicotine may temporarily
improve these symptoms and may
explain why many schizophrenia
patients are heavy smokers. 

Genetic Basis Unclear. While the
genetic basis for the disease is un-
clear, evidence suggests that pa-
tients with schizophrenia have ab-
normal brain chemistry. They ap-
pear to have excessive levels of
dopamine, a brain chemical – or
neurotransmitter – that helps con-
trol behavior and emotions. Drugs
that block the receptors for dopa-
mine are effective in treating the
disease. 

Though the exact cause of schiz-
ophrenia remains elusive, the good
news is that the illness is quite
manageable for most patients.
Studies show that after 10 years of
treatment,   ssee schizophrenia, page 52

BY DR. JOHN R. FEUSSNER
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Schizophrenia
Delusions, hallucinations potentially
devastating but highly treatable.

Bad groundwater leads to Camp Lejeune study
The Marine Corps is assisting

the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry in a public-
health survey and study targeting
women who were pregnant while
living at Camp Lejeune
between 1968 and 1985.
A total of 12,500
surveys were taken.

The study is in response to
groundwater contamination that
was discovered at Camp Lejeune
in the early 1980s. Two solvents
used in dry-cleaning and degreas-

ing operations were
found in the drinking-
water systems that
served certain housing

areas at the Marine base.
All families whose children

were conceived or carried while
the mother lived at Camp Leje-
une between 1968 and 1985
were encouraged to participate
in the survey, which ended Jan.
26, whether or not the children
exhibited any health concerns.

Corbis StockMarket

FOR MORE INFO
Contact the ATSDR:
888-422-8737
www.atsdr.cdc.gov
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Improve your hearing discreetly . . .
improve your life dramatically

Things you should know about Phonak digital hearing aids:
• Clinically proven to reduce background noise*

• Real-life tested and rated #1 in customer satisfaction*

• Discreet! No one will notice you are wearing one
• Some can be controlled with a wristwatch remote

Just a few of the reasons why more people are now turning to Phonak, the leader in digital hearing aids. 
Let Phonak improve the quality of your hearing . . . and the quality of your life.

Call NOW for your FREE booklet, Advanced Hearing Solutions 
and to find a hearing professional near you.

Call 1-888-566-6473

ClaroTM hearing aids
shown actual size.

Have You Heard?

*Clinical results available upon request. Individual results may vary.

This man is wearing Phonak digital
hearing aids and his watch is actually
a remote control! 
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living well

As allergy season looms, tor-
mented allergy sufferers are spend-
ing a great deal to clear their air.

Each year, consumers spend
about $350 million on air cleaners
that promise to tackle the dust,
pollen, tobacco smoke and pet al-
lergens in the air. But while the fil-
ters can and do make a difference,
many of the products available to-
day are more about marketing than

medicine.
Fourteen

percent of
U.S. house-
holds use
home air
cleaners,
which rank
among the
most-

purchased household products –
and with good reason. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency has
warned that the level of air pollu-
tion indoors can be five times high-
er than outdoor air. The problem is
that as home construction
improves, tighter windows and

doors as well as a lack of ventila-
tion leave bad air inside.

Choices of Air Cleaners. Manu-
facturers offer five basic types of
air cleaners. The most popular
uses a high-efficiency particulate
air, or HEPA, filter, the same type
of filter found in a military gas
mask. Other machines use electro-
static filters, ionizers that put a
charge on air particles. Some use a
combination of both. Ozone ma-
chines claim to clear the air, but
doctors are skeptical of their bene-
fits and worry that the ozone may
exacerbate respiratory problems.

The best bet is a HEPA filter,
but those machines also are the
most expensive, ranging in price
from about $150 to $450.

HEPA filters are the most widely
studied, but evidence doesn’t sug-
gest that having them in the house
actually causes people to feel better. 

Shopping for Filters. A leading
manufacturer of air-filtering
machines suggests that the best
way to compare is to look for a
clean air delivery rate, or CADR, on
the outside of the box. The
standard is set by the Association
for Home Appliance manufacturers
and verifies the machine’s perform-
ance in capturing smoke. It also
measures how much air the
machine can filter per minute.

Howev-
er, not all
manufactur-
ers use the
system.

Most
physicians
think people
with mild pet aller-
gies benefit most from
HEPA filtration machines.
The cleaners also can re-
move dust particles, but
they don’t do much to
relieve dust-mite al-
lergies because mite
allergens aren’t air-
borne. The filters
remove tobacco
smoke, but it’s un-
clear whether clearing
the air of smoke offers any health
benefit or simply makes the home
a more pleasant place to breathe.

Tara Parker-Pope is an author
and columnist for The Wall Street
Journal.

Living Well is a section designed
to provide general information to
our readers. It is not intended to
be, nor is it, medical advice. Read-
ers should consult their personal
physician when they have health
problems.
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Household air quality
nothing to sneeze at

BY TARA PARKER-POPE

Americans spend
millions to 
breathe easier.

For more ideas on
improving indoor
air quality, check out 
the following Web sites:
EPA
www.epa.gov/air 
American Lung
Association
www.lungusa.org

The TRICARE fiscal-year cata-
strophic cap has been reduced from
$7,500 to $3,000 for uniformed
services retirees, their families and
survivors. The cap is the maximum
amount of out-of-pocket costs bene-
ficiaries are required to pay
between Oct. 1 and Sept. 30.

The reduction is retroactive to
Oct. 1, 2000. Beneficiaries who
have paid more than $3,000 out-of-
pocket for TRICARE-covered serv-
ices are eligible for reimbursement.
Managed-care support contractors

will search files to identify benefi-
ciaries to whom refunds are due.

Beneficiaries who have saved
their receipts and choose to initi-
ate a request for reimbursement
may do so by contacting their re-
gional claims processor for guid-
ance. It is not necessary for bene-

ficiaries to resubmit claims already
paid by TRICARE to qualify for
reimbursement.

For TRICARE Prime enrollees,
there is an enrollment-year cap
that begins on the anniversary
date of enrollment.

Catastrophic caps, both fiscal
year and enrollment year
combined, will not exceed $3,000
in any given 12-month period for
retirees, their family members and
survivors, and $1,000 for active-
duty personnel and their families.

TRICARE reduces catastrophic caps to $3,000
For more info
� Contact the nearest TRICARE service
center or military-treatment facility.
� Call (888) 363-5433.

Creatas
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Modern technology and ancient herbal science
has come up with a product that battles and
wins the fight for male virility.  Now, mil-

lions of active American men have a safer, natural,
more affordable alternative to prescription drugs
when they want to enhance strength, stamina, per-
formance and an extra burst of energy.  EnerX, an
all-natural herbal supplement, contains ingredi-
ents to enhance sexual energy and performance

when taken on a regular
basis.  

No doctor’s visits, or loss
of privacy. 
No more expensive pre-
scription drugs which are
notorious for causing dan-
gerous side effects.  EnerX
is a safe, NATURAL,
chemical-free herbal sup-
plement, proven effective
alternative that’s afford-
able, and it gets the results
men want. 

A BURST OF ENERGY AT CRITICAL
MOMENTS EnerX stimulates sexual energy
by expanding blood vessels causing increased
blood flow to specific areas of the body. Men
are amazed that with EnerX they can actually
feel the increase of energy and confidence.

RESPECT FOR OUR CUSTOMERS    
PRIVACY IS TOP OF THE LIST
EnerX customers are also greatly pleased with
the discretion in which EnerX is delivered --
right to their doorstep (Overnight delivery is
available) in an unmarked discreet package.   

WE GUARANTEE IT!

EnerX will enhance your 
male potency or send it
back for a full product
refund-30 day money
back guarantee!

Call now and ask
how you can get a
30 day supply of
EnerX free!
Fast Service Call Toll Free...

1-888-463-8279
24 hours a day ~ 7 days a week/ we accept checks by phone!

Ask about EnerX special formula for women!

BOOSTS--
Stamina,
Energy
Strength

“EnerX stimulates sexual
energy by expanding blood
vessels causing increased
blood flow to specific areas of
the body.”
--Steven H. Becker,
M.D. Internal Medicine

A GIANT BOOST OF MALE  
VIRILITY… AT ANY AGE!

BOOSTS--
Stamina,
Energy
Strength

YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

Testimonials From Our Many Satisfied Customers
- “Our whole life is different. He has more energy... There is more
lovemaking. EnerX is great.” Georgiann T.

-“After being married for over 25 years, love making wasn’t the
same... The desire was gone...but after taking EnerX, I felt and acted
like I did the first few years.” -Harris H.

- “I can’t believe the new man I am. At 58, I have the drive when I
was 18 and 28. I found what was missing the last 10 years. We both
love it!” -Bobbie S.

NOT 
available in

stores!

Now  T h e re  I s  A n  E a s y,  Sa f e ,  Na t u r a l  a n d  A f f o rd a b l e  
Ap p ro a c h  To  En h a n c i n g  Ma l e  St re n g t h ,  S t a m i n a  a n d  Pe r f o rm a n c e .

Call & AskHow To Get A30 DAY SUPPLYFREE!

Increased Male Virility
Guaranteed!

Now she can increase her breast
size with the #1 selling breast for-
mula in America! Bloussant Breast
Enhancing Tablets increases her
breast size, firmness and fullness-
naturally! An independent double
blind clinical study states that
“Breast volume, bustline, breast
width, breast circumference and
breast length were all significantly
increased.” The clinical study also
showed an average increase of 2
cup sizes! No more artificial padding
or expensive surgical implants. 
Bloussant’s pure and natural botan-

ical ingredients stimulate her breast
glands again, just like when she was
a teenager. Doctor approved and
recommended. She may see results
in just weeks. Guaranteed results or
send back for a full product refund.
60 day money back guarantee! Over
400,000 bottles sold! 

Call now and ask how to
get a 30 day supply of Bloussant absolutely free!
To order, call toll-free: 1-888-463-8551.

24 hours a day, 7 days a week / we accept checks by phone!

IncreaseHer BreastSize...
Guaranteed! #1 Seller In America!

You can actually watch 
your bustline increase!

Bloussant’s pure & natu-
ral botanical ingredients

stimulate your breast
glands again, just

like when you
were a teenag-
er when the
natural

process pushed
bust outward!

C
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-“It’s increased my bust size from a B to a C with the cleavage... It’s just
incredible what this product can do for you. I feel more beautiful and sex-
ier than ever.” ---Kim Crumpler

NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES!

Call & Ask
How To Get A30 DAY SUPPLYFREE!

Call & Ask
How To Get A30 DAY SUPPLYFREE!

“We put D-Snore to the test…”
“We got flooded with calls with volunteers...”
“If you have a snoring problem...give D-Snore a try”
“It works!”
--KATV-7 ABC News, Little Rock, Arkansas

Tired of those sleepless nights due to snoring? D-Snore is a quick. safe and
proven approach to snoring and getting a great night’s sleep. This amazing fast-
acting, all natural formula instantly moistens the soft palette to allow free and
easy breathing that lasts. Doctor approved and recommended, a clinical study
states that “84% of the subjects showed a significant improvement while using
D-Snore.” Forget surgery, special pillows or all the other contraptions, D-Snore
is the safe and affordable solution you’ve been looking for. Fast and effective, D-
Snore actually works the very first night. Guaranteed results or send back for a
full product refund. 30 day money back guarantee! Over 500,000 bottles sold!
Call now and ask how to get a 30 day supply of D-
Snore™ absolutely free!
To order call toll-free:  1-888-463-8449.

24 hours a day, 7 days a week / We accept checks by phone! 

*Not recommended for persons with sleep apnea. 

NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES!

Snore Free Nights
The Very First Night
Guaranteed!
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living well

The National Defense Autho-
rization Act of 2001 authorizes
chiropractic care for active-duty
personnel. Chiropractic care for
family members, previously au-
thorized by the Chiropractic
Health Care Demonstration Pro-
gram, ended Sept. 30, 2000.

Chiropractic care for active-
duty members is available only
at sites authorized by DoD. Chi-
ropractic care received outside
of designated locations may not
be covered under the chiroprac-
tic-care program.

Active-duty personnel are en-
couraged to contact or visit their
local health-benefits adviser or
beneficiary counseling and as-
sistance coordinators with any
questions they have regarding
the new chiropractic benefit.

The Department of Veterans
Affairs has increased reim-
bursement for funeral expenses
and cemetery plots for service-
disabled veterans, and now
provides government markers
for veterans’ graves even if
families already have installed
private markers.

The Veterans Education and
Benefits Expansion Act of 2001
increases the burial and funeral
expense allowance for veterans
who die as a result of a service-
connected disability from
$1,500 to $2,000 and the ceme-
tery plot allowance, for certain

other disabled veterans, from
$150 to $300. The law also di-
rects VA to honor requests for
government markers for veter-
ans buried in private cemeteries
even if their graves have head-
stones or markers furnished at
private expense. A previous law
prevented VA from providing
markers in that situation.

The higher funeral and bur-
ial plot allowances apply to
deaths on or after Sept. 11,
2001. The new provision for
markers applies to veterans’
deaths on or after Dec. 27,
2001.

VA hikes funeral, burial allowances

Active-duty personnel
to get chiropractic care

52 April 2002
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[schizophrenia] about
25 percent of those with schiz-
ophrenia recover completely.
Another 25 percent show sig-
nificant improvement. 

Treatments using antipsy-
chotic medications have
shown great success. Hospital-
ization is often required in the
initial stages of treatment, and
long-term drug therapy is criti-
cal. About 80 percent of pa-
tients who stop taking their
medication after an acute at-
tack have a relapse within a
year. Patients also benefit from
innovative outpatient and
community-based programs. 

Veterans’ Connection. The
VA health-care system has a
huge stake in successfully
managing schizophrenia. In
2000, more than 100,000 vet-
erans treated at VA hospitals
and clinics had a diagnosis of
schizophrenia. VA spends
about 16 percent of its health-
care budget on caring for pa-
tients with serious mental ill-
nesses, either schizophrenia
or bipolar disorder.

Several VA research pro-
grams, such as the Serious
Mental Illness Treatment Re-
search and Evaluation Center
in Ann Arbor, Mich., monitor
and evaluate schizophrenia
treatment. Other VA centers
in Denver, West Haven,
Conn., and Brockton, Mass.,
are conducting clinical trials
of different medications to
help establish the safest, most
effective therapy.

John R. Feussner, M.D.,
M.P.H., is chief research and
development officer of the Vet-
erans Health Administration.

Living Well is a section de-
signed to provide general in-
formation to our readers. It is
not intended to be, nor is it,
medical advice. Readers
should consult their personal
physician when they have
health problems.

Active-duty personnel are eligible to
receive chiropractic care at DoD-
authorized sites.

Army
� Fort Benning
Columbus, Ga.
� Fort Carson
Colorado Springs, Colo.
� Fort Jackson
Columbia, S.C.
� Fort Sill
Lawton, Okla.
� Walter Reed Army
Medical Center
Washington

Navy/Marines
� Camp Lejeune
North Carolina
� Camp Pendleton
California
� Jacksonville Naval
Air Station
Jacksonville, Fla.
� National Naval
Medical Center
Bethesda, Md.

Air Force
� Offutt Air Force Base
Omaha, Neb.
� Scott Air Force Base
Belleville, Ill.
� Travis Air Force Base
Fairfield, Calif.
� Wilford Hall
Medical Center
San Antonio

DoD-authorized chiropractic sites
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washington watch

War crimes
A last-minute decision to drop

legislative protection for U.S. mili-
tary personnel against the Interna-
tional Criminal Court continues to
generate controversy on Capitol Hill.

The legislation, called the
“American Servicemembers Protec-
tion Act,” passed the House of
Representatives by a 282-137 vote
last May and the Senate by a 78-21
vote in December. The bill went to
a conference committee that
planned to iron out differences be-
tween the House and Senate ver-
sions and was going to be signed
by President Bush. The bill was
intended to protect members of the
U.S. Armed Forces from unjust and
illegal prosecution by the ICC.

But the legislation was dropped
from the final defense appropria-
tions bill.

The conference committee met
in secret, but sources said Sen.
Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, removed
the anti-ICC legislation. An aide
would only say that it was a “com-
bination of all the members talk-
ing” and that they agreed the pro-
vision did not belong in an appro-
priations bill. 

“All the hard work and solidari-
ty paid off,” declared Human
Rights Watch, a supporter of the
ICC. The World Federalist Associa-
tion also hailed the move, saying
the ICC “is going to happen” and
that the United States will have to
learn to live with it.

An aide to Sen. Jesse Helms, R-
N.C., said another effort is under
way to move the legislation
through Congress.

Budget battles
President Bush’s request for a

$48 billion increase in military
spending was the largest in two
decades. But why has defense
been so underfunded? A study by
the National Taxpayers Union
Foundation says too many domes-
tic programs shrank the Pentagon
budget over the past decade.

“Since the end of the Cold War
in 1991, Washington has drastically
cut back defense spending and
redirected these resources – and
then some – into areas of public
policy traditionally handled by
state and local governments,” said

NTUF president and study author
John Berthoud. “The net result has
been a much larger federal govern-
ment, fed by record tax levels,
whose priorities are focused on
very different topics than those en-
visioned by our founding fathers.”

Rep. Dennis Kucinich, D-Ohio,
who has proposed a federal “De-
partment of Peace,” wants to
move even more money out of
the Pentagon budget. He has
introduced a “Space Preservation
Act” to prohibit funding for anti-
missile systems in space. The bill
also requires the president “to
take action to adopt and imple-

ment a world treaty banning
space-based weapons.”

But the conspiracy theorists
who believe the Pentagon is seed-
ing clouds with dangerous chemi-
cals say the Kucinich bill is great
for another reason: it outlaws
“chemtrails” by name as an “exotic
weapon.” 

One believer said, “After years
of denial from government, mili-
tary and environmental agencies,
the reality of the controversial is-
sue regarding the covert program
known as chemtrails has been ac-
knowledged” by the government.

– Cliff Kincaid 

Virginia may become a na-
tional trend-setter on capital
punishment. The state is con-
sidering a bill to allow death-
penalty opponents to place
their names in an official
Death Penalty Opposition
Registry with the
Supreme Court of
Virginia and make
provisions for their
estates to be provid-
ed to the Virginia
Board of Cor-
rections. If the
person is then
the victim of
a capital mur-
der, the per-
son convict-
ed of the
crime shall not
be eligible for
execution.
“It’s like put-
ting their
money
where
their
mouth
is,”
said
Sen.
Warren E. Barry of death-penal-
ty opponents. 

Barry, a strong supporter of
capital punishment, argued that
if you oppose the death penal-
ty, get killed, and the killer is
caught and convicted, you

should be able to spare your
own murderer from execution
by making sure your estate,
rather than the government,

pays to keep him alive for
the rest of his life in prison.

A Senate committee vot-
ed not to act on the
bill this year, but it
could return. Virgini-
ans for Alternatives
to the Death Penalty,
which wants Gov.

Mark Warner
to impose a
moratorium
on executions,
had opposed
the Barry bill,
arguing in-
stead that

people make
pen pals of

death-row
inmates.
“You may

never
see his
face or
actual-
ly hear
his
voice,

but he’s human – quite
human,” it said of the convicted
killers. “If you can treat him as
such, you might find yourself in
the middle of quite an interest-
ing friendship.”

– C.K.

A proposed law would allow Virginians to bequeath
money from their estates to the state of Virginia to
spare death-row prisoners from execution. AP
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Victim estates may save killers’ lives
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Ampli-Ear 2002...
SO SMALL & POWERFUL

YOU’LL THINK YOU HAVE
BIONIC HEARING !

✔ Hear whispers and quiet conversations Clearly
✔ Listen to Faint Phone Conversations with Ease
✔ Watch TV with the volume on Low
✔ Even Hear quiet footsteps on a carpeted floor

Yes! The Ampli-Ear 2002
is fully adjustable, fits
both men and women
and is nearly invisible in
your ear. So, end those
embarrassing moments.
Never apologize again
for not being able to
hear. Begin to:

NEARLY
INVISIBLE

FREE: 4 Batteries
FREE: Cleaning Brush
FREE: Full Color Guide
FREE: 3 Custom Fitting

Ear Pieces

ORDER
NOW
AND

RECEIVE
THESE
GREAT
ITEMS
FREE!

100% Guaranteed ! NOT
$79.00!So Powerful Your Signature

is required!

ONLY
$9.95!

Direct from the
Manufacturer!

©2002 WMG ( 00-27B )

YOURS
FREE:

100% State-of-the-Art

☛

Rush Delivery... Don’t Delay!

Card #: Exp:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

REQUIRED Signature:
I am 18 years old or older and voluntarily sign this waiver which indicates that I do not wish a medical evaluation
or test before purchasing the Ampli-Ear 2002. I understand that The FDA has determined that my best interests
would be served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician who specializes in diseases of the ear, before
purchasing the Ampli-Ear 2002 - or a test by a licensed hearing aid dispenser utilizing established procedures and
instrumentation in the fitting of hearing instruments.

Send Order To: American Research Institute
21 Bridge Sq., Dept AL4, Westport, Ct. 06880

☛❏ YES! Please RUSH me (1) Ampli-Ear 2002 unit for only
$9.95 + $4.95 rush delivery

☛❏ SAVE 20%: 2 Ampli Ears Only $15.95 + $6.95 P&H
☛❏ Lifetime Damage Replacement Guarantee $5.95
☛❏ Bonus Deal! 1,000 Hours of Batteries Only $5.95! Postpaid!
☛❏ Super Bonus! Both the Lifetime Guarantee & the

1,000 Hours of Batteries Offer for Only $9.00! Postpaid!
❏ Postal Insurance only 99¢
❏ SUPER RUSH Service only 99¢
❏ Check or money order enclosed
❏ Charge my:   ❏ Visa   ❏ Amex   ❏ MC   ❏ Discover
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Last fall, President Bush author-
ized the mobilization of reservists
and National Guardsmen to pro-
vide homeland security as part of
“Operation Noble Eagle.” The
American Legion stated its strong
support of this initiative.

Approximately 7,000 Guardsmen
remain on state duty providing se-
curity at more than 400 airports

across the na-
tion. Under
Title 32 of the
U.S. Code,

these Guardsmen are not federal-
ized but remain under the jurisdic-
tion and control of their respective
states, even though they are
performing duties directly related to
homeland security. 

When Guardsmen are not feder-
alized, they do not receive the same
benefits as do active-duty service
members. For instance, authorized
daily expense allowance for Guards-
men is considerably less than that
of active-duty service members. Fur-
thermore, Guardsmen providing air-
port security are not covered by pro-
visions of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Civil Relief Act of 1940, which ap-
plies to Guardsmen and reservists
on active federal duty. 

The Legion strongly supports
the proposition that when National
Guardsmen are called to enforce
homeland security, such as secur-
ing airports, they should receive
the same benefits as federalized
service members, as well as veter-
ans’ status and benefits. 

Legion Resolution 121, adopted
at last year’s national convention,
urges Congress to extend addition-
al benefits, allowances and privi-
leges to the National Guard and
reserves so they “more closely ap-
proximate those of the active force
regardless of number of days
served.” 

On Feb. 5, American Legion Na-
tional Commander Richard J. San-
tos testified before the House Bud-
get Committee, renewing the Le-
gion’s call for improved health care
for service members and veterans,
as well as a strong national defense. 

“The American Legion reminds
Congress that a direct correlation

exists between how well America
cares for its troops and veterans
and the willingness of young men
and women to serve in our
nation’s armed forces,” Santos

said. “If we expect to have a
strong national defense, we must
endow our service members with
the quality of life and benefits
they deserve.”

legion news
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Members of the Virginia National Guard patrol Washington’s Reagan National Airport.
Guardsmen providing airport security who are not federalized do not receive the bene-
fits of active-duty service members and are not covered by the provisions of the Sol-
diers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940. AP

Federalize ‘Noble Eagle’ Guardsmen

FOR MORE INFO
Related Senate bills:
thomas.loc.gov
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Doctor’s Diabetes Buster
(SPECIAL) – A remarkable book called “The
Diabetes Improvement Program” is helping dia-
betics all over the country normalize blood sugar
levels and feel better. 

“The Diabetes Improvement Program” was
written by internationally respected certified
nutrition specialist Dr. Patrick Quillin. Here’s
what diabetics are saying about it:

“LOWER BLOOD SUGAR,
MORE ENERGY”

“Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Every
diabetic should read this book “The Diabetes
Improvement Program”, it is truly fantastic. It has
been a tremendous help to me. I have just been
following what has been suggested in the book
for a few weeks, my blood sugar is lower and I
have a lot more energy.

I am not one who likes to attend meetings and
seminars, and after finding this book I don’t feel
the need for attending them.

Thank you again for such a wonderful book
for diabetics like me. YOU HAVE HELPED MY
LIFE.” Janet L. Slattery - California

“FEET COMPLETLEY HEALED 
FROM NEUROPATHY”

“I am impressed with your integrity and con-
tinue to enjoy much better health because of the

information in your book. My feet have completely
healed from neuropathy because I have followed
your guidelines. It’s a book every diabetic should
have!” Doris Cantrell - Utah

“MADE A DIFFERENCE IN MY LIFE”
“Thank you so much. The book I received has

made a difference in my life. I have been a diabet-
ic since 1978 and I wish your book was around
then.” Mr. Wayne Hess - California

The “Diabetes Improvement Program” is
based on documented scientific principles that
can help:
• Eliminate ketones and give you more abun-

dant energy
• Make blood sugar levels go from High Risk

to Normal
• Stimulate scratches and scrapes to heal faster
• Improve eyesight
• Improve your balance
• Help numb feet regain a level of feeling
• Reverse neuropathy and resultant heel ulcers

Improvement may be seen in other areas as
well, such as lower blood pressure, lower cho-
lesterol and reduced triglyceride levels. There
may also be a reduction of other risk factors asso-
ciated with: heart attacks, stroke, retinopathy,
kidney damage.

What’s more, it may help improve short
term memory and make you feel more alert and
no longer chronically tired. Improvements 
of double vision or diplopia may also be 
experienced. 

If you or someone you know have 
diabetes, this could be the most important book
you’ll ever read. As part of a special introductory
offer, right now you can order a special press run
of the “Diabetes Improvement Program” for only
$12.95 plus $2.00 shipping. It comes with a 90
day money back guarantee. If you are not 100%
satisfied, simply return it for a full refund...no
questions asked.

Order an extra copy for family or friend and
SAVE. You can order 2 for only $20 total.

HERE’S HOW TO ORDER:
Simply PRINT your name and address and

the words “Diabetes Improvement” on a piece of
paper and mail it along with a check or money
order to: THE LEADER CO., INC., Publishing
Division, Dept. DB666, P.O. Box 8347, Canton,
Ohio 44711. VISA or MasterCard send card
number and expiration date. Act now. Orders are
fulfilled on a first come, first served basis.

©2002 The Leader Co., Inc.

Advertisement
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Legionnaire and actor Harold Russell, a
disabled World War II veteran who won
two Oscars for his role in “The Best Years
of Our Lives” before becoming an advo-
cate for the rights of disabled people, died
Jan. 29 at 88.

Russell, active in several veterans or-
ganizations, was a member of Barnstable
Post 206 in Hyannis, Mass.

Russell was working as an explosives
expert for the U.S. Army at Camp Mack-
all, N.C., in 1944 when TNT exploded in
his hands. Both hands were amputated
and replaced by prosthetic hooks.

When Russell was featured in the
Army documentary “Diary of a
Sergeant” about rehabilitation for am-
putees, film producer Sam Goldwyn was
watching. He decided to cast Russell in
the role of Homer Parrish in “The Best
Years of Our Lives.”

The 1946 film, which won seven
Academy Awards including best picture,
depicted how World War II veterans
coped with the aftermath of the war and
their return to changed families. Russell
received an Oscar for best supporting
actor, plus a second special Oscar for
“bringing aid and comfort to disabled
veterans through the medium of motion
pictures.”

Russell spent his life working as an ad-
vocate for the disabled, helping establish
the veterans’ advocacy group AMVETS
and creating a consulting business that
helped disabled people find jobs. He once
said it was his life’s work to show
disabled people that life can still be great
despite handicaps.

Oscar winner was Legionnaire

Harold Russell in 1992 shows off the Best Supporting Actor Oscar he won for
his role in the 1946 film "The Best Years of Our Lives." Russell, who lost his
hands in World War II, was an active member of many veterans organizations,
including The American Legion. AP

Veterans’ education benefits to grow
The Department of Veterans Af-

fairs is providing veterans a major
boost in the monthly educational
payments offered under
the Montgomery GI Bill. 

Concerned about the
underutilization of GI-Bill
benefits by eligible veter-
ans, VA supported an increase in
reimbursement rates well above
normal cost-of-living increases in
the next two years because annual
adjustments have not kept pace
with rising college-education costs.

At the top tier for full-time stud-

ies, the tuition-reimbursement rate
rises almost 20 percent from $672
to $800 per month. The rate will

jump to $900 next fall and
$985 in October 2003.

In addition to covering
traditional two-year and
four-year college studies,

a new VA program taking effect
this fall is aimed at high-technolo-
gy courses. It will allow veterans
to use a lump sum from their ben-
efit for certain expensive courses,
such as those leading to profes-
sional computer-network certifica-

tion. Coverage of up to 60 percent
of the cost of such high-tech
courses will begin Oct. 1. VA cur-
rently is developing regulations
needed to launch this new
program. 

The new law, the Veterans Edu-
cation and Benefits Expansion Act
of 2001 (Public Law 107-103), also
improves educational assistance
for eligible spouses and children of
certain veterans, including veter-
ans who died or are permanently
and totally disabled because of
their military service.

FOR MORE INFO
Department of
Veterans Affairs
(888) 442-4551
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Helping families reconnect

The American Legion does
much more than help veterans.
Steve DuBois, a member of Post
383 in Fair Oaks, Calif., and his
family will testify to that. 

Thanks to concerned Legion-
naires on two continents, Steve’s
grandson, 4-year-old Anthony, was
recently reunited with his father,
Josh DuBois, a U.S. Army special-
ist stationed in Hanau, Germany. 

Legionnaires from California and
France  – with input from National
Headquarters staff – cut through
red tape to make it happen. 

“I finally have closure,” Josh
said. “I’m relieved we can move
on as a family.”

Josh’s relief is understandable,
considering what his family has
gone through. In November, Josh
was awarded custody of Anthony,
who at the time was in the custody
of Child Protective Services in
Sacramento County. Josh has been
in Germany since July, so the courts
placed Anthony with his grandfa-
ther, Steve, without granting him
legal custody. This made the child
ineligible for medical insurance. 

Trying to reunite the family,
Steve contacted legal organizations,
local churches and the media. No
one seemed interested in helping.

That’s when Steve contacted
The American Legion. Two days
later, Legionnaires came to visit.
Steve was surprised at the quick
response. “I was just seeking in-
formation,” he said, “and they
were already there to help.”

Commander Cal Coley from
Sacramento Post 859 contacted
nearby Beale Air Force Base and
explained the situation. Beale offi-
cials worked with their counterparts
in Germany to quickly make Antho-
ny a military dependent, and thus,
eligible for health insurance. 

Meanwhile, Josh – who is mar-
ried and has two small children in
Germany – worked with Depart-
ment of France Legionnaires, as
well as Department of France Ad-
jutant Bill West, who provided
Josh with regular updates.

Josh was approved for a $1,000
Legion-sponsored assistance grant.
In Germany,
members of
Thomas W. Bar-
nett Post GR14 in
Buedingen raised
money to buy a
dinner and Christ-
mas presents for
the DuBois family. 

“Our post is
small and we
don’t have a lot of
money, but if we
can help someone, we will,” Post
GR14 Commander Carl Hackworth
said. One post member provided a
bed for Anthony.

On Jan. 1, Steve flew to Germany
with his grandson. Steve and his
wife had shown Anthony pictures of
his father and new family countless
times, so the boy recognized his fa-
ther immediately even though
they’d been apart for two years.

“It was stirring,” Steve said.
“I’m 6-foot-5 and 220 pounds,
with gray hair, and I was reduced

to tears. When we got off the
plane and they saw each other for
the first time, Josh had an amazed
look on his face. It’s something I’ll
remember the rest of my life.”

Father and son are making up
for lost time. “Anthony always
jumps in my lap and wants to
cuddle with me,” Josh said. 

While Steve is
quick to name
names when giv-
ing out thanks,
the Legionnaires
involved say they
were simply ful-
filling the mis-
sion of the organ-
ization.

“This was a
post effort, and
anyone in the

post could have done it,” Coley
said. “We were just happy we
could help the family. That’s what
The American Legion is all
about.”

Josh, who recently joined Post
GR14, couldn’t agree more.

“My dad looked everywhere
trying to find some way to get An-
thony over here,” he said. “Thank
God he went to The American Le-
gion. God and The American Le-
gion got my son here.”

– Steve Brooks

legion news

Four-year-old Anthony DuBois recently was reunited with his father, a U.S. Army spe-
cialist stationed in Hanau, Germany. Courtesy Steve DuBois
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Legionnaires on
two continents
reunite father
and son.

“When we got off the
plane and they saw
each other for the first
time… It’s something
I’ll remember the rest
of my life.”

– Steve DuBois 
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North American
Van Lines offers
member discount 

As a global leader in household
relocation and specialized trans-
portation services, North American
Van Lines – one of The American
Legion’s newest benefit providers –
is constantly working to make
moving easier and less stressful for
its customers. 

One example is its new electron-
ic estimating service. Using a pen-

enabled person-
al computer, a
North American
representative
enters each item
to be moved,
extra services
requested and

the cities involved for mileage cal-
culation. The total moving charge is
automatically calculated.

North American also offers sav-
ings to American Legion members
– a minimum 50-percent discount
on interstate moves. In addition,
members receive up to $50,000
coverage on their household goods
at no charge.

FOR MORE INFO
For information or 
free estimates,
contact Andy Mento
at North American 
Moving Solutions:
(800) 524-5533
andy2828@aol.com

The American Legion is an organization
of veterans serving veterans, their families
and communities. The Legion serves as the
veteran’s voice in Washington, fighting for
the benefits and rights of those who served
our country in the armed forces.

Membership eligibility is based upon
dates set forth by Congress. Eligibility dates
are from 4/6/17 to 11/11/18; 12/7/41 to
12/31/46; 6/25/50 to 1/31/55; 2/28/61 to
5/7/75; 8/24/82 to 7/31/84; 12/20/89 to
1/31/90; and from 8/2/90 to present.
For membership information:
The American Legion
Attn: Membership Division
P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055
Call toll-free: (800) 433-3318
E-mail: ia@legion.org
Visit the Web site:
www.legion.org/membership/ 
membership.htm.

For information about our affiliate
organizations, contact:
Sons of The American Legion
John Kerestan, (317) 630-1321
The American Legion Auxiliary
Membership, (317) 955-3845

Join us!
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The American Legion Web
site offers information for veter-
ans, their families and the na-
tion’s youth. Now surfing the
site is easier than ever. 

The American Le-
gion has transformed
its online services into
a feature much easier to navi-
gate. The look is clean and
links are designed for logical
progression. Major stories from
The American Legion Magazine
and The Dispatch keep visitors
informed. 

The latest Legion news,
along with world news of inter-
est to veterans and their fami-
lies, is up-front. A navigation
bar provides quick links to key
points. 

A Legislative Action Center
link, found along the right side
of the page, provides online in-
formation about current veter-

ans legislation, as well as e-
mail links to elected national
officials and local media. 

The home page also contains
links to special e-
cards and download-
able files for a Blue
Star Service Banner

and an American flag. 
Marianella Moreno, Internet

manager for The American Le-
gion, heads a Web-development
team of three who spent seven
months on the project. 

“Major improvements
include fewer levels of informa-
tion to click through and a
more divided set of categories.
It’s also more member-orient-
ed,” Moreno said. “The idea
was to create a site that could
reach both internal and exter-
nal audiences by using
standard terminology and cate-
gories that can be understood.” 

Legion Web page
gets new look
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The Department of Veterans Affairs
responded quickly to the events of
Sept. 11, dispatching key personnel
from VA within hours. To meet the ur-
gent needs of Pentagon victims and
their families, the Veterans Benefits
and National Cemetery administrations
established an information and claims-
processing unit at DoD’s Family Assis-
tance Center in Crystal City, Va., now
located at the Pentagon. 

In a matter of days, VA streamlined
the process. Working closely with
DoD, VA obtained direct online access
to the Defense Eligibility and Entitle-
ment Records System to obtain data on
dependents, and created on-site claims
processing. Most benefits claims were
processed within 24 hours. The elec-
tronic transfer of eligibility records and
personnel data between VA and DoD
made this possible. When the urgency
was there, hundreds of decisions were
made expeditiously. 

The American Legion and DoD are
asking why this same urgency isn’t ap-
plied to VA’s backlog of claims, which
exceeds 500,000. Typically, service-
members and veterans wait more than
180 days for decisions on their claims. 

The Legion has lobbied for years to
improve veterans’ health care and
claims processing. Just three months
prior to the terrorist attacks, the Le-
gion testified before the House Sub-
committee on Military Personnel that
the current data-sharing process be-
tween DoD and VA is cumbersome.
No common interface for data
exchange exists between the two
agencies; therefore, no easy access to
medical records exists.

“VA and DoD don’t share a com-
mon server or the same electronic
data fields,” says Carroll Williams, the
Legion’s Veterans Affairs & Rehabilita-
tion manager of operations and train-
ing. “If they did, transfer of informa-
tion would be easier, and bills would
be paid faster. VA and DoD succeeded
in breaking through multiple levels of
bureaucracy to expedite claims for
victims of Sept. 11. What they did
then, they can do now.”

Electronic data
transfer could
expedite claims

legion news

LEGION ONLINE
www.legion.org
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“TAPS”
AVAILABLE

Posts needing a
cassette recording of

Taps for military funerals
or patriotic services may
receive one by writing to

Jane Reil
1095 Baldwin Road

LaPeer, MI 48446

The recording features Taps
sounded at the funeral of

President John F. Kennedy,
complete with the firing

of the rifle squad. Reil also
has recordings of the

traditional Army Taps.
The cassettes are free, but

donations are appreciated to
defray the costs of materials,

recording and mailing. 
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comrades

How to use your National Reunion Registry
The National Reunion Registry handles all reunion information

services for The American Legion Magazine. NRR, a division of Mili-
tary Information Enterprises Inc., is a private organization that pro-
vides information about reunions, helps veterans locate old buddies,
and offers other special benefits to veterans and their families.

NRR maintains contact information on thousands of reunions and
provides this information free of charge to veterans.

There are several ways to register reunions or check reunion list-
ings with the National Reunion Registry. Please contact the organiza-
tion directly by writing to NRR/Reunions, P.O. Box 17118, Spartan-
burg, SC 29301, by faxing (864) 595-0813 or online at http://www.
militaryusa.com/nrrregister.html. Due to the large number of
reunions, NRR cannot accept phone requests for reunion information.

To register a reunion, you should include the complete name of the
organization and branch of service with your request. The request

should also include the reunion dates and city, along with a contact
name and telephone number. Please also include a size estimate of the
group.

Using the Internet is the quickest, most accurate way to access the
reunion registry. You may check to see if your buddies are planning a
reunion by visiting NRR’s Web site at www.MilitaryUSA.com. To pro-
mote the best accuracy and fastest process when listing your reunion,
complete the Reunion Registration Form available on the Web site.

Locating a Buddy
MilitaryUSA.com offers many services for veterans, including tips

and techniques for locating current or former military members. How
To Locate Anyone Who Is or Has Been in the Military: Armed Forces
Locator Guide is a practical guide to help people locate service mem-
bers. The publication can be purchased by contacting MIE Publishing,
P.O. Box 17118, Spartanburg, SC 29301 or by faxing (864) 595-0813.

AIR FORCE
2nd Bomb Wing Assn Strat Air Cmd, Shreveport, LA,
5/16-19, Ted Brewer, (877) 795-6672; 3rd Hosp Grp
7510th AF Hosp, Dayton, OH, 9/26-29, Rowland Garver,
(765) 473-7184, dutchgarve@netusa1.net; 4th Ftr
Interceptor Wing, Ft. Walton Beach, FL, October, Andrew
Whipple, (941) 739-6947, andrewlwhipple@aol.com;
5th AF 5th Bomb Cmd, St. Charles, MO, 9/11-15, Louis
Buddo, (314) 487-8128; 5th AF 5th Stat Hosp, St.
Charles, MO, 9/11-15, Jeff Seabock, (828) 324-6464;
5th AF, 13th Bomb Sqdn 3rd Bomb Grp WWII, St.
Charles, MO, 4/10-14, Vernon J. Main Jr., (504) 488-
4848; 5th AF 80th Serv Grp, St. Charles, MO, 9/11-15,
Virgil Staples, (515) 225-8454; 5th AF 314th Composite
Wing, St. Charles, MO, 9/11-15, Louis Buddo, (314)
487-8128; 5th AF 405th Sig Co Avn, St. Charles, MO,
9/11-15, Phil Treacy, (810) 775-5238; 5th AF 502nd
Tact Cont Grp, St. Charles, MO, 9/11-15, Fred Gorsek,
(217) 968-5411; 6th Photo 548th Recon Tech Sqdn
(Japan), Savannah, GA, 9/18-22, Charlie Wilson, (770)
927-6179, cwilson193@aol.com

8th AF 3rd Strat Air Depot, Cincinnati, 5/22-25, Wiley
Noble, (225) 925-8454, wsn3dsad@aol.com; 8th AF
364th Ftr Grp England, San Antonio, 9/17-21, Dan
Leftwich, (937) 890-3641; 8th AF 446th Bomb Grp H,
Dayton, MA, 5/15-18, Bill Davenport, (714) 832-2829,
history446@aolc.om; 9th AF 48th Ftr Wing 493rd Ftr
Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 10/3-5, Jacob Cooper, (716) 633-
6056, jco0128@aol.com; 9th AF 387th Bomb Grp M
(All Units), Dayton, OH, 9/18-21, Paul Priday, (740) 852-
6694, lswen123@earthlink.net; 9th AF 397th Bomb Grp
Assn (M), Tucson, AZ, 10/9-13, William Spurrier, (805)
528-5437, wrspur@juno.com; 10th Tact Recon Wing,
Schertz, TX, 9/6-8, Jerry Graham, (210) 658-5962,
nodaktwointx@att.net; 12th Tact Ftr Wing 12th Bomb
Grp, Tampa, FL, 6/18-23, Wilbur Anderson, (919) 736-
3711; 12th Trp Carrier Sqdn, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/22-26,
Lewis Doyle, (812) 254-2211, ledoyle65@charter.net;
14th Tact Recon Sqdn, Branson, MO, 11/6-11, George
Engel, (210) 656-1165; 15th AF 459th Bomb Grp, St.
Louis, 10/3-6, John Devney, (585) 381-6174

15th AF 464th Bomb Grp H WWII, Nashville, TN, 9/18-
22, Arthur Rawlings, (615) 876-2132,
emyalr@aol.com; 18th Ftr Bomb Wing – 12th, 39th,
44th, 67th, 70th Ftr Sqdns, 18th HQ, No. 2 Sqdn,
South African AF, Seattle, 9/5-8, Dick Lundquist, (360)
766-8912, rtlund@sos.net; 20th Ftr Wing,
Albuquerque, NM, 9/19-22, Dave Smoker, (505) 829-
3402, fletchocala615@cs.com; 22nd Military Airlift
Sqdn, Travis AFB, CA, 4/19-21, Glen Sharp, (707) 425-
3895; 28th Bomb Wing 28th Strat Recon Wing, Rapid
City, SD, 9/5-9, Robert Heller, (605) 721-3023,
skater@rushmore.com; 38th Bomb Wing France,
Oklahoma City, 5/30-6/1, Glen Brady, (405) 946-3457,
gcbrady@aol.com; 42nd Sec Police Sqdn, Caribou,
ME, 8/16-19, Mike Allison, (207) 862-2301,
klucker2@mindspring.com; 47th Bomb Wing, England,
6/9-16, Glenn Ludlow, (604) 988-5316,
afnktown@yahoo.com; 50th Trp Carrier Wing 441st
Trp Carrier Grp, Indianapolis, 9/12-14, Frank Ehrman,
(317) 271-8568, fnehrman42@cs.com; 51st Ftr
Interceptor Wing, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/3-6, Ernie
Stroud, (803) 475-2654, ernies@comporium.net; 57th

Bomb Wing WWII, Verdi, NV, 10/3-7, Robert Evans,
(317) 247-7507; 58th Ftr Grp, Tucson, AZ, 5/1-5, A.
Kupferer, (812) 945-7649, jkupferer@iglou.com; 81st
Ftr Wing, Albuquerque, NM, 9/19-22, Dave Smoker,
(505) 829-3402, fletchocala615@cs.com; 86th Ftr
Bomb Grp Assn, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/10-12, Sid
Howard, (714) 992-2504; 86th Ftr Bomb Wing,
Branson, MO, 8/29-9/1, William Merritt, (601) 352-
1124, rustynail999@aol.com; 90th Air Refueling
Sqdn, Branson, MO, 5/23-26, Pete Keezer, (913) 648-
5511; 98th Bomb Grp Vets Assn, Dayton, OH, 9/24-28,
Dennis Posey, (770) 509-7734, dennisposey@
mindspirng.com; 163rd Gen Hosp WWII, Dayton, OH,
9/26-29, Rowland Garver, (765) 473-7184,
dutchgarve@netusa1.net; 302nd Tact Airlift Wing,
Cocoa Beach, FL, 4/25-28, Tom Romph, (321) 253-
5590, romphhouse@aol.com; 319th Ftr Interceptor
Sqdn, Branson, MO, 10/8-11, David Headen, (270)
258-5633, dwheaden@madisonville.com; 331st Air
Serv, Peoria, IL, 9/19-21, Robert Koehler, (309) 266-
5039

351st Bomb Grp Assn, Cincinnati, 6/27-30, Clint
Hammond, (717) 766-1489, bombgroup351st@
aol.com; 401st Bomb Grp H, Tucson, AZ, 10/23-26,
George Menzel, (912) 598-0276; 433rd TCG, New
Orleans, 9/3-7, Gerry Randa, (330) 345-6615,
randapandg@aol.com; 460th Bomb Grp H, Orlando, FL,
10/3-6, Duane Bohnstedt, (941) 637-8590, mardonaal@
aol.com; 485th Tact Missile Wing, Charleston, SC, 6/13-
15, Cal Chasteen, (803) 276-4406, cchasteen@
earthlink.net; 525th Ftr Interceptor Sqdn, Ft. Mitchell, KY,
5/2-5, Albert Mikuski, (802) 254-6297; 551st Abn Early
Warning and Cont Wing, Otis AFB, MA, 10/31-11/2,
James Collins, (508) 746-5713, easy12@adelphia.net;
664th AC&W Sqdn, Bellefontaine, OH, 6/28-30, John
Macaluso, (937) 593-6366, flomac@loganrec.com;
676th Radar Sqdn, Antigo, WI, 7/19-21, Doug Sylfest,
(715) 627-2728, 676threunion@g2a.net; 735th AC&W
Sqdn, Tampa, FL, 10/18-21, Robert Ewing, (704) 827-
5156, robertaewing@juno.com; 763rd AC&W Sqdn,
Lockport, NY, 9/6-7, Leo Phelps, (317) 984-3402,
ljpmap@indy.net

768th AC&W Sqdn, Moriarty, NM, 9/19-21, Caswell
Haskell, (860) 434-7308, caswell.haskell@att.net;
3454th Tech Tng Sqdn, Branson, MO, 9/5-7, Robert
Aughey, (715) 423-9615, vibob46@yahoo.com;
AACS/AFCS/AFCC Alumni, Dayton, OH, 9/26-29, Daniel
Morabito, (716) 773-3098, wheezycodger@aol.com;
AC-199 Gunships, Ft. Walton Beach, FL, 9/27-29, Larry
Fletcher, (573) 365-8916, lfletcher@socket.net; AF
Photo Mapping, Wright Patterson, OH, 9/25-28, Dale
Kingsbury, (314) 961-0519, photomapper@aol.com;
Air Trans Cmd Assn, Colorado Springs, CO, 5/23-25,
Rick Ravitts, (815) 229-1122, devonshir@att.net; B-47
Stratojet Assn, Seattle, 9/18-22, Alex Alexander, (210)
653-5361, sigmund.alexander@worldnet.att.net; Base
Air Depot 2 Assn, New London, CT, 10/8-10, Richard
McClune, (757) 877-3826; C-130 “Blind Bats,” Biloxi,
MS, 5/9-11, Ralph Krach, (225) 374-2041, flarebird@
aol.com; Chambley AB France, San Antonio, 5/10-12,
Charles Timms, (864) 888-4133, nhatrangcrtimms@
mindspring.com; Killeen AB 1094th SRS, Reno, NV,
9/30-10/2, Jim Griffin, (916) 784-2133; OCS Class 59A,
San Antonio, 4/15, Don Weber, (352) 365-0031,

djandmjweber@cs.com; P-47 Thunderbolt Pilots,
Omaha, NE, 5/10-13, Marvin Rosvold, (402) 371-6633,
bob2@wilmington.net; Pecos Army Air Field, Pecos,
TX, 10/1-3, Bill Pitts, (501) 484-7512, brandrpitts@
aol.com; Pilot Class 43B, Tucson, AZ, 5/2-5, Robert
Einig, (561) 581-3757; Pilot Class 43F, Patrick AFB, FL,
October, Charles Haun, (321) 674-0792, chaun1@
cfl.rr.com; Pilot Class 52G-H, San Diego, 11/16-19,
Randy Presley, (903) 372-2195, randy@presley.com;
Pilot Class 55E, Orlando, FL, 10/30-11/3, Neal Nelson,
(407) 830-8685, nnelson@cfl.rr.com; Pilot Class 55V,
Madison, WI, 8/20-23, Richard Murray, (608) 244-3359,
greenbush4@aol.com; RAF Shepherds Grove, Branson,
MO, 11/7-12, Charles Lee, (540) 721-2747, cplee@
shepherdsgrove.com; Strat Air Cmd Abn Cmd Ctrl
Assn, St. Louis, 10/9-13, Steve Leazer, (760) 367-7631,
leazersd@thegrid.net; USS Emory S. Land, AS 39,
Virginia Beach, VA, 9/20-22, J. Black, (757) 583-2019,
jrbsmb39@aol.com; USS Massey, DD 778, Newport,
RI, October, Carl Wilburn, toppi@home.com

ARMY
1st Arm Cav 2nd Sqdn “Blackhawks,” Colorado
Springs, CO, 8/22-25, Tom Schluchter, (989) 684-4380,
tomandlinda@chartermi.net; 1st Cav Div 8th Cav Rgt
1st Bn, Biloxi, MS, 6/12-16, Roy Martin, (228) 435-
1229; 1st Inf Div 2nd Bn 16th Inf Rgt Delta Co, Allegan,
MI, 7/26-27, Don Dignan, (734) 525-0157, ddignan@
peoplepc.com; 2nd Eng Spec Brigade, Peoria, IL, 9/20-
23, Paul Lieberman, (561) 482-9862, pauljo@
kialisdn.com; 2nd Howitzer Bn 83rd Arty, Lawton, OK,
5/24-26, Al Schuller, (916) 990-0508, a.schuller@
att.net; 3rd AAA AW Bn (SP), Pigeon Forge, TN, 4/24-
26, Harold Webb, (423) 538-4724, haroldmary@
webtv.net; 3rd Arm Div Vets Assn “Spearhead,”
Louisville, KY, 7/17-21, Rich Carlson, (916) 487-3206,
rbmj1616@aol.com; 3rd Inf Div Society, Buffalo, NY,
9/12-15, Joseph Poggi, (201) 573-0515, iggop@
optonline.net; 4th Arty Rgt 8th Bn, Lawton, OK, 6/27-29,
Carl Lanier, (540) 483-0562, jasperc@kimbanet.com;
4th FA 8th Bn, Lawton, OK, 6/27-30, Cliff Hughes, (580)
536-8253, cliffhug@yahoo.com

6th Cav, Chattanooga, TN, 6/7-9, P. Brown, (615) 895-
0817; 8th Cav 1st Bn “Jumping Mustangs,” Biloxi, MS,
6/12-16, Roy Martin, (228) 435-1229, rmartin9@
bellsouth.net; 8th Inf Div 28th FA Bn, Sedona, AZ, 9/29-
10/2, John Culloton, (800) 292-6344, jcullo3250@
aol.com; 8th Inf Div 45th FA Bn, New Orleans, 9/5-7,
Brad Rice, (901) 682-5784; 9th Inf Div 9th Med Bn, San
Diego, 6/27-30, Jim Toney, (580) 638-2353, jimtoney@
tds.net; 9th Inf Div 47th Inf Rgt 2nd Bn, San Diego, 6/27-
30, Bob Pries, (513) 755-1223, rpries@cinci.rr.com; 9th
Inf Div 47th Inf Rgt 3rd Bn, San Diego, 6/27-30, Frank
Gubala, (716) 873-4821, fgubala@aol.com; 9th Inf Div
47th Inf Rgt 4th Bn, San Diego, 6/27-30, Dale Jones,
(541) 997-8600, docdj@oregonfast.net; 10th Armd Div
Assn, Kalamazoo, MI, 8/29-9/1, Tom Bubin, (616) 342-
0115, tbubin@hazardlabel.com; 10th Inf Div 35th FA,
Erie, PA, September, Tom Falconer, (814) 838-4854,
falconer62@aol.com; 11th AAA AW Halftrack Bn, Sioux
Falls, SD, 8/22-25, Ed Lamers, (605) 694-2788,
edhlamers27@hotmail.com; 11th Armd Cav Vets of
Vietnam and Cambodia, Nashville, TN, 8/9-11, Stephen
Page, (413) 534-0720, srpage@msn.com; 11th Eng Bn
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Assn, Las Vegas, September, Fred Boelsche, (201) 641-
5828; 11th Evac Hosp, Palatka, FL, 10/3-5, Fenton
Morris, (386) 325-3814, fmorris2@bellsouth.net; 13th
Cbt Avn Bn (Delta Bn), Ft. Rucker, AL, 4/26-28, Steve
Gause, (561) 852-1675, sgause101@aol.com; 13th Eng
C Bn, Ft. Mitchell, KY, 9/12-15, Levi Haire, (404) 366-
9891, rabbit713@aol.com; 13th Inf Rgt Assn WWII, St.
Louis, 9/19-21, George Krist, (440) 235-9862; 14th Cbt
Eng Bn, Kansas City, KS, 9/19-21, Stanley Schwartz,
(859) 498-4567, shs313@mis.net; 16th Armd Div,
Mackinaw City, MI, 9/11-14, Edward Krusheski, (609)
978-0490, ed16armor@aol.com; 16th Inf 2nd Bn A Co,
Minden, NV, 8/2-4, Terry Hassett, (781) 826-1274,
terryhassett@juno.com; 17th Arty Rgt, Colorado
Springs, CO, 8/1-3, Mike Burke, (949) 645-9284,
www.17thartilleryregiment.org; 17th Inf Assn, Colorado
Springs, CO, 8/1-3, Mike Burke, (949) 645-9284,
srothman@ptialaska.net; 18th FA Bn, Lawton, OK, 5/16-
19, Dean Beyhl, (309) 762-3565; 19th Cbt Eng Rgt
WWII, Branson, MO, 10/3-6, Milan Glumac, (843) 406-
4662

22nd Inf Rgt Society, St. Louis, 5/2-5, M. Toyer, (940)
686-2145, jaspaz@att.net; 27th FA Rgt, Fayetteville, NC,
7/12-14, Jim Suessmann, (973) 357-0033, jrscpa@
worldnet.att.net; 28th Inf Div 109th Inf Rgt, Lanham,
MD, 9/25-28, Joseph McCabe, (941) 549-1306,
el5385@aol.com; 28th Inf Rgt, Denver, 8/29-9/2, Walt
Landry, (409) 985-9437; 32nd Inf Div, Midland, MI,
8/30-9/2, Neil Sorenson, (414) 541-1349; 32nd Inf Rgt,
Honolulu, 9/18-22, Andrew Dyckson, (352) 597-5912,
hdyckson@eathlink.net; 33rd Inf Div 123rd FA Bn,
Galesburg, IL, 9/14, Wally Garman, (309) 243-8746,
wagbvg2@aol.com; 36th Inf Div Midwest Chapter,
Dayton, OH, 6/20-23, Edward Stoermer, (937) 890-
4693; 40th Inf Div 160th Inf Rgt E Co, Omaha, NE,
8/23-25, Paul Swartz, (724) 662-2269, phswartz@
infonline.net; 40th Inf Div 223rd Inf Rgt, Las Vegas,
5/19-22, Norman Hackler, (281) 444-5279, nhackler@
hackerlandassociates.com; 40th Inf Div 224th Inf Rgt,
San Antonio, 10/16-20, Ray Fanning, (626) 912-0921,
rih1930@aol.com

40th Inf Div 625th FA, Branson, MO, 5/9-12, Richard
Bingham, (217) 824-4799, rwbing@msn.com; 43rd
Div Band, Hartford, CT, Mario De Capua, (860) 956-
1558, amm55@webtv.net; 44th Inf Div Band,
Springfield, IL, 4/20, Stephen Hall, (217) 546-6747,
bugletooter@juno.com; 45th Inf Div, 180th Inf Assn,
Oklahoma City, 8/29-31, Larry Traw, (580) 924-6693,
gbear@redriverok.com; 45th Inf Div 189th FA 645th
Tank Dest Bn, Branson, MO, 4/18-20, Grady Baker,
(580) 234-1884; 45th Inf Div Assn “Thunderbirds,”
Oklahoma City, 8/29-31, Raul Trevino, (210) 681-9134;
52nd Eng Cbt Bn, Anderson, IN, 7/6, George Baley,
(765) 642-7688; 58th TACSAT Co 72nd Sig Bn,
Kendallville, IN, 8/30-9/1, James Burns, (877) 584-
4321; 61st Inf Rgt 3rd Bn HQ, Indianapolis, 7/26-28,
James Barbe, (330) 889-2117, jimbo520@aol.com;
62nd Eng Const Bn, Tuscola, IL, 4/24-27, John Bohn,
(603) 536-8916, olinjobohn@aol.com; 63rd Inf Div,
Branson, MO, 8/13-18, Martin Beer, (319) 337-4519;
71st Air Def Arty 3rd Bn, Branson, MO, 10/6-8, Howard
Webb, (501) 648-2959, hlwebb@earthlink.net

79th Inf Div 315th Inf Rgt, Milwaukee, 8/29-31, Les
Brantingham, (616) 657-3078, bthelma79@aol.com;
79th Inf Div 904th FA, Cincinnati, August, Robert Craig,
(513) 831-4471; 80th Inf Div, Melbourne, FL, 8/14-18,
Eric Reilinger, (321) 676-1723, eric-ida@juno.com; 83rd
Inf Div 331st Inf Rgt L Co, Indianapolis, 9/13-15, Harold
Edwards, (765) 342-2283; 84th Eng Const Bn, Tuscola,
IL, 4/24-27, John Bohn, (603) 536-8916,
olinjobohn@aol.com; 86th Inf Div “Blackhawk,” Ft.
Mitchell, KY, 9/18-22, Robert Bookbinder, (954) 974-
3511, carconed@aol.com; 88th Inf Div Northeastern
Chapter TRUST and USFA, Atlantic City, NJ, 4/8-11, Fred
McCrea, (614) 848-4748, grammie@insight.rr.com;
94th AAA AW Bn (SP), Bellingham, WA, 8/3-4, Glenn
Hawley, (360) 733-0433, chainsawhhr@attbi.com; 95th
AAA Gun Bn, Reno, NV, 10/8-9, Charles Englehart, (509)
677-3286, sengle@ritzcom.net; 95th Inf Div Assn,
Rosemont, IL, 8/8-11, Lester Wolf, (708) 458-3047; 96th
Inf Div Assn, Evansville, IN, 6/10-13, Norman Johnson,
(607) 589-6061; 97th Inf Div 365th FA Bn, W Lafayette,
IN, 5/16-20, Will Schalliol, (765) 463-6361,
schallio@ecn.purdue.edu; 99th Inf Bn, Zanesville, OH,
9/18-22, Robert Snodgrass, (740) 557-3161; 101st Abn

Assn, Nashville, TN, 6/13-15, James Patton Jr., (270)
439-0445, assn101abn@aol.com; 101st Abn Div 158th
Assault Heli Bn A Co “Ghostriders,” New Orleans, 6/14-
16, Robert Owens, (334) 693-3891, rwowens@
snowhill.com; 101st Abn Div Hamburger Hill Survivors,
Oak Grove, KY, 5/16-19, Chuck Vander Luitgaren, (731)
232-8240, vluitgaren@wk.net; 102nd Inf Div Assn, New
Orleans, 8/18-25, Sam Alfonso, (504) 455-1972; 109th
Evac Hosp, St. Louis, 8/8-11, Howard Kiltgaard, (414)
354-4857, howardk@execpc.com; 114th Eng Cbt Bn,
Greenville, MS, 9/27-28, Lovic Neel, (662) 332-5655,
lovicn@deltaland.net; 126th AAA Gun Bn HQ Btry,
Madison, WI, 6/21-23, Quent “Q.B.” Johnson, (608) 455-
4494, mapajohnson@msn.com; 167th Sig Co (RR),
Washington, 10/4-6, Steve Baldwin, (281) 452-3425,
rsbsteve@aol.com; 180th Inf Assn, McAlester, OK, 5/3-
4, Larry Traw, (580) 924-6693, gbear@redriverok.com;
185th, 194th FA, Little Amana, IA, 8/30-9/2, Raymond
Behr, (563) 659-3683

202nd Eng Cbt Bn C Co, Carrollton, OH, 7/25-27, Carl
Miller, (330) 627-4513; 235th FA Obsn Bn, Jamesville,
WI, 9/5-8, Robert Gamboe, (419) 737-2418; 254th FA
Bn, Hudson, OH, 9/6-8, Earle Schwark, (440) 884-4323;
255th FA Bn WWII, Terre Haute, IN, 9/7-9, Marvin
George, (661) 835-7375; 264th FA Bn, Florence, KY,
9/23-26, Bob Latz, (330) 493-4657, rlatz@mindspring.
com; 277th FA Bn, Lafayette, IN, 9/6-7, John Glade,
(765) 742-5721, j.glade2@verizon.net; 287th MP Co,
Spring, Myrtle Beach, SC, Jimmy Cole, (919) 772-3448,
cwcjec@earthlink.net; 361st Eng Const Bn, Nashville,
TN, 10/18-20, Delmer Wallen Sr., (423) 247-3933,
wallen@chartertn.net; 385th AAA AW Bn, Greensboro,
NC, 6/21-23, Douglas Cochran, (301) 733-6312; 439th
Eng Const Bn, McPherson, KS, 8/9-11, Harold Scott,
(620) 241-5428, scotshop@alltel.net; 480th AAA AW
Bn, Palmerton, PA, 7/12-13, Samuel George, (610) 681-
4459; 505th Hm Co Tank, Pigeon Forge, TN, 6/25-27,
Herbert Dickson, (803) 329-4326; 529th FA Obsn Bn,
Allen Park, MI, 9/5-7, Larry Bodary, (734) 283-2326

534th 708th 715th 773rd Amph Forces, Harrisburg, PA,
9/19-22, Jean Dunne, (563) 582-2561, jeandunne@
msn.com; 549th MP Co, Pigeon Forge, TN, 4/22-26,
William Anas, (803) 478-7463, manas@ftc-i.net; 620th
SCARWAF, Pigeon Forge, TN, 5/15-18, Don Schneider,
(989) 658-8124, donmar@avci.net; 702nd Tank Dest
Bn, Erlanger, KY, 6/7-9, Mike Leumer, (574) 262-9993,
tdblasting@cs.com; 716th MP Bn Vietnam,
Bloomington, MN, 9/13-15, Duane Hursey, (712) 544-
2662, jdeh@fmctc.com; 718th Amph Tract Bn,
Springfield, MO, 9/5-7, C. Palmer, (660) 826-2481,
cjpalmer@iland.net; 772nd MP Bn Vets Assn, Downers
Grove, IL, 5/2-5, Bill McDonald, (708) 422-3892,
mmcdo56563@aol.com; 773rd Tank Dest Bn, Virginia
Beach, VA, 9/17-19, Edward McClelland, (216) 251-
0445; 774th Tank Dest Bn, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/29-
10/4, Arthur Pelkey, (843) 272-5378, oldsarg774tdbn@
aol.com; 791st AAA AW Bn, Rapid City, SD, 9/11-15,
Edward Morhardt, (941) 475-7741, 1morrie@msn.com;
792nd AAA AW Bn, Birch Run, MI, 9/19-21, Homer
Yeakle, (765) 662-7716, hayeakle@aol.com

865th AAA AW Bn, Branson, MO, 5/2-4, Tine Martin,
(317) 858-0741, tmartinsr7@aol.com; 916th
SCARWAF, Pigeon Forge, TN, 5/15-18, Don Schneider,
(989) 658-8124, donmar@avci.net; 999th Armd FA Bn,
Little Rock, AR, 8/23-25, Aubrey Davidson, (501) 851-
4999; 1134th Eng Cbt Bn, Ramage, WV, 6/15-20, Fred
Duty, (304) 369-3230, fredndoris@juno.com; 1262nd
Eng Cbt Bn, New Orleans, May, Edwin Jones, (318) 861-
3268, ejones1926@aol.com; 3483rd Ord MAM Co,
Detroit, 9/13-15, Charles Pomnitz, (313) 881-0601,
candhpom@home.com; Army Landclears Assn, Peoria,
IL, 6/20-22, John Bohn, (603) 536-8916, olinjobohn@
aol.com; ASA 7th Det 2nd Sig (Alaska) 1946-1951,
Stroudsburg, PA, 6/6-9, Jack Persing, (570) 424-6959,
jpersing@socantel.net; ASA Korea, Frankenmuth, MI,
9/26-29, Robert Rudolph, (616) 789-2860, nrudolph@
compuserve.com; ASA Philippines, Minneapolis, 9/26-
29, Richard Lewis, (315) 498-8609, asaphil@
twcny.rr.com; Berlin Turner Tankers, 40th Armor, Killeen,
TX, 11/5-9, George O’Brien, (781) 599-6280,
sylvesterobrien@webtv.net; Camp Breckinridge,
Morganfield, KY, 6/11-12, Vicki Ricketts, (270) 389-4420,
breck@henderson.net; Chosin Few Army, Colorado
Springs, CO, 5/14-18, Dawn Francois, (719) 382-7069;
CID Agents, Metairie, LA, 9/10-15, Louise Head, (706)

798-0588, louiseh592@aol.com; Ft. Reno, Ft. Reno, OK,
6/1-2, Erma Higgins, (405) 732-1520, hhiggins@
mmcable.com; OCS Class 14-52, Oklahoma City, 5/3-7,
Edgar Goodbary, (417) 850-8650, ergoodbary@
aol.com; OCS Class 16-52, Columbus, GA, 6/23-25,
Milton McPherson, (334) 566-3653, miltonm28@hot-
mail.com; Outpost Harry Survivors, New Orleans, 6/13-
15, Jerry Cunningham, (803) 783-4491, jero5288@
cs.com; US Army Warrant Officers, Niagara Falls, NY,
8/1-5, George Vanhoose, (716) 754-8614, anetnut@
aol.com; US Constabulary Assn, North Conway, NH,
Ernest Cologne, (401) 658-1572, constabulary@
juno.com; US Constabulary Outpost 2, Trevose, PA,
6/24-27, Edward Yetsko, (607) 748-6395; US
Disciplinary Barracks Ft. Leavenworth, Leavenworth,
KS, 7/26-27, Midge Irvin, (856) 740-3697, irvin39@
juno.com; Zittau Survivors, Portland, OR, May, Clifford
Austin, (802) 877-3451, sally@aol.com

COAST GUARD
CG Unit 62 WWII (Alaska), Chattanooga, TN, 9/10-13,
Ardon Smith, (770) 461-8834, asmit@juno.com; USCG
165 Cutters, Grand Haven, MI, 8/1-3, Harrison Ochs,
(314) 822-9931; USCG Samuel Chase, APA 26,
Philadelphia, 9/25-29, J. York, (317) 849-1283,
jyrobinwood@earthlink.net; USCGC Androscoggin,
WHEC 68, Jacksonville, FL, September, Jack Cunniff,
(904) 246-7741, jack@aol.com; USCGC Barataria,
WHEC 381, Portland, ME, 8/2-4, James Jones, (412)
928-9693, bosunjj2aol.com; USCGC Courier, WAGR
410, Greece, 10/11-18, Gil Riggs, (505) 287-3338,
dnewell@empire.net; USCGC Taney, WPG/WHEC 37,
Oakland, CA, 4/25-27, Garret Conklin, (510) 523-1878,
garretc@earthlink.net; USS Durant, DE 389, Tiffin, OH,
10/4-5, Bob Stowman, (814) 265-3904, rastowman@
b-linkcom.net

JOINT
American Defenders of Bataan Co, San Antonio, 5/14-
18, Joseph Alexander, (210) 690-0837; Berlin Airlift
Vets Assn, Bossier City, LA, 9/26-29, J. Studak, (512)
452-0903; Chosin Few Natl Assn, San Antonio, 9/28-
31, Jack Nolan, (903) 595-0556, jandbnolan@etgs.
com; Colorado Vietnam Vets Assn, Ft. Collins, CO, 6/6-
9, Kathy Covery, (970) 867-8672, kandment@plains.
net; Goodfellow Field, San Angelo, TX, October, James
Pannell, (662) 534-2547, mpannell2@worldnet.att.net;
Joint Comm Support Element, Tampa, FL, 6/12-16,
Michael Andler, mandler@hotmail.com; Mobile Riverine
Force Assn, San Diego, 6/27-30, Albert Moore, (828)
464-7228, mrfa@abts.net; Natl Assn of Fleet Tug
Sailors, Arlington, VA, 8/29-9/3, Ralph Smith, (504)
887-4603, snafumanor@aol.com; Nebraska Vietnam
Vets, Norfolk, NE, 8/8-11, Bruce Bounds, (402) 379-
1874, pbounds@cableone.com; Old Antarctic
Explorers Assn, Pensacola, FL, 11/6-8, Paul Dickson,
(850) 492-1666, lcliptak@hightec.com; Patrol Boat
River Forces Veterans, St. Louis, 7/17-21, Kerry Shaffer,
(696) 451-5688, president@pbr-fva.org

USS Antietam, CV/CVA/CVS 36/CG 54, Branson, MO,
9/25-29, Bill Hiebert, (703) 768-6419, william.hiebert@
worldnet.att.net; USS Bayfield, APA 33, Tucson, AZ,
10/18-21, Diane Meza, (520) 746-1161, boggilo@
aol.com; USS Benewah, APB 35, San Diego, 6/27-30,
Albert Moore, (828) 464-7228, mrfa@abts.net; USS
Boston and Mar Det, CA 69/CA G1/SSN 703, Baton
Rouge, LA, 7/19-21, Arthur Hebert, (603) 672-8772;
USS Cavalier, APA 37, Las Vegas, 9/29-10/3, Ralph
Hansberry, (435) 673-8041; USS Enterprise,
CVAN/CVN 65, Pittsburgh, 8/27-31, W. McDougall,
(724) 325-9954, mcdou@alltel.net; USS Lansing,
DE/DER 388/WDE 488, New Orleans, 10/16-20, Terry
Moberg, (218) 829-3288, tmoberg@brainerd.net; USS
New York, BB 34, Mesa, AZ, 10/3-5, Bill Cunningham,
(480) 984-7334; USS Saratoga, CV 3/CVA/CV 60,
Branson, MO, 10/10-13, John Brandman, (877) 360-
7272, cva360@aol.com; Vietnam Heli Pilots, Las
Vegas, 7/1-7, Joe Bilitzke, (415) 206-9898,
nationalreunion@vhpa.org

MARINES
3rd 4th Mar Def Bn, Mason City, IA, 8/29-9/1, Jim
O’Brien, (641) 423-8209, jeobrien@mach3ww.com; 3rd
Mar Div, San Diego, 9/4-8, Steve Valdez, (562) 929-
3504, sfvusmc@aol.com; 3rd Mar Div 3rd Joint
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Assault Sig Co, Las Vegas, 9/30-10/3, Julie Fiorvanti,
(702) 873-1405, juliefiorvanti@aol.com; 3rd Mar Div
8th Howitzer Btry, San Diego, 9/4-8, Greg Ladesich,
(949) 249-3525, gladesich@aolc.om; 3rd Mar Div 11th
Eng Bn, San Diego, 7/7-13, Charles Luhan, (773) 585-
9629, cl11engrbn@aol.com; 4th Mar Div 24th Mar 2nd
Bn F Co, Ft. Walton Beach, FL, 4/17-21, Floyd Dover,
(850) 897-3382; 5th Mar 3rd Bn Korea, Oklahoma City,
9/10-14, Al Bettiga, (520) 229-0657, albett@earthlink.
net; 6th Mar Div Assn, Las Vegas, 9/15-21, Vince
Mathews, (651) 455-6700; 7th Comm Bn, Las Vegas,
6/23-27, Michael Fink, (252) 223-4064, mikef@
coastalnet.com; 7th Field Depot, Tucson, AZ, 9/19-21,
Art Manwaring, (708) 672-5811, artmanw@juno.com;
26th Mar 2nd Bn, Tunica, MS, 5/5-8, Mike Townes,
(435) 882-4936, bogeyman123@msn.com; A Co 1st
Bn 7th Mar (Korea), St. Louis, 10/20-23, Leonard
Shifflette, (540) 434-2066, captshiftya17@
planetcomm.net; China Mar Assn, Branson, MO, 10/2-5,
Arthur Goetz, 410-742-0930, a-dgoetz@juno.com

E-2-5 Korea, Newberg, NY, 5/1-5, Bart Dauberman,
(717) 453-7085; Force Recon, Arlington, VA, 8/21-25,
Wayne Pilny, (419) 797-4348, wspilney@thirdplanet.net;
Fox Co 2nd Bn 5th Mar, Charleston, SC, 7/24-28,
William Henderson, (775) 629-0081, deh1222@aol.
com; Korean Conflict Mar, Sioux City, IA, 5/30-6/2, Glen
Callaghan, (712) 882-1824; MAG-25/SCAT Vets of
WWII, San Diego, 5/24-28, Bud Wegener, (916) 662-
8000, ebweg@aol.com; Mar Embassy Guard Assn,
San Diego, 4/24-28, Charles May, (503) 325-1501,
mayc@pacifier.com; Mar Raiders WWII, Reno, NV, 5/7-
8, Robert Mathews, (916) 624-3966; Mar Sec Guards
(Vietnam), Quantico, VA, 6/26-29, Mike Bertini, (910)
353-7377; Plt 334 Parris Island, Tampa, FL, 10/5-6,
Larry Moore, (813) 881-9017, mtminhisservice@
aol.com; USMC Postal 0160/0161, Las Vegas, 10/14-
17, Harold Wilson, (740) 385-6204, crafter@voyager.
net; USMC Tankers Assn, Oakland, CA, 8/28-9/1, Bob
McDaniels, (360) 466-3080, mgysgtbob@earthlink.net;
VMB-423 Sea Horse Marines, Pensacola, FL, 10/16-20,
Ned Wernick, (850) 455-8345, nedsue@msn.com;
VMB-613, Peoria, IL, 6/5-8, Charles Knapp, (505) 466-
6549, cfknapp@ix.netcom.com; VMF/VMA-211 Assn,
Grand Junction, CO, 10/15-19, Ray Foust Jr., (270) 395-
4901, rfoust@apex.net; VMTB-232 “Red Devil,”
Bloomington, IL, 9/24-26, William Ashley, (309) 828-
2108, aashley@ilstu.edu

NAVY
1st Spec Seabee, Kissimmee, FL, 10/10-13, H. Sherrard
Jr., (574) 223-3367; 101st Seabees, Memphis, TN,
5/15-19, Calvin Belt, (812) 422-1983; ACU/LCU/LSU/
LCT, Little Creek, VA, 7/14-17, Richard Bohner, (203)
729-4290, richardhelonurse@aol.com; AE Sailors Assn,
Tucson, AZ, 10/16-20, Ralph Gaul, (717) 436-6814,
randlgaul@pa.net; Cub-Ten (All Divs), Marion, OH, 6/27-
29, Gale Rollison, (740) 389-3097; Guadalcanal
Invasion Task Force 62, Las Vegas, 8/6-9, Harris
Hammersmith Jr., (435) 673-8604, bundyjay@yahoo.
com; Landing Ship Vehicle Assn, Indianapolis, 9/10-12,
Orville Howard, (765) 654-5893; LCT Flotillas, New
Orleans, 6/6-8, Bud Farmer, (615) 865-0579,
bud.farmer@ww2lct.org; MCB 53 Assn, Valley Forge,
PA, 8/8-10, Ralph Storti, (215) 657-3202, mcb53aa@
erols.com; MCB 74, Biloxi, MS, 10/10-13, William
Christiansen, (920) 856-6842, pinhole@doorpi.net;
Naval Air Station (Lincoln, Nebraska), Lincoln, NE, 6/8,
Joseph Geist, (402) 466-8332, jg54526@navix.net;
Naval Air Station (Twin Cities), Minneapolis, 8/24, Jack
Iverson, (952) 322-1249, thetarjei@aol.com

Natl Sonar Assn, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/18-22, Henry
Love, (228) 467-8538, lovede441@aol.com; Navy
Classifiers, Camp Verde, AZ, 9/19-22, Jim Williams,
(928) 567-6107, thomas@usexchange.net; Navy
Convair Assn, St. Augustine, FL, 9/16-20, Gale Downs,
(904) 264-5843, gadcpa@mediaone.net; Navy
Divers/Harbor Clearance Unit One, Las Vegas, 6/16-20,
David Peterson, (410) 257-2331, speterson@olg.com;
Navy Mail Serv Vets, Branson, MO, 9/10-15, John
Smerdon, (415) 333-6865; NCB 64, Sulphur, LA, 9/19-
22, Wilton Thibodeaux, (337) 783-2205; NCB 93, Rapid
City, SD, 9/11-13, Ernie Wingen, (712) 336-5692; NCB
143, Mystic, CT, 9/16-20, Raymond Healy, (203) 639-
8638, healyr@aol.com; Patrol Craft Sailors Assn,
Reno, NV, 5/13-16, Kenneth Frakes, (513) 271-7429,

obie1119@aol.com; Patrol Sqdn 18, 861, Pensacola,
FL, 9/11-13, Ed Cuneo, (352) 344-0049, ecuneo@
tampabay.rr.com; River Assault Divs 91-92, San Diego,
6/27-30, Bob Vandruff, (785) 267-1526, bvdmrfa@
networksplus.net; River Assault Divs 111-112, San
Diego, 6/27-30, Chet Stanely, (864) 306-8400,
gunnerstan@aol.com; River Assault Divs 131-132, San
Diego, 6/27-30, Terri Bigelow, bigelowt@tir.com; River
Assault Divs 151, 152, 153, San Diego, 6/27-30,
Charles Ardinger, (563) 735-5924, georgie@rconnect.
com; River Div 554, St. Louis, 7/17-21, Normand
Doyon, (330) 898-2361, boatsdoyon@aol.com;
Seabees of Trinidad, Biloxi, MS, 9/24-26, Bill Stroup,
(228) 864-3270, stroup597@aol.com; Signalman
Class 11-A-45, Lewistown, MT, 6/13-16, Taylor Crouch,
(817) 924-1971, taylor927@aol.com; Torpedoman
Mates Assn, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/25-29, Ronald
Curtis, (573) 437-3899, gunner1@fidnet.com; USN
Armed Guard WWII, Las Vegas, 5/5-9, Chet Colella,
(636) 922-5200, clloyd@nc.rr.com

USN Cryptologic Vets, Chattanooga, TN, 9/11-15, Guy
Keenum, (865) 379-4367, aa1mw@aol.com; US
Submarine Vets, Duluth, MN, 9/17-21, Eugene Lennox,
(651) 735-5742; USS Abbot, DD 629, Bloomington, MN,
6/11-15, Bill Beavers, (630) 653-2540, billbdd629@
aol.com; USS Abnaki, ATF 96, Charleston, SC, 9/18-22,
Mike Holland, (904) 285-9345, bmcmusn@aol.com;
USS Agerholm, DD 826, Indianapolis, 10/3-6, Harold
Thompson, (770) 493-7388, tkr40ford@juno.com; USS
Alaska, CB 1, Albany, NY, 6/13-16, Charles St. George,
(716) 672-4432, stgeorge@netsync.net; USS Albany,
CA 123/CG 10, Sault Ste. Marie, MI, 7/24-28, Homer Ray,
(518) 864-5731, secretary@ussalbany.org; USS
Alderamin, AK 116, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/13-15, Dana
Boyle, (716) 773-8993; USS Alfred A. Cunningham, DD
752, Biloxi, MS, 9/16-19, Robert Wilson, (228) 396-
9032, rwrw15oaks@aol.com; USS Algol, AKA 54,
Louisville, KY, 9/18-21, Tony Soria, (509) 722-6005,
artbets@cs.com; USS Alstede, AF 48, Hampton, VA,
9/26-29, Dean Wall, (828) 724-4296, alstede@icu2.net

USS America, CV 66, Charleston, SC, 8/14-17, Albert
Allard, (757) 484-8361; USS American Legion, APA 17,
Galveston, TX, 9/5-8, Water Glas, (715) 277-3592; USS
Ancon, AGC 4, Washington, 6/27-30, John Tysor, (410)
254-4918, bjf1974@msn.com; USS Anthony, DD 515,
Branson, MO, 5/21-24, Bob Nelson, (870) 431-8518;
USS Ashland, LSD 1/48, Washington, 6/19-22, Paul
Adams Jr., (302) 834-1806, psadams@delanet.com;
USS Ashtabula, AO 51, Bloomington, IN, 6/20-23,
Darrell Hooten, (812) 825-7764, harayl@yahoo.com;
USS Aucilla, AO 56, St. Augustine, FL, 4/29-5/3,
Anthony Flynn, (386) 615-7775, tyga141@aol.com;
USS Banner, APA 60, Huntsville, AL, 9/4-6, W. Smith,
(256) 851-0164, vtinal@msn.com; USS Bataan, CVL
29, Branson, MO, 5/15-19, Clayton Wright, (330) 497-
7842, rlwesw@ktc.com; USS Beale, DD/DDE 471,
Daytona Beach, FL, 7/25-28, Henry Babin, (386) 775-
1959, hbabin@cfl.rr.com; USS Bellatrix, AKA 3, Boston,
10/3-6, John Sarette, (603) 622-8321; USS Belleau
Wood, CVL 24, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/18-21, Dick Fread,
(727) 848-5409

USS Benner, DD/DDR 807, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/25-
28, Gerald Smith, (719) 635-1085, jjsmith@pcisys.net;
USS Bergall, SS 320/SSN 66, Duluth, MN, 9/17-22,
Don Basham, (707) 799-7777, bashamd@ix.netcom.
com; USS Bexar, APA/LPA 237, Charleston, SC, 9/26-
28, Bob Weiss, (631) 399-1717, doctorhugo@surf-
best.com; USS Blandy, DD 943, San Antonio, 10/3-6,
Les Westerman, (850) 492-2264, westermn@infi.net;
USS Bonhomme Richard, LHD 6/CV/CVA 31,
Charleston, SC, 8/9-10, Ron Edlund, (231) 773-0441;
USS Boxer, CV/CVA/CVS 21/LPH 4, Norfolk, VA, 9/25-
28, Lane Wletschak, (414) 353-1444, lanegayle@
msn.com; USS Brinkley Bass, DD 887, Charleston, SC,
7/31-8/4, Bob Shetron, (626) 335-4034; USS Broome,
DD 210, Cromwell, CT, 9/21-23, Walter Zehrfuhs, (723)
350-0536, 4piperdestroyer@gci.net; USS Brush, DD
745, Baton Rouge, LA, 10/23-27, Quenton Miller, (662)
843-5572, ussbrush@cableone.net; USS Bunch, DE
694/APD 79, Charleston, SC, 9/8-11, David Hibbs Sr.,
(717) 637-7723, jbwdlh@netrax.net; USS Cacapon, AO
52, Branson, MO, 9/17-19, Harold Byrd, (909) 765-
0500, byrdhouse140@juno.com; USS Cadmus, AR 14,
San Antonio, 5/16-19, Robert Baschmann, (716) 655-
5415, hapeepapee@aol.com; USS Cadmus Assn, AR

14, Groton, CT, 4/25-28, Joseph Ruggieo, (518) 686-
4678; USS Callaway, APA 35, Charleston, SC, 10/7-11,
Wallace Shipp, (202) 363-3663; USS Canopus, AS 34
AS 9, Biloxi, MS, 9/5-8, Ron Slank, (228) 863-5721,
bunron0758@aol.com; USS Carter Hall, LSD 3, San
Diego, 9/19-21, Roy Cogdill, (259) 248-0928,
daddyrabbit685@cs.com; USS Catamount, LSD 17,
Peoria, IL, 9/16-20, Don Steinbach, (414) 453-8930,
pepi@execpc.com; USS Cavalla, SS/SSK/AGSS
244/SSN 684, Galveston, TX, 4/16-17, Z. Zellmer, (321)
777-2966, cavallareunion02@worldnet.att.net; USS
Charrette, DD 581, San Diego, 10/23-26, Chester Perry,
(858) 546-8879; USS Chemung, AO 30, Kansas City,
KS, 9/18-22, Joe Sharp, (785) 841-1018, taxgirlmary@
hotmail.com; USS Chester, CA 27, Charleston, SC, 9/12,
Thomas Kopping, (800) 334-2723, gobranson@
aol.com; USS Chicago, CA 14/29/136, Oklahoma City,
5/8-12, Stuart Stewart, (206) 824-4814, backstay@
halcyon.com; USS Chickasaw, ATF 83, Pensacola, FL,
10/7-12, Frank Looney, (850) 438-6245, franklooney@
msn.com

USS Chikaskia 1943-1969, AO 54, Gunthersville, AL,
4/25-28, Jack H. Gingrich, (717) 272-6710; USS
Cockrill, DE 398, Albany, NY, 10/11-13, Donald Barber,
(607) 849-3975, donbarb@worldnet.att.net; USS
Coffman, DE 191, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/13-17, John
Naylor, (405) 789-4507, jsnaylor93@aol.com; USS
Colleton, APB 36, San Diego, 6/27-30, Albert Moore,
(828) 464-7228, mrfa@abts.net; USS Collingsworth,
APA 146, Arlington, VA, 9/18-22, Mark Schaitel, (608)
269-7266; USS Concord, CL 10, Albuquerque, NM,
9/17-22, Bud Law, (405) 794-8129, mrbudjen@
aol.com; USS Consolation, AH 15, Minneapolis, 9/19-
22, Bob Pechinpaugh, (602) 546-3287; USS
Coolbaugh, DE 217, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/13-17, Milton
Kochert, (330) 533-5753, captmilt53@aol.com; USS
Corson, AVP 37, San Antonio, 10/1-3, Robert Poole,
(540) 343-4906, rpdeeseman@aol.com; USS
Courtney, DE 1021, Charleston, SC, September, John
Fry, (480) 839-3986, frycpa@primenet.com; USS
Cowell, DD 547, Las Vegas, 9/29-10/2, L. Salley, (864)
268-3365, lsalley2@bellsouth.net

USS Craven, DD 382, Salt Lake City, 9/25-28, Joe
Poitevin, (801) 479-5377, joedodie@webtv.net; USS
Cronin, DE/DEC 704, Mobile, AL, 4/11-14, Richard
Damme, (740) 685-8555, rwdam@juno.com; USS
Cummings, DD 365, Chicago, 7/3-7, Lawson New,
(407) 830-5679; USS Currituck, AV 7, Colorado
Springs, CO, 9/25-29, Ronald Curtis, (573) 437-3899,
gunner1@fidnet.com; USS Curtiss, AV 4, Ft. Mitchell,
KY, 9/4-7, John Ekstadt, (952) 891-5954, jcekstadt@
webtv.net; USS Cusk, SSG 348, Deadwood, SD, 9/16-
22, Delmer Weteing, (605) 368-2432, dswetering@
aol.com; USS Daly, DD 519, Minneapolis, 9/18-22,
Luverne Larsen, (715) 349-5770, mrlarsen@sirentel.
net; USS Dayton, CL 105, Baltimore, 9/16-22, Jim
Rupert, (410) 515-0851, kdreisbach@aol.com; USS
Dekalb County, LST 715, Mobile, AL, 5/6-9, R. Caves,
(601) 856-8672, lst715@aol.com; USS Des Moines,
CA 134, Mercer, PA, 8/2-4, James Aker, (513) 481-
1873, jeaker@fuse.net; USS Dortch, DD 670, Branson,
MO, 10/3-6, Edwin Olson, (715) 259-7195, eolson@
win.bright.net

USS Douglas H. Fox, DD 779, Baton Rouge, LA, 10/10-
13, William Sims, (919) 383-4419, wks@ias.ga.unc.
edu; USS Doyle, DD 494/DMS 34, Mobile, AL, 5/1-5,
Theodore Hoch Jr., (576) 596-2426, emcsusnret@
aol.com; USS Duncan, DD 485, Gettysburg, PA, 9/23-
26, George Morley, (503) 393-1803, gomorley@
oal.com; USS Eager, AM 224, Salem, MA, 9/17-20,
Joseph Souza, (941) 627-3916, jerethound@webtv.net;
USS Earl V. Johnson, DE 702, Albany, NY, 9/25-29,
Kenneth Channell, (508) 760-3987, docchannell@
mediaone.net; USS Effingham, APA 165, San Francisco,
5/2-5, Wayne Peterson, (612) 822-1437; USS
Elokomin, AO 55, St. Augustine, FL, October, Robert
O’Sullivan Jr., (617) 288-3755, theeloman@aol.com;
USS Emmons, DD 457/DMS 22, Jacksonville, FL, 10/2-
6, Ed Hoffman, (336) 764-4933, shirleyandelhjr@
webtv.net; USS Estes, AGC 12, Arlington, VA, 9/25-28,
Noah Joyner, (252) 536-4283, njoyner@telpage.net;
USS Everglades, AD 24, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/25-
29, Ronald Curtis, (573) 437-3899, gunner1@
fidnet.com; USS Farragut, DLG 6, Evansville, IN, 6/6-8,
Gary Jennings, (352) 753-8090, gej1945@
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thevillages.net; USS Fechteler, DD/DDR 870, Mobile,
AL, 6/9-13, Darrell Penberthy, (573) 496-3686,
dippen@aol.com; USS Fletcher, DD/DDE 445/992,
San Antonio, 9/25-29, Bob McCurley, (830) 608-1478,
mccurley@sat.net; USS Floyd B. Parks, DD 884, Baton
Rouge, LA, 9/16-23, James Robbins, (530) 283-2165;
USS Formoe, DE 509, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/13-17,
Charlie Leonard, (618) 664-1136, wcleonard@juno.
com; USS Forrest B. Royal, DD 872, Jacksonville, FL,
6/27-30, Ron Larsen, (715) 423-8905; USS Forrest
Sherman, DD 931, Ocean City, MD, 4/21-24, Kurt
Wagemann, wagemann2@home.com; USS Forrestal,
CVA/CV/AVT 59, Phoenix, 9/24-29, Hugh McCabe,
(757) 340-1105, hmccabe@excelonline.com; USS Fort
Mandan, LSD 21, Branson, MO, 4/24-25, Patrick Riley,
(716) 592-9823, priley71@aol.com; USS Francis M.
Robinson, DE 220, Cruise, 10/7-11, Robert Wilson,
(757) 420-7611, bigbadbob@mindspring.com; USS
Fred T. Berry, DD/DDE 858, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/12-15,
John Titsworth, (203) 531-6618

USS Frybarger, DE/DEC 705, Albany, NY, 9/18-22, Alex
Boyd, (804) 233-0581; USS Furse, DD/DDR 882,
Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/16-20, Maurice Tuttle, (631) 749-
0274, ussfurse@aol.com; USS Galveston, CLG 3,
Jacksonville, FL, 9/25-29, Tom Campbell Jr., (866) 398-
2655, tjsoupy@flash.net; USS Gearing, DD 710,
Cleveland, 6/2-5, Robert Witkowski, (718) 824-3733,
rjwemail@aol.com; USS Goldsborough, DDG 20,
Virginia Beach, VA, 9/8-13, Charles Artis, (813) 855-
3349, cartis6416@cs.com; USS Great Sitkin, AE 17,
Omaha, NE, 9/5-8, Doug Hauser, (334) 277-2151,
hauserae17@aol.com; USS Griswold, DE 7, Springfield,
MO, 9/18-21, Bruno Mancinelli, (724) 258-5379; USS
Guam, LPH 9, San Diego, 8/3-7, Gary Snyder, (717)
687-8520, docsnyder1@juno.com; USS Guest, DD
472, Daytona Beach, FL, 9/27-30, Anton Krecek, (386)
428-9332; USS Guide, MSO 447, Ft. Mitchell, KY, 8/29-
31, Albert Moore, (828) 464-7228, mrfa@abts.net; USS
Gypsy, ARSD 1, Panama City, FL, 10/3-6, Bob McArdle,
(563) 872-5436, hullbd1@iowatelecom.net

USS Halsey Powell, DD 686, Buffalo, NY, 5/30-6/2,
Casey Kraft, (805) 966-2184; USS Hamlin, AV 15,
Pittsburgh, 8/29-31, Lawrence Godwin, (724) 652-
4880; USS Hansford, APA 106, Branson, MO, 9/27-30,
Billy Barnett, (360) 377-4107, billy77barnett@donobi.
net; USS Hanson, DD/DDR 832, Branson, MO, 9/12-15,
Wally Roe, (402) 759-3457, royrr@webtv.net; USS
Harwood, DD/DDE 861, Jacksonville Beach, FL, 5/8-
12, Anthony Jandron, (401) 884-2417,
tony636@juno.com; USS Haven, AH 12, Colorado
Springs, CO, 9/18-22, Clyde Landis, (580) 762-5289,
korene@poncacitynews.com; USS Healy, DD 672,
Rochester, NY, 9/12-15, Robert Andrews, (920) 733-
4596, healydd672@aol.com; USS Hector, AR 7,
Branson, MO, 10/2-6, Bob Lea, (414) 858-3801,
lea@mo-net.com; USS Helm, DD 388, Atlantic City, NJ,
9/22-26, Thomas Reilly, (732) 382-0481; USS Henrico,
APA 45, Branson, MO, 9/23-26, Don Orrell, (816) 353-
4357, dnorger@gateway.net; USS Herbert J. Thomas,
DD 833, Mobile, AL, 6/9-13, John Wenderoth, (703)
256-5426, wende@aol.com

USS Heywood, APA 6, Ft. Worth, TX, 9/19-22, George
Copas, (513) 474-9324, cacopos1@fuse.net; USS
Hobson, DD 464/DMS 26, Charleston, SC, 4/26-28,
Walter Byers, (616) 375-8560, barbarahall@chatermi.
net; USS Hollis, APD 86, Myrtle Beach, SC, 11/15-17,
Ray Stark, (252) 637-3698, rstark@coastalnet.com;
USS Hollister, DD 788, Indianapolis, 9/18-22, George
Swichr, (812) 392-2264, gswisher@seidata.com; USS
Hoquiam, PF 5, Albany, IA, August, Richard Van Hook,
(716) 225-1730, r72van@aol.com; USS Hugh Purvis,
DD 709, Portland, ME, 9/19-22, Dennis Dow, (727)
771-7248, ddow01@aol.com; USS Hunt, DD 674,
Alexandria, VA, 8/28-9/2, Russ Linsley, (845) 462-
6320, russpenny@juno.com; USS Implicit, AM 246,
Branson, MO, 5/1-5, W. Book, (419) 965-2747; USS
Iowa, BB 61, San Francisco, 6/5-8, Bill Wysk, (604)
531-4587; USS Jaccard, DE 355, Reno, NV, 9/22-25,
James Saladin, (775) 849-2709,
saladin1921@aol.com; USS Jacob Jones, DE 130,
Albany, NY, 5/9-12, Arthur Filete, (516) 541-1846; USS
John Land, AP 167, Hubbard, NE, 9/11-14, Joe
McKivergan, (402) 632-4620; USS John R. Craig, DD
885, Ft. Worth, TX, 9/26-29, James Barrett, (609) 698-
2109, jimbardd885@aol.com; USS John S. McCain,

DL 3/DDG 36, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/26-29, John
Force, (630) 963-7180, jcforce@aol.com; USS
Johnston, DD 821, Nashville, TN, 4/25-29, James
Martin, (262) 495-4657; USS Joseph Strauss, DDG
16, San Diego, 9/19-22, Bart Bartholomew, (716) 985-
4273, obarth289@madbbs.com; USS Jouett, DLG/CG
29, Newport, RI, 10/14-17, Edward Springer, (208)
777-1260, espring9743@aol.com; USS Kankakee, AO
39, Portland, ME, 9/5-9, Roy Stewart, (228) 864-3010,
usaa039@aol.com; USS Kephart, DE 207/APD 61,
Virginia Beach, VA, 10/10-13, Bill Griggs, (973) 887-
2896, bgchops@earthlink.net; USS Kermit Roosevelt,
ARG 16, Spokane, WA, 7/24-28, Robert Simpson,
(952) 881-2436, rms9@qwest.net; USS Kidd Assn,
Bloomington, MN, 6/11-15, Bill Beavers, (630) 653-
2540, billbdd629@aol.com; USS Lamar, APA 47, St.
Louis, 9/12-15, Woody Jones, (919) 787-5366,
rerewoody@webtv.net; USS Lang, DD 399, Houston,
4/5-8, Al Weber, (281) 493-1219; USS Latimer, APA
152, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/10-13, William Bruce, (757)
467-5704, webruce1@aol.com

USS LCS 92, Las Vegas, 6/23-26, Don Foster, (970)
527-3696, dfoster2@tds.net; USS Lejeune, AP 74,
Rochester, NY, 5/15-18, Richard Martin, (716) 265-
0714; USS Lexington (OE Div) 1966-1973,
CV/CVS/AVT 16, Corpus Christi, TX, 5/10-12, Michael
Daughtry, (541) 317-0805, lex_oe@uci.net; USS
Lindenwald, LSD 6, Nashville, TN, 9/26-29, Richard De
Lottinville, (410) 592-8234, captde@netzero.net; USS
Livermore, DD 429, Daytona Beach, FL, 4/27-29,
Richard Franchino, (954) 781-2903; USS LST 339, Las
Vegas, 4/29-5/2, Bob Thorpe, (707) 576-1447; USS
LST 498, Marietta, OH, 5/2-4, Vincent Scragg, (304)
375-7716, amyshere60@hotmail.com; USS LST 625,
Rochester, NY, 5/20-25, Richard Francati, (716) 224-
8615, rfrancati@mindspring.com; USS LST Assn,
Myrtle Beach, SC, 5/2-4, Calhoun Benton, (843) 449-
7914, ccbenton@att.net; USS Lunga Point, CVE 94,
New Orleans, 8/19-23, Warren Hoffpauir, (337) 783-
1332, mapleland@aol.com; USS Maddox, DD 168/DD
662/DD 731, Savannah, GA, 8/22-26, Cliff Gillespie,
(714) 960-5283, cwgilles45@aol.com

USS Madison, DD 425, Cape May, NJ, 9/15-19, George
Vickers, (334) 874-8188; USS Manila Bay (Air Crews),
CVE 61, Branson, MO, 10/3-6, Elwood McClintic, (757)
497-2792; USS Mars (R Div), AFS 1, Branson, MO,
6/17-20, Bill Stansberry, (417) 649-6140, sssl@peo-
plepc.com; USS Mauna Loa, AE 8, Gettysburg, PA, 6/6-
9, John Carter, (315) 342-9808, jc1@sonicnet.net;
USS Maury, AGS 16, Buffalo, NY, 6/20-24, James
White, (480) 969-3086, jamesandjeanne@mymailsta-
tion.com; USS McLanahan, DD 615, Catskill, NY, 9/13-
15, Murray Gottlieb, (718) 984-8969,
mishagaus@aol.com; USS Meeker County, LST 980,
Virginia Beach, VA, 9/16-19, Thomas Langevin, (863)
859-5046, lst9980@webtv.net; USS Mender, ARSD 2,
Panama City, FL, 10/3-6, Bob McArdle, (563) 872-
5436, hullbd1@iowatelecom.net; USS Menges, DE
320, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/13-17, Robert Babcoco,
(307) 235-6248, rbabc25708@aol.com; USS Mercer,
APB 39, San Diego, 6/27-30, Albert Moore, (828) 464-
7228, mrfa@charter.net; USS Mitscher, DL 2/DDG 35,
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/26-29, Albert Webb, (253)
896-3672, webbalcarol@aol.com

USS Moale Assn, DD 693, Charleston, SC, 6/27-29,
Don Boyle, (252) 756-1855, ussmoale@usa.net; USS
Mobile, CL 63, San Antonio, 9/11-15, Frank Edenfield,
(478) 982-2117; USS Monitor, LSV 5, Indianapolis,
9/10-12, George Hasten, (217) 826-2784; USS
Monrovia, APA 31, Oklahoma City, 10/2-6, Dick
Cushing, (352) 384-1460, bdcush@atlantic.net; USS
Montauk, LSV 6, Indianapolis, 9/10-12, George Hasten,
(217) 826-2784; USS Morris, DD 417, Myrtle Beach,
FL, 10/3-6, Frank Nissen, (570) 689-0841, rmcfn@
webtv.net; USS Mount McKinley, AGC/LCC 7,
Washington, 9/11-15, Dwight Janzen, (509) 534-3649,
d.janzen@gte.net; USS Murphy, DD 603, Evansville,
PA, 9/18-21, Don Cobb, (812) 476-7155, dr7777@
email.msn.com; USS Naos, AK 105, Chattanooga, TN,
10/9-11, Bill Knott, (706) 891-6925, emkka@aol.com;
USS Nashville, CL 43, Albuquerque, NM, 5/2-5, D. Hill,
(505) 299-4123; USS Nelson, DD 623, Valley Forge,
PA, 5/2-4, Joseph Bobby, (717) 622-9867,
ljtp@ruralcomm.com; USS New Mexico, BB 40,
Mobile, AL, 9/26-29, Vernon Dasher, (636) 949-9413;

USS Nimitz, CVN 68, Las Vegas, 7/7-11, Waldo
Brunner, (619) 466-2132, waldoj@home.com; USS
Nitro, AE 2/AE 23, San Diego, 6/20-23, Robert Eberlein,
(219) 277-3128, ebb23@aol.com; USS Noa,
DD841/343/APD 24, San Antonio, 4/3-7, Wilma
Rascoe, (386) 228-3366; USS Norfolk, DL 1, Colorado
Springs, CO, 9/26-29, Ed Lehlik, (701) 298-0659,
bigedjh@aol.com; USS Northampton, CA 26/CLC 1,
San Antonio, 10/24-28, John Foster, (631) 696-7191,
palima2@aol.com; USS Nueces, APB 40, San Diego,
6/27-30, Albert Moore, (828) 464-7228, mrfa@abts.
net; USS O’Brien, DD 725, Reno, NV, 9/18-22, Avon
Blevins, (703) 323-1062; USS Oglethorpe, AKA 100,
San Antonio, 10/10-13, Ron Williamson, (908) 475-
4435, misty1@epix.net; USS Oriskany, CV/CVA 34,
Tunica, MS, 9/29-10/4, Lee Puglia, (603) 626-4823,
v3lee@juno.com; USS Osage, LSV 3, Indianapolis,
9/10-12, George Hasten, (217) 826-2784; USS
Panamint, AGC 13, St. Louis, 9/18-22, Jerry Schneider,
(314) 831-8643, twinjerry@att.net

USS Paul Hamilton, DD 590, Louisville, KY, 9/29-10/6,
Bob Surratt, (731) 934-0295; USS Pelias, AS 14, Salt
Lake City, 6/14-16, Ray Lorenz, (406) 961-4481,
lorenzspur@msn.com; USS Pennsylvania, BB 38,
Memphis, TN, 4/18-21, Jess Dennis, (901) 357-0263;
USS Peter H. Burnett, IX 104, Branson, MO, 9/12-15,
Delton Miller, (989) 687-6221, deltonm@webtv.net;
USS Pickaway, APA 222, Indianapolis, 10/8-10, Gene
Givan, (317) 357-503, genegivan@aol.com; USS Pine
Island Assn, AV 12, Sacramento, CA, 10/3-5, Bob
Buscher, (785) 582-4460; USS Pocono, AGC/LCC 16,
Virginia Beach, VA, 10/2-6, Chris Young, (706) 598-
0909, cyound@usspocono.org; USS Point Cruz, CVE
119, Tuscon, AZ, 10/8-12, Thomas Hart, (352) 753-
2318, thdh805@home.com; USS Pollux, AKS 2/AKS
4, Buffalo, NY, 9/25-29, Glen Broxson, (850) 994-0416,
glenbroxson@aol.com; USS Ponchatoula, AO 148, Las
Vegas, 6/9-13, Paul Hammond, (707) 553-8789,
pfha@pacbell.net; USS Porter, DD 800/DD 356, Myrtle
Beach, SC, 10/23-27, Joseph Mongelluzzo, (610) 461-
1944, jmongel415@home.com

USS Power, DD 839, Annapolis, MD, 8/18-21, John
Pinto, (352) 527-2352, loosecannon839@
digitalusa.net; USS Prichett, DD 561, Rapid City, SD,
9/17-22, Harry Galbraith, (608) 222-3760, harigali@
juno.com; USS Quincy, CA 71, Pensacola, FL, 9/19-22,
Al Levesque, (401) 728-3063, fdking@ptd.net; USS
Randolph, CV/CVA/CVS 15, Venice, FL, 9/22-29, Sal
Rizza, (321) 454-2344, sjrizcv15@aol.com; USS
Ranger, CV/CVA 61, Chicago, 7/24-28, Terry DeLance,
(708) 426-1963, pinatas200@yahoo.com; USS
Rapidan, AO 18, Louisville, KY, 6/13-16, John
Fulkerson, (502) 367-6670; USS Rich, DE 695, Myrtle
Beach, SC, 6/5-8, Ed Black, (910) 439-6194; USS
Richard E. Kraus, DD 849, Fall River, MA, 5/5-9, Bob
Simon, (856) 933-9483, simon-dd849@erols.com;
USS Robert H. McCard, DD 822, Branson, MO, 9/11-
15, Wendell McElwee, (513) 528-2067, wjmac2@
juno.com; USS Rowan, DD 405/DD 782, Norfolk, VA,
10/16-20, Leo Moore, (973) 875-4582,
ljmdd782@warwick.net

USS Saidor, CVE 117, Mobile, AL, 9/22-25, Robert
Fox, (217) 446-1122, foxpnt@aol.com; USS Saint
Paul, CA 73, Portland, OR, 8/27-31, George M. Takis
Jr., (770) 393-3185; USS Salt Lake City, CA 25/SSN
716, Branson, MO, September, Myron Varland, (760)
777-1850; USS Salvager, ARSD 3, Panama City, FL,
10/3-6, Bob McArdle, (563) 872-5436, hullbd1@
iowatelecom.net; USS Samuel N. Moore, DD 747,
Pensacola, FL, 10/23-27, Don Rank, (952) 975-0374,
dd747moore@juno.com; USS San Jose, AFS 7, St.
Louis, 10/3-6, Ersul Sowers, (336) 627-4620,
esowers@traid.rr.com; USS San Pablo, AVP AGS 30,
San Diego, 5/2-5, Stuart Norris, (716) 223-2713,
stuenormus@email.msn.com; USS Saratoga (V3 Div)
1963-1966, CVA 60, New Orleans, 6/6-9, Jimmy
Anselmo, (504) 888-3849, phi2885@aol.com; USS
Saugus, LSV 4, Indianapolis, 9/10-12, George Hasten,
(217) 826-2784; USS Schofield, DEF/FFG 3, St. Louis,
5/30-6/2, Richard Cohagan, (713) 692-6649,
rick_cohagan@juno.com; USS Shadwell, LSD 15, San
Francisco, 5/1-5, Lowell Ellingson, (509) 627-3870,
shadlupe@aol.com; USS Shangri La, CV/CVA/CVS 38,
San Diego, 6/26-30, Harold Duncan, (909) 949-4322,
duncanhg@juno.com; USS Shelikof, AVP 52, Boston,
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9/6-10, Frank Prekop, (978) 458-2797; USS Shelton,
DD 790/DE 407, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/19-21, Richard
Petrowich, (618) 475-3248, rbpetro@icss.net; USS
Shubrick, DD 639, Gettysburg, PA, 9/23-26, George
Morley, (503) 393-1803, gomorley@oal.com; USS
Silverstein, DE 534, Portland, ME, 9/18-21, Anthony
Dunn, (619) 583-9188, atdunn@home.com; USS
Simpson, DD 221, Cromwell, CT, 9/21-23, Walter
Zehrfuhs, (723) 350-0536, 4piperdestroyer@gci.net;
USS Skate, SSN 578, Nashville, TN, 9/12-14, Joe
Haley, (615) 264-2616, joaley@aol.com; USS South
Dakota, BB 57, Washington, 4/11-14, Howard
Bartholf, (804) 364-2603, howard.bartholf@
carotek.com; USS Southerland, DD/DDR 743,
Charleston, SC, 9/26-29, Rick Anderson, (614) 430-
8301, r.l.anderson@worldnet.att.net; USS Sphinx,
ARL 24, Branson, MO, 9/9-12, Ray Lewis, (806)
266-5035; USS Spiegel Grove, LSD 32, Branson,
MO, 10/17-20, Chuck Siedschlag, (920) 731-3330,
chuckschlag@webtv.net

USS Springfield, CLG 7/CL 66/SSN 761, Nashville,
TN, 8/14-18, John Adams, (603) 598-2806,
johnmrwillie@aol.com; USS St. Lo, CVE 63/VC 65,
St. Louis, 10/22-26, E. Crawforth, (775) 747-0884,
sierra8172@aol.com; USS Starr, AKA 67, Oklahoma
City, 5/16-19, William Karns, (405) 377-4097,
wtkarns@ionet.net; USS Steinaker, DD 863, Niagara
Falls, NY, 5/2-5, Bill Combs, (757) 416-1984,
combs27@home.com; USS Stockham, DD 683,
Harrisburg, PA, 9/23-26, Don Nace, (717) 764-1081;
USS Stonewall Jackson, SSBN 634, Duluth, MN,
9/18-21, Pete Peterman, (828) 885-7975, fionacat@
citcom.net; USS Storm King, Henderson, KY, 6/20-
23, George Nasbitt, (270) 827-3491; USS Takelma,
ATF 113, Bellingham, WA, 6/6-9, Jim Mackin, (360)
354-4781; USS Telfair, APA 210, Orlando, FL, 10/4-
7, John Tonyes, (863) 859-0878, flfox1@juno.com;
USS Thetis Bay, CVE 90/CVHA 1/LPH 6, Omaha, NE,
9/11-15, Dennis Moss, (320) 676-8940, dmoss@
ecenet.com

USS Threadfin, SS 410, Las Vegas, 10/31, Robert
Wrigley, (727) 391-3517, rrewbob@aol.com; USS
Tortuga, LSD 26/LSD 46, Charleston, SC, 9/18-22,
Joe Lee, (360) 387-3118, jdl1807@camano.net; USS
Trathen, DD 530, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/12-14, Ron
Keeler, (540) 459-7272, dd530ron@shentel.net; USS
Tucson, CL 98/SSN 770, Tucson, AZ, 4/24-28, Paul
Morin, (408) 258-1470, pmorin3289@aol.com; USS
Tunny, SSN 682, San Diego, 7/18-22, Dave Fox, (805)
479-1975, qm2fox@yahoo.com; USS Turner,
DD/DDR 834/DD 648, San Diego, 9/11-15, Richard
Shanaberger, (717) 764-3834, dickshan@att.net; USS
Twiggs, DD 591, Louisville, KY, 9/29-10/6, Bob
Surratt, (731) 934-0295; USS Umpqua, ATA 209,
Charleston, SC, 4/21-24, Jerry Bitzel, (410) 343-0599,
gbitzusn@aol.com; USS U.S. Grant, SSBN 631, New
London, CT, 9/13-15, Michael Arterburn, (800) 350-
5445, submanssbn631@aol.com; USS Valley Forge,
CV 45/LPH 8, Las Vegas, 10/2-6, Gordon Wilcher,
(760) 446-2060

USS Vesole, DD/DDR 878, San Diego, 10/2-6,
Raymond Gorenflo, (845) 896-2074, chiefny@
earthlink.net; USS Vincennes Assn, CA 44/CL 64/CG
49, Vincennes, IN, 8/6-9, Bob Nelson, (630) 377-
8875; USS Vincennes Crew, CL 64, Woodcliff Lake,
NJ, 9/13-16, Guy Jacobs, (410) 665-8710,
guycl64@aol.com; USS Waccamaw, AO 109,
Elkhart, IN, 7/26-28, Charles Huffer, (219) 533-2278,
chashuffer@hotmail.com; USS Wadleigh, DD 689,
Buffalo, NY, 9/17-22, Joseph Murphy, (805) 967-
5369, jmwmurphy@aol.com; USS Wainwright,
DLG/CG 28/DD 62/DD 419, Milwaukee, 7/11-14,
Donald Raby, efraby@att.net; USS Washington, BB
56, TBA, John Brown, (614) 237-6775, usswash@
flash.net; USS Westchester County, LST 1167,
Federal Way, WA, 7/25-28, Al Wittich, (253) 922-
9357, cawittich@juno.com; USS Wilkes-Barre, CL
103, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/27-30, Paul Rogan, (570)
443-8052, jprogan@intergrafix.net; USS Wilkinson,
DL 5, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/26-29, John Manely,
rnjmanley@aol.com; USS William Seiverling, DE
441, San Antonio, 10/2-6, Henry Love, (228) 467-
8538, lovede441@aol.com; USS Willis, DE 395,
Baltimore, 10/3-7, Donald Barber, (607) 849-3975,

donbarb@worldnet.att.net; USS Willis A. Lee, DL 4,
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/26-29, Gary Dunn, (309)
762-8984, dabuckwheat@juno.com; USS Windham
Bay, CVE 92, Nashville, TN, 9/4-7, Ken Peters, (270)
725-8558, mmkbp@hotmail.com; USS Windlass,
ARSD 4, Panama City, FL, 10/3-6, Bob McArdle,
(563) 872-5436, hullbd1@iowatelecom.net; USS
Wisconsin, BB 64, Norfolk, VA, 9/4-8, Dom Menta,
(570) 620-1446, dombb64@ptd.net; USS Witek,
EDD 848, Philadelphia, 9/25-29, John Noonan, (570)
427-4652, countryy@ptd.net; USS Worcester, CL
144, Daytona Beach, FL, 10/4-6, Phil Harter, (845)
255-2603, philharter@aol.com; USS Wright, CVL
49, Charleston, SC, 9/22-26, Edwin Harvey, (229)
872-3940, edgin@caironet.com; USS Yancey, AKA
93, Charleston, SC, 11/7-10, George Clifton, (708)
425-8531, clifs@amertech.net; USS Yarnall, DD
541, Branson, MO, 5/14-17, Roger McCracken,
(818) 894-4982, rdmccracken@bigfoot.com; USS
Yorktown, CV 10, Las Vegas, 5/27-30, Wayne
Teitgen, (904) 246-6943

USS Zeal, AM 131, Virginia Beach, VA, 4/25-28,
Frederick Rufe, (908) 859-0606, fredr1@fast.net;
VB/VPB-108, St. Louis, 9/26-28, Donald Pollard,
(314) 962-2777, louispollard@aol.com; VC-33 Sqdn
Assn, Sioux Falls, SD, 9/12-15, Elvin Beyers, (507)
347-3257, nannyb@prairie.lakes.com; VC-35,
Albuquerque, NM, 9/18-21, William Martin, (505)
864-7953, houdiniesc@aol.com; VP-5, Jacksonville,
FL, 5/17-18, Nick Mulich, (904) 778-1110,
nicknjax@bellsouth.net; VP-40/PBM/P5M, San
Diego, 10/8-12, Robert Foss, (515) 222-0112,
robfoss@aol.com; VPB-18, Cocoa Beach, FL, 9/30-
10/5, Walter Barlow Jr., (352) 589-7767; VPB-117,
New Orleans, 6/20-24, William Swink, (228) 255-
3738; VR-22, Richmond, VA, 9/11-14, Gene
Shonkwiler, (863) 665-8463, cshonkwile@aol.com;
Waipio Amph Operating Base Pearl Harbor (Ship’s
Company), Syracuse, NY, 7/1-4, Harry Ehle, (315)
387-3086, hehlejr@hotmail.com

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires
who have been awarded Life Memberships by their
posts. Life Membership notices must be submitted on
official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to Life Memberships, The
American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis,
IN 46206.

Post 328, CA: Michael J. Holt, Gee Gee Lammie-
Stainbrook, L.J. Tuchowski

Post 825, IL: Edward M. Bercek
Post 45, MA: Attilio Amirio, Walter B. Ardini, Samuel

A. Barnes, William L. Binford, Gerald J. Boisvert,
Walter F. Bowen, John K. Bradley, James E. Bryan,
Anthony J. Carbone, John J. Carew Jr., Robert
Carleton, William N. Carleton, Alfonse A. Cerullo,
Bradfield J. Collins, Thomas G. Connelly Jr.,
Thomas E. Convery, John J. Crowley, Leo P.
DeFilippo, Robert W. Dondero, Francis Driscoll,
John D. Drummey, Thomas F. Fergus Jr., John F.
Friel, Raymond H. Gagnon, Nicholas E. Gavrelis,
Steve J. Gogolos, Lawrence J. Guiney, James B.
Hartnett, James F. Howard, John J. Howard, Ralph
A. Iannessa, Thomas Kilbride, Anthony L. Klempa,
Robert G. Lenox, James J. Logan Jr., William F.
Malloy, James F. McCleary, Leo W. McCarron,
Frederick T. McDermott, John J. McGlynn, Charles F.
Mistretta, Roger L. Morse, Paul J. Mullis, John L.
Myers, Alfred F. Newton, Paul E. Nolan, Joseph P.
Noyes, Thomas J. O’Brien, William H. Reegan,
Francis P. Reilly, Frederick J. Roberts, Gabriel N.
Sena, Donald J. Smith, Harold V. Smith, Zauven
Surabian, Robert V. Thomann, Virginia H. Weeks

Post 37, ME: Gerald Adams, Arthur B. Anderson,
Cecil Polky, Charles Prescott, Raymond O.
Robinson, Roy Swanholm, William Wallace, Clifton
Weaver

Post 327, MN: John D. Ahlgren, Fred E. Berger,
Donald E. Bischoff, Paul Dubovich, Sam Dubovich,
Steve Dubovich, Bruce H. Greniger, Robert H.
Hageman, John F. Hughes, George Kolar, Leo L.
Kusi, Raymond A. Rychart, Carl E. Sundquist

Post 596, MO: Lewis E. King Sr., John Woodman

Post 1367, NY: Peter Crocco, David McGrath, Walter
McGrath, Walter Sussuma

Post 15, OR: Charles E. Taylor
Post 79, PA: Alfred C. Cryer, Richard G. Knoster Sr.
Post 131, PA: Kenneth S. Merritts, Emery W. Smith,

George K. Weaver
Post 266, PA: John F. Simon Jr.
Post 56, PR: Ruben Roman-Munoz
Post 220, SD: Lester D. Andersen
Post 187, WI: Eugene Blood, Aaron Castle, Norman

Marshall, Robert Spieckerman

Anyone who served with the 375th QM Truck Co on
Tinian Island between 1944 and 1946, contact
Jess Lydic, P.O. Box 290, Avon, IL 61415 or call
(309) 465-3694.

Anyone who served with I Co, 18th Inf, 1st Div
between D-Day and the Mortain, France,
counterattack in August 1944, contact Herbert
Ducey, 916 Shoreline Road, Barrington, IL 60010
or call (847) 842-0600.

Anyone who served at Camp Wallace, Texas, in
March 1942 or with the 91st Inf Div in North
Africa, Sicily, Sardinia and Italy between 1942 and
1945, contact Michael Bauman, 10408 Yukon St.
N.W., Coon Rapids, MN 55433 or e-mail
mnbaum@aol.com.

Anyone who served with the 2500th AF Hosp at
Mitchell Field, N.Y., between April 1954 and June
1955, contact Bradford “Pee Wee” Wills, 168
Williams Lane, Aiken, SC 29801 or call (803) 648-
8076.

Any Marines who served with Parris Island Plt 207
or with the Mar Det aboard the USS Princeton,
CVS 37, between 1956 and 1957, contact Billy
Smith, 2924 County Road 129, Wedowee, AL
36278 or e-mail bds@acsisp.com.

Anyone who served with the 100th Inf Div, F Co,
397th Rgt in France between 1944 and 1945,
contact Ralph C. Noll, 190 Nob Hill Lane, Ventura,
CA 93003, call (805) 642-2024 or e-mail
rcnoll@ix.netcom.com.

Anyone stationed at Waterloo or Blundlesands
outside Liverpool, England, between spring 1943
and spring 1944, contact Ron Ripley, 5620 34th
Ave., Apt. 6B, Moline, IL 61265 or call (309) 764-
7444.

Anyone who served with Navy amphibious SLCU 40
in 1945, contact Huston Kymes, 2122 Airport
Road, Hot Springs, AR 71913, call (501) 767-
3997 or e-mail toby22hjk@earthlink.net.

Anyone who served aboard the USS Houston, CA
30/CL 81, contact Kenneth Rogers, 3949 Little
John Drive, York, PA 17404, call (717) 792-9113
or e-mail donnakenr@cs.com.

Anyone who served with the 20th Armd Div MP Plt
in Europe in 1945, contact Fred Stueve, 4280
Salzer Road, Wamego, KS 66547, call (785) 456-
7939 or e-mail k0tcs@kansas.net.

Anyone who served with G Co, 254th Inf Rgt, 2nd
Inf Div in France and Germany during WWII,
contact Kenneth Miller, 10027 Calvin St.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 or call (412) 242-4701.

Anyone who served with the 73rd Cbt Eng HQ Co
between 1952 and 1953, contact Edward E. Jeske,
W9932 One Mile Road, Shawano, WI 54166 or
call (715) 526-3778.

Anyone who served with HQ Co-Outprocessing at
Ft. Knox, Ky., between 1950 and 1953, contact
Fulvio Ranalli, 35 Dallas Village, Dallas, PA 18612
or call (570) 675-2534.

Anyone who served with USMC Plt 250, 1st and 5th
Bns, at Parris Island between April and June 1951,
contact Alexander W. Sheen at bigalsq3@peo-
plepc.com.

Anyone who served aboard the USS Casa Grande,
LSD 13, between 1950 and 1960, contact Bob
Kinsella, P.O. Box 300, Pleasant Hill, TN 38578,
call (931) 277-5092 or e-mail wb2tts@usit.net.

Anyone who served with the 4th Div 3rd Bn 12th Inf
HQ Co during WWII, contact Max Carney, 3833
Highway 178 W #65, Lakeview, AR 72642 or e-
mail rac24@northarkansas.net.

Anyone who served with the 870th Eng Avn Bn in
the South Pacific during WWII, contact C.S.
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Carmean, 111 Lynn Ave. Apt. 801, Ames, IA
50014 or call (515) 292-2770.

Anyone who served aboard the USS LST 540 in
1944, the USS ATR 11 in 1945 or the USS Adair in
August and September 1945, contact Sydell
Platoni, 250 S. Ocean Blvd. Apt. 4B, Boca Raton,
FL, 33432 or call (561) 392-2269.

Anyone who served with HQ Co, 34th Armd at Ft.
Lewis, Wash., between 1962 and 1963, contact
Ken Weisent, P.O. Box 2845, Silver City, NM
88062, call (505) 534-4022 or e-mail kenneth-
fromnm@webtv.net.

Anyone who served with Section 705 at the ROTC
Field Tng Dept in Ft. Monmouth, N.J., between
September 1953 and January 1954, contact Bob
Roehrs, 3820 Moddison Ave., Sacramento, CA
95819, call (916) 451-1004 or e-mail
roehrs@pobox.com.

Anyone who served aboard the USS Alderamin, AK
116, in the Pacific between 1944 and 1946,
contact Loren P. Brown, 29 Carol Lane, Grand
Island, NY 14072 or call (716) 773-8993.

Anyone who served with the 620th Eng Avn Maint
Co, RAF, at Chelveston, England, between 1953
and 1955, contact D. Costa, Box 593316, Orlando,
FL 32859.

Anyone who served with Army Sec Agency 8610
Field Station at Kyoto Base, Japan, between June
1952 and May 1953, contact George Engelhardt,
13 MacArthur Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 or call
(908) 276-7857.

Anyone who served with the 296th MP Co in Berlin
between 1945 and 1946, contact John Lasnier,
202 Garden St., Bristol, CT 06010 or call (860)
582-6207.

Anyone who served aboard the USS Arikara, ATF 98,
at Okinawa in May 1945, contact Dick Pierce, 4147
Locust Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17109 or call (717)
545-1892, or Bob Masden at (309) 344-3250.

Anyone who served with the 1537th Eng Co at Lae,
New Guinea, between 1944 and 1945, contact
Gordon Anderson, 707 Greenbriar Townhouse
Way, Las Vegas, NV 89121 or call (702) 458-
5659.

Anyone who served with Navy boot camp Co 53-43
at San Diego in February 1943, contact John B.
Crane, P.O. Box 52, Clermont, GA 30527 or call
(770) 983-3423.

Anyone who served with AACS at Wallis Island in
1943 or San Francisco 4th Street in 1945, contact
Dick Coombs, 117 E. Oak Ave., Wildwood, NJ
08260.

Anyone who served with D Btry 738th CA (AA),
contact Ray Thomas, 215 Pilgrim Lane, Drexel Hill,
PA 19026.

Anyone who served with the 546th Prev Med Cont
Det in Hoechst, Germany, between 1951 and
1953, contact Dick Spencer, 501 Kocher St.,
Rockton, IL 61072 or call (815) 624-2106.

Anyone who served with the 5th Def Sp Comm
Sqdn between 1973 and 1975, contact Diego J.
Aja, 2959 Wainwright Ave., Merced, CA 95340.

Anyone who served at Base Hosp 3 at Espinto
Santo, New Hebridies, between 1943 and 1945,
contact Dale Wittman, 2117 Rice St., Stevens
Point, WI 54481.

Anyone who served aboard the USS Cowpens, CVL
25, during WWII, contact Jack Henry, 21 Oliver
Drive, Neptune City, NJ 07753.

Anyone who served as an instructor with the NTDS
School display group at Mare Island Naval
Shipyard in 1962, contact Mervin E. Deal, P.O. Box
869, Dundee, FL 33838.

Anyone who served at the castle in Sulzback-
Rosenberg, Germany, during 1945 or after WWII,
write to P.O. Box 490, Hinsdale, MA 01235, call
(413) 655-8110 or e-mail pcgrahop@aol.com.

Any Army, Navy or Air Force veterans who served
in Berlin between 1945 and 1994, call (520) 456-
1910 or e-mail berlinvets@cs.com.

Anyone who served with the V3 Div aboard the USS
Saratoga, CVA 60, between 1963 and 1966,
contact Jimmy Anselmo, 3500 Clearview Parkway,
Metairie, LA 70006, call (504) 888-3849 or e-mail
phi2885@aol.com, or Gary Wallace at (504) 254-
5261.

Anyone who served aboard the USS LST 778 or

USS LCT 804 out of New Orleans, the Panama
Canal or the South Pacific between 1944 and
1946, contact William L. Miller, 313 N. 30th St.,
Newark, OH 43055 or call (740) 344-8797.

Anyone who served aboard the USS Portunus, AGP
4, or with any base or squadron not connected
with PT Boats Inc., contact Duane Renville, P.O.
Box 424, Walhalla, ND 58282 or call (701) 549-
2691.

Anyone who served with the 10th Inf Div, 35th FA
HQ Btry in Schweinfurt, Germany, between 1955
and 1956, contact Loran Patton, 5394 H Road,
Nebraska City, NE 68410, call (402) 873-4389 or
e-mail mdpatton@alltel.net.

Anyone who served aboard the USS Hancock, CVA
19, “W” Div, between 1958 and 1962, contact Lee
Vikdal, 8340 Auburn Lane, Westminster, CO
80030, call (303) 657-8938 or e-mail
lcgypsy@aol.com, or William Mizell, 13490
Kennedy Ave., Brighton, CO, 80601, call (303)
655-1363 or e-mail wkmizell_2000@yahoo.com.

Anyone who went through Camp Shanks at
Orangeburg, N.Y., to or from Europe between 1942
and 1945, contact Edward Dell, 11 Lowe Lane,
Orangeburg, NY 10962, call (845) 359-0567 or e-
mail edwarddell@aol.com.

A.W. Hegberg, Dept. of Missouri. Nat’l Veterans
Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Chmn. 1994-2000, Nat’l
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Vice Chmn.
1995-1996, Dept. Cmdr. 1995-1996 and Nat’l
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Chmn. 1996-
1997.

Kenneth B. Marshall, Dept. of Colorado. Nat’l
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1991-1992
and Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1992-
1993.

Arthur Mazowiecki, Dept. of New Jersey. Dept.
Cmdr. 1954-1955, Nat’l Contest Supervisory
Cmte. Memb. 1955-1985, Nat’l Contest
Supervisory Cmte. Chmn. 1968-1969, and Nat’l
Contest Supervisory Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1969-
1970 and 1976-1982.

Andrew P. Salontai, Dept. of California. Nat’l
Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1960-
1961, Nat’l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb.
1963-1964, Nat’l Graves Registration & Memorial
Cmte. Memb. 1966-1969, Nat’l Memb. & Post
Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1966-1967, 1968-1969 and
1977-1979, Nat’l Cemetery Cmte. 1968-1969 and
Dept. Cmdr. 1970-1971.

APPAREL
SUSPENDERS. Patented “no-slip clip.” Catalog,
(800) 700-4515.

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS
DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828.

COINS & COLLECTIBLES
“INFANTRY BLUE.” Limited edition, signed/num-
bered original poem, 11 x 13 frameable. Very col-
lectible, only $39.95, free S&H. Send check/ m.o.:
J.L. Tucker, 3200 Leesburg Rd., Columbia, SC 29209.

EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION
WOODWORKING JOB TRAINING, veteran bene-
fits, or program for aspiring woodworkers,
www.nesaw.com, (413) 527-6103.

EMBLEMS
WWW.EMBLEM-BADGE.COM. E-mail daisytpe@
seed.net.com. Fax 011-886-2-2367-6445. Send
orders directly to factory.

EMPLOYMENT/ HELP WANTED
RETIRED SALES REPS: You’re wrong!  There is a
perfect part-time job. Read about it,
www.castletonreps.com.

HEALTH/HEALTH-CARE PRODUCTS
DIABETIC SUPPLIES AT NO COST TO YOU, depend-
ing on insurances (no HMOs). Free delivery. Free
consultation, (800) 254-4667.

WWW.SLEEPMETHODS.COM.

WWW.TOSTOPSNORING.COM/119687.

UGLY FUNGAL TOE NAILS?  (800) 735-1698.

MISCELLANEOUS
CIGARETTES/ TOBACCO- CHEAP!  Shipped fast,
www.rednationtobacco.com, (877) 945-0704.

CIGARETTES STARTING AT $8.95. Shipped confiden-
tially from Seneca Indian Reservation, (800) 290-
3788, www.killbucktradingpost.com. Must be 18+.

CIGARETTES CHEAP. Toll-free, (877) 945-0862.
Order, www.sales@cal-mar-enterprise.com.

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES. Cartons start at $13.95.
Toll free, (877) 234-2447, www.senecasmokes.com.

OF INTEREST TO ALL
FORT WORDEN CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION,
reunion, www.fortworden2002.com.

WWW.GOLDMAPS.COM.

INSTALLATIONS AND FUNDRAISERS. www.cut-
tingedgepromotionalproducts.com, (800) 288-3540.

PATRON SAINT MEDALS. All branches. Free cat-
alog, (800) 334-2908.

MILITARY CAPS/INSIGNIAS @ www.flagsoftheworld.
com.

PERSONALS
ASIAN WOMEN! Overseas. Sunshine Penpals,
(808) 325-7707.

MEET NICE SINGLES. Christian values. Free cat-
alog. Singles, Box 310-ALM, Allardt, TN  38504.
www.nicesingles.com.

RETIREMENT/RETIREMENT LIVING
LOUISIANA: Tired of cold winters, high crime,
city life?  Visit, www.kentwoodla.org.

TRAVEL/ RECREATION
16-DAY WWII EUROPEAN THEATER MEMORIAL
TOUR. Includes hotels, meals, escort, $2,120.
Toll-free, (877) 836-8318.

NYC HOTEL FOR VETS. $45 pp/day,
www.ssmaclub.org, (800) 678-8443.

WANTED
LOOKING FOR FIRST HAND INFORMATION on
World War II construction, operation, closure,
sale and dismantling of Canol Refinery located
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada. Please write in
confidence to: Canol Project, General Delivery,
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada, Y1A 3S7. Include
description of information and contact details.

OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728.

OLD SLOT MACHINES, any condition, (317) 769-
5009.

CAMERAS, Leica, Hasselblad, Zeiss, Voight-
lander, Nikon, Canon, Rolleiflex. Ritz Collectibles,
(800) 956-9132.

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167.

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519.

WINE & BEER MAKING 
WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS. Free catalog, (800)
841-7404. Kraus, Box 7850-LM, Independence,
MO 64054.

SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO:
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212)
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All classified adver-
tising is payable in advance by check or money
order. Please make remittance payable to “The
American Legion Magazine.” RATES: $24 per word.
Count street addresses and box numbers as two
words; all city, state and zip codes as three words.
CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 per month. DEADLINE:
Advertising copy must be received 60 days before
cover date of issue desired. All advertisements are
accepted at the discretion of the publisher.
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parting shots

“What’s wrong? You’re the one who suggested I
slip into something more comfortable.”

“We finally found a use for the air-raid shelter
my father built in the ’60s.”

“Here’s your allowance. And quit calling it hush money!”

Wrong Answer
A lieutenant needed to use a pay phone but didn’t

have change for a dollar. He saw a private mopping
the floors and asked him, “Soldier, do you have
change for a dollar?”

“Sure,” the private answered.
The lieutenant gave him an icy stare and said,

“That’s no way to address an officer. Let’s try it
again. Private, do you have change for a dollar?”

“No, sir,” the private replied.

The Truth About Taxes
Ever wonder why the IRS calls it “Form 1040”? Be-

cause for every $50 you earn, you keep $10 and they
take $40.

Making Cents
A penny saved is a government oversight.

– Anonymous

It’s a Miracle
“Do you believe in life after death?” a boss asked

one of his employees.
“Yes, sir,” the clerk replied.
“That’s good,” the boss said. “After you left early

yesterday to go to your grandmother’s funeral, she
stopped in to see you.”

We Work for Them
Dogs have owners. Cats have staff.

– Anonymous 
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• Many who served aboard ship in the 1940’s, 1950’s, 1960’s and early 1970’s 
were exposed to asbestos.

• Due to the long latency period of these diseases, some are now coming down 
with asbestos-related cancers.

*Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Asbestos Cancer Hits Former Sailors

For Information on Compensation from the Asbestos Industry:
Law Offices of Jonathan David, P.C.*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)
Handling cases nationwide with 
local counsel in state of filing.

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

Call Toll-free 1-800-998-9729

IF YOU NOW HAVE MESOTHELIOMA or
LUNG CANCER, OR A LOVED ONE HAS

RECENTLY DIED FROM ONE 
OF THESE CANCERS

For Medical Resources:

Visit the Mesothelioma Web: www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658
or call toll-free 1-877-367-6376 to receive a free packet or to ask
questions. (Packet includes information on mesothelioma treatment, clinical
trials, cancer links, how to access legal and financial resources, and frequently
asked questions with answers by the law firm below.)
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D Widths: 7 71⁄2 8 81⁄2
9 91⁄2 10 101⁄2 11 12 13

*EEE Width (just $2 more per pair): 
8 81⁄2 9 91⁄2 10

101⁄2 11 12 13

A Quality
Haband Import

2 pairs 37.95
3 pairs 54.85

per pair

One-Touch Magic Cling™ Closures!

1K Black/Grey

7EK–4HJ WHAT
SIZE?

HOW
MANY?

C6 Brown/Black
U3 Tan/Brown

WHAT
WIDTH?

with

per
pairOnly

Men’s

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
          Peckville, PA 18452

Duke Habernickel, Pres.

Brown/
Black

Black/
Grey

Easy On
Easy Off!
Easy On
Easy Off!

Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Peckville, Pennsylvania 18452
Send ______ casuals. I enclose $________ purchase price plus $3.95
toward postage. GA residents add sales tax

Check

Card # ___________________________Exp.: ______/_____

Mr./Mrs./Ms. _______________________________________

Address _______________________________ Apt. # ______

City & State ________________________________________ Zip ___________
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time!

MC Discover/
Novus®

Visa

Front to back, your entire foot stays air-cooled 
fresh, dry, and comfortable! The deluxe leather 

uppers & linings conform to the contours of 
your foot for an unbelievably 

comfortable fit. With foam-
backed sock linings, 

padded arch support,
long wearing cushion 
crepe sole and heel,
Magic Cling™ straps!

Less than 
$20 a pair. 

Order now!

Gold Coast
Gold Coast

Haband's

Tan/
Brown
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